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A Message from the President 

The Wine Tasting Evening at Johnny ~alker ' s Bistro was a great 
success . A very happy group enjoyed the fine wines and food, 
and being our last social event of the year , the compliments of 
the season were wished one to the other . Our thanks go to l!Ir 
Walker for his donation of two bottles of wine to be raffled 
the lucky winner, Cherie Cumming. 
Unfortunately the next day I enter ed hospital for major surgery and 
missed the lecture by ~.llrs Betty Goodger . I ' m sure it was a real 
joy, and feel the poorer for not_ having heard her words of wisdom . 
A report on the Australia Day Meeting on Sunday 23rd November 
appears later in this Newsletter , and I extend my thanks to John 
and Val Ross fo·r making their home available. 
I do appeal to a ll Members and Associates to really support this 
Australia Day weekend of festivities after all , it is our 
birthday. Do get your tickets for the Di nner , they are very 
strictly limited and I'm very pleased to report to you that we 
have now truly r eceived recognition in Government circles , as two 
of our guests will be the Premier and Mrs Lewis . We are indeed 
honoured by this. It will be a full weekend, with the exhibition 
on the Monday , an~ I do look forward to r;ieeting many Members 
throughout the weekend . 
I take this opportunity to thank all Members for flowers, good 
wishes and visits , during my hospi t alisation, and will reply to 
all as soon as I r eturn home •. 
This being our last Newsletter for the year, I extend my heartfelt 
Good Wishes to you all for a very happy and peaceful Christmas , and 
the hope that the New Year wi ll bring joy and happiness to each and 
every one of my fellow Members . May we join together in 1976 and 
rise to even greater heights in our aims at "Fellowship" and in 
honouring our wonderful forebears. 

Beryl Lewis . 

SUBSCRIP1r!ONs ,·: 
I 
I 

Subscriptions are now becomi ng overdue . If l 
you have not paid yours , please do so immediately. I 

' Unfinancial Members at the end of December will I 
be removed from the Newsletter mailing list . : 

' t I .._ _____________________________ , 



----2----
Australia Day Acti vities 

Presentation of the Lo al Address to the Governor of New Sout h Wales. 
s many Fleeters are aware , our activi ties on ustralia ay MonQay , 

26th January 1976) commence with a visit to Goverru.nent House for this 
purpose . As the project was not organised until mi d- 1975, by which 
time plans had been mad8 for His Excellency Sir Roden Cutl er to spend 
his vacation at Moss Vale in January, the 1976 Address will be received 
by his Private Secretary, Brigadier Howard , who will present it to the 
Governor upon his r eturn that week. 
Before dealing with the actual arrangements for the presentation, ,o.nd 
because Fleeters have not hitherto been told very much about it in the 
Newsletter , a few words about the background of this idea would seem 
to be appropriate at this time . 
The custom of groups of free citizens or t heir deputies and of the 
civil and military officers presenting Addresses to the Governor 
developed in the 1790s as the settlement grew , and particularly as 
First Fleeters and others became landholders or tenant farmers. The 
arrival of a new Governor, New Year ' s Day or the v i sit of the Governor 
to a particular town or district occasioned testimonies of loyalty and 
greeting, while colonial crises prompted appeals for the redress of 
wrongs . 
The early petitions or memorials , as they were called , contain not 
only the copperplate writing of the educated but t ~e l aboriously 
executed signatures of humbler folk and their servants, with a 
goodly sprinkle of crosses and splodges. Indeed, many of our 
ancestors ' signatures were recognised by the Governor , who knew many 
First Fleeters by sight i f not personally. Decause of this, it is 
particularly appropriate that the Address is being presented to the 
Governor of New South Wales, whose early predecessors knew our people 
and that he should be Patron of the Fell owship . 
The 1976 Australi a Day Address , though written in the language of the 
Eighteenth Century, s ends gr eetings to His Excellency on behalf of the 
descendants of all those who arrived in the First Fleet , to whom this 
6..ay means so much. It has been prepared. by Mr Brian Thomas , whose 
wife,Zillah, i s a descendant of Henry Kable . Brian has done consider ­
able research in order to render tho document as sinilar as possible 
to those of the early days . The day may come when it, too , may be 
regarded as a historical docunent . · 
The s econd page of the Address contains signatures of descendants and 
their f amilies under the name of their particular First Fleeter . It 
is at present on view at Room 312 , our office , i n the Assembly Buildi~ 
York Street , so that those not actually participating in the ceremony 
can sign it . 
At the meeting held on 23rd November it was decided that the most 
appropriate person to present the first of the new annual Addresses 

_w?uld be a r epresentative of the family of Governor Philip Gidley 
King (Gove=or '1800-1805), Governor Phillip ' s closest friend and 
support. 
Subsequently Mrs Ken Townsend , formerly Mi.ss Barbara Lethbridge King , 
has accepted an invitation to do this. At the sane meeting i t was 
determined that Mr Bert \7eston , a descendant of Li eutenant Colonel 
George J ohnstone, would make the presentation in 1977 , and that in 
succeeding years a representative of every f amily participating would 
in turn present the Address . 
To this date more thnn 50 people repres enting 24 First Fleeters have 
indicated their intention of taking part in the cere:r::1ony i n 19?6 : 

(Continued top Page 3) 
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Australia Day Activities (Cont i nued) 

JAMES BLOOD'.70RTH- SA...~H BELLM.!Y: Ur & !,'[rs , . • Lal:l.I'ock. r:ILLIAM 
BROUGHTON : Mrs R. Ifarkwell , 1,irs E . Blair . 0'.7EN CAVi'.NOUGH - WiARGARET 
DO':,'LING: Mr & Mrs K. Thoopson. m,:rTHE,"/ EVE::RINGH.AlE: Mr s D. Rouse ' 
Mr & Mrs E. Ber nath, Dr & Hrs D. O' Sullivan , Mr G. & !iiiss G. Hampton , 
Catharine Bens on and .Andrew Hayward , Mr & Mrs J . Ross , Miss J . Ross , 
Mr & Mrs A. Woodbury, Misses E. & R . \"/oodbury. ELEANOR FRAZER: !\'!r s 
M. Larden. EDUARD GOODFIN- JAMES SQUIRE: Miss R. Harrison. JOSEPH 
HATTON : Mrs K. Ross , Mrs K. Lovett . DR THOMAS JAI::IESON: A:r E. 
Buchan . LT- COL GEORGE JOHNSTONE- ESTHER ABRAHAMS : tir & Mr s Bert 
Weston. HENRY KABLE- SUSANNAH HOU'tES : Mrs M. Ylhi ttakcr, Mr & Mrs 
B. Thomas, Mr E. Kable , Mr R. !Cable , rv:rs L. \7ilkinson , Scott Cairnes, 
Mr W. Pennc 11 , Mr s T. Guy. DAVID KILPACK : i'!.rs J . \7 o.llnan. GOVERNOR 
PHILIP GIDLEY KING: Mrs K. Townsend , !{.:r P. & Ei s s J . Townsend , Miss 
Wendy King . FREDE:RICK MERED ITH: J\fir E . Dl air . JAMF.,S RUSE : I.'[rs 
J. Kauffman. JOHN SUALL- !A.ARY PAJ.KER : I.tr & nrs H. Lewis , r.'!r Doug 
Oakes . WILLIAM TUNKS : Mrs N. J ackson , Mi ss H. Li obeau . MARY TURNER : 
r.!iss T . