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From the President 

I t was pleasing to see so many new f aces as well as regulars a t the 
Annual General tfoeting, though disappointing t i.1at so many were absent 
due to ill health and other r easons. 
I deem it a great honour to have been e lected your first l ady Pr esident , 
especially in this International Women ' s Year . 
At the outset I wish to s ay I am aware of the vast amount of vmrk t o be 
done , and hope the various Committees will continue to work happily 
together , particularly in their efforts to amass a meaningful , accurate 
r ecord of the First Fleet and those who arrived with it in 1788. I fee] 
privileged that I will preside over such an enthusiastic committee, and 
confidently believe our efforts will be fruitful. 
In an endeavour to promote "fe llowship" I a ppeal to members to partici­
pate in the various activities , particularly those on Australia Day 
weekend. Par amount among these , of cour se , ar e the Annual Dinner on 
Saturday 24th January 1976 and the Historical Exhibi t ion at The Rocks 
on Ifonday 26th January 1976. 
I look forward to a year of co- operation, and if members have any 
suggestions for furthering our a ims they are i nvited to submit them to 
the Executive for consic.e ration . 

Beryl Lewis. 

Election of Officers 

Patron: Sir Roden Cutler . 
Vic e Patrons: Mr Dudley Oakes , !1lr J . H. Luscombe , Ald 

Joh...'1. Harris . 
Pr esident : Mrs Beryl Lewis . 
Vice Pr esidents : Mr Doug Oakes , fv'iiss R. Harrison . 
Hon . Secretary: Mrs Jor-i.n Ross . 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr Ray r,1e r edi t h . 
Executive Com:::iittoe: Nirs T. Guy , t:r E . A. Kable , Mr 

Roy 1fable , t,irs 1.1 . Mar kwell , Mrs P . Cairns , l\"ir 
Eric Bl air, l\'lrs N . Jackson , :\'.rs r:i . Bail ey , 
Mrs C. :Ber nath. 

Eon . Solicitor: Mr Paul Jurd . 
Hon . Jrnditor : !fir R. Rope . (Appoi nted subj ect to his 

acceptance . If not ava ilabl e , to be left to 
t he Executive) . 

We thank the above pPop]P. for R.-Cr.>P.p~i np; of':f'i.co :in the P oJ 1.owohip f or 
the coming yP.ar . 



Lecture Nights 
(From Val Ross) 
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On Wednesday 20th August 1975 Ur E. J. Buchan, one of our members, 
spoke to the Fellowship on Dr Thomas Jamison~ The talk, which was 
particularly interesting, wa s heard by a gr oup cf about 40 people . It 
is gratifying to see a constant number of Fleeters and friends coming 
along to r eassure the organisers that they want to know more about the 
early days . 
On Wednesday 17th September Mr George B. Gidley King read a paper on hiS 
ancestress Anna Jose ha Ki n the Governor ' s Lad. The paper was so 
fascinating tat r.r 1 ey ing was as e ogive us a copy from which 
we hope to print excerpts at a l ater date . 
Anna Josepha Gidley was a first cousin to Lieutenant Philip Gidley King, 
when she married him and travelled to the colony , to be his hcl pmeet in 
the task of governing Norfolk Island . We are fortun3.te t:!:J.at she l eft 
a diary telling of her experiences . Mrs Ki ng found the stormy voyage 
particularly t errifying, and indeed never got over her fear of the sea , 
though she crossed the world three times . She c ~lled herself a 
"coward," but it is clear that she was anything but that . 
As the years went by , life i n the colony meant s eparation from her 
children and other loved ones , and physical danger in many forms, while 
the trying years when her husband was Gover nor of the whole colony 
necessitated much womanly tact . The most practical demonstration of 
her quiet but determinedly good nature was the Orphan School, which she 
initiated and in which s he worked herself. if.rs King lived to a great 
age and died in the colony, a r emarkable woman to the end . 
Though our speakers are always thanked on Lecture Nights and by letter, 
we would like them to know that we are conti nually grateful f or the 
time and trouble they exert to entertai n us and extend our knowledge . 
Next Lecture. Mr David Jones , a Cornishnan and a gr aduate of 0-Aford 
University, who is at present in the Reading Room of the Mitchell 
Library, will give a general talk on the Mi tchell Library and the 
Archives . The talk will be of general i nterest and should be hel pful 
to all those wanting to do research on their First Fleeter. This is 
on Wednesda 1th October 1 , and our place of meeting is, as usual , 
the eminar oom , ourt oor, Assembly Building (Jaoison St . entrance) 
from 7 .30 pm onwards , Lecture to commence at 8 pn. 
Last One for the Year . Mrs Betty Goodger, also from the Mitchell 
Library, will be coming to speak and to show slides on Sir Joseph Banks, 
that remarkable man who not only s ailed with Captain James Cook on his 
exploratory voyage during which the first landing wa s made at Botany 
Bay but who recor:unended the site for the s ettlement of 1788 , by r eason 
of which fact we are here today. Banks took a continuing interest i n 
the colony and was r esponsible for the choice of Governor Bligh as a 
man capable of stopping the rum traffic. We will hear and see about 
all of this on V/ednesday 19th November 1975 , the arrangements being the 
same as those for October. · 
Next Year's pro~ramme . The pr ogranne for l ectures for next year has to 
be prepared wel i n advance . This is already in hand , but we would 
still like to hear from anyone who has any suggestions regarding 
possible speakers and topics. (Val ~1'.oss, telephone 44 594-1) . 

Granite Slabs for Ports mouth 
The following item appeared in Column 8 , 11 S. M. Her ald , " 22/9/19'75-­
"Two man-sized granite slabs from USVl are being shipped to England ••• . 
at the request of Portsmouth City Council . On 13th May next year they 
will be unveiled by Sir John Bunting, Australi a' s High Commissioner, ant 
Sir Davis Hu ghes , NS1:J Agent- General, on the site from which Australia's 
first settlers s a iled on 13th May 1787. Nsr·., r es i dents will be asked 
to design a statue or I:lemorial structure to adorn the plinths ." 
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Life Memberships 
Life menbership of the Fellowship has boen conferred on ~1rs Mar y 
Thompson and Mr Edgar Kable . The Annual General i·.ieeting on 23r d 
September r atified life r10obership for rus ThoBpson while Mr Kabl e 
occupi ed the chair , and later i n the meeting a resolution was carried 
unani mously approving life menbership f or Mr Kable. Mrs Mar y Thompson 
has been the rr:.ain stalwart of the Fel lowship ' s },1ombership Coomi ttee , 
while Mr Kable was a foundation I:'.'.omber of the Fellowship and has held 
offic e of some sort , includ ing President , since its inception. 

Gover nor Phi llip ' s Birthday 
A slight alteration in arrengements for the wreGth- l aying ccrc□ony 
to honour Governor Phillip from what wo..s gi vcn i n the I.ugust Hews letter. 
Meeti ng- pl ace is not now his statue , but on the lD'.'!11 ncc.r tho kiosk. 
The wr eath wil l be laid a t hi s statue at 11 . 30 ar. . 

The date i s Saturday 11th October . The statue is situ~ted i n the Roya: 
Botani c Gar dens between the entrl'.Ilce, opposi tc tho 3te.te Lihrnry of 1Iew 
South Wales and the Cons orvatoriUlil. Bring al~ng a pic~ic lunch. 

Bookcase Required 

The Fellowship urgently needs a bookcase capable of bei ng locked , for 
use in its r ooI!l i n the AsseI:'.'.bly Building. Could anyone help , please? 
Anyone who c an assist please contact rru-s Beryl Lewis (te lephone 709 897li 

Annual Dinner 
Tickets are now availab l e for the Annunl :i.ustralia Day Dinner , t o be 
held i n the Elizabethan Roon at the Carlton Rex Hotel in Castlereagh 
Str eet on Saturday 24th January 1976, starting at 7 pm. Tickets 
available from the President , Mrs Ber yl Lewis , or on Lecture Nights . 
Tickets are $10 each, and i t ' s sure to be a wonderful night. 

'- Small Famil y Gather ing 

' r The Snall Faoily 5th Annual Service and Gathering will be held at 
( histor ic St £nne ' s Church, Ryde , on Sunday 19th October. Service 

comnences at 2 . 30 pm, followed by a gathering in the Church Hal l . Hosts 
ar e descendants of Tho□as Soall and Priscilla Devlin (nee Squire) . Tea 
and coffee will be provided . Fanil ies of all other lines are invited to 
att end (and please bring a plate) . 'Ihe hall will be open before the 
s ervice . Further infornat i on : Mrs J . Hooke , 14 Chisholn Street , 
Turramurr a (telephone 44 6675) . 

Notice_!_~ Frieze \'i_orkers 

Peopl e do i ng the f r i eze f or the Australia Day c elebrations pl ease r-ote 
t hat the cardboard will be ready t o be picked up at the next Lecture 
Ni ght (15t h October). See ~:rs ,Jnnc \'.'hittaker . 

Personal Jottings 

Mi ss Berra Cowell is i n the Scott ish Hos:;::>ita l f ollowing an oper a tion • 
• • • • The husband of l'.'.lember rv:rs I. G. Collins , of Horth Ryde , recently 
passed away. The Fel l owship extends deepest s ynpathy to Mrs Collins . 

Main Roads Brochures 
I t may be of interest to ocmbers to lmow that two brochures have been 
pr oduc ed by the Department of ~ain Roads to nark the recent openi ng of 
the Water fall to Bulli Pass Tollwork , a section of the Southern Freeway . 
The br och1ires ( "Waterfall- Bulli Pass Tol l work" and "Dr iver Ai d System" ) 
are available f r ee f r oo the Depar tl'.'.lent of Mein Roads . 



 

Austr alia Day Activities , 1976 
(From Val Ross) 
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F As menti oned before , in addition to the projected nurnl o~p of Sydney , 

the frieze depicting tho earl y years anc the displ ay of entries in the 
children ' s coopetitions , we ar c a lso once 3gni n having what proved such 
a source of i nterest l ast tine , Far::i ly Exhibits . k 
We have been guarant eed double the space we hadl nst ti~e , so there will 
be plenty of r oom , and we a.re countinb on those people involved l ast 
year to bring along the sane exhibi ts or new ones if they f eel 
inspired . Will you please confirn your willingness to do thi s by 
r ingi ng me a t 44 5941 so tha t we know f or sure that we will have the 
same good showing as l ast year . 
For those fanili es that a.re exhibi t i ng for t he first t i ne , the exhibit 
t akes the forn of a child ' s pro ject on a piece of card"boo.rd and can be 
on the s i npl est lines , so long o.s it t ells the story of your ovm Fi rst 
Fleeter i n the early days of the colony. You c an see~ sa□ple on 
display in our Roon 312 . 
Gr ou~ in Cos tume. The Australian Elizal'othan 'l'he:i.tre Trust has e grced 
to hire us costuoes at t ho r a t e of 010 each , provided V!e c~ hire 20 
costunes . (Normal rate i s ~15. ) The costuocs are absolutel y c ocple~ 
and can be tried on now and r es erved f or you for ;,ustralia Day n ext 
year . This r ate is cheaper than the cost of Do.ki ng even +,he si~plest 
costuue . 
Would those inter ested in e i ther the hiring arro.ncenent , i n having a 
simple costune made to keep by an i nexpensive dress uakcr , or in ~aking 
their own c ostuoe , p l eas e contact oe (44 5941)? 
Ther e will be no poi nt i n presenting a Loyal Address to the Governor 
from the Fellowship of First Fleeters unl ess a reasonabl y l a r ge nunber 1 

of fanilies ar e i nvolved . At the pres ent nooent 16 people are 
definitely going in costune to pr esent t he Addr ess . But they cone froD 
only ni ne f anilies the Br oughton , Everingllan , Hatton, Cavanough , 
Kable , Rus e , Small , Tunks and Bl oodworth families , while at the l ast 
count there were 59 f anilie s r epres ent ed i n t he Fellowship. There are 
only f our nen one Kable , one Cavanough , two Everini;hans . Cone on1 

you Arnde lls , r.1eredi ths, Ja:w.isons , Ropes , Kings , Squi r es and others ! I 
r eally need your par t icipati on to ~ake a noving and neaningful c ereconj 
of "The Presentation of a Loyal Addr ess to the Governor of ,Jew South 
':/ales . " 

Dudl ey Oakes Overseas 
(An earlier s ection of Dudl ey Oakes ' r eport of his overseas travels on 
the pilgrinage "Anzac Cove 60 Years Lat er" appear ed in t he July 
Newsletter) . 
27 April. Left Canakkale at 7 ao f or Istanbul via Ter kidac , the s n:::e 
route on which we had come up . A mi le or so befor e r oaching the tovro 
of Galipul a ni l i tary jeep pulled us up and i ndicated to fo l l ow then , ' 
which we did . They were ar ced . Bu t a ll was well , as they took us 

. to Mi litary Headquarters , where there was a rctili tary Guard of Honour 
waiti ng f or us , together with a be.nd . Al l the officers were waiti ng 
on the steps . Be were t aken i nto a l a r ge hall and given c i gar e ttes 
and norning tea and addresses cf welcome , and altogether we were no.de 
to feel that we were appr ec ic,ted . Then to cap it a ll , just before 
boarding the coaches the Genero.l Coonandi ng t he South of Turkey cane 
along , shook hands with each one of us , and i n Engli s h wisllod us God 
Speed . It was quite a n i ce i nterlude . Conti nued on our way feeli ~ 
good ; lunch on the way and arrived a t Hotel To.r a l ya for d i nner . 

(More to Cor:Je) 
*** ************ **** *** 


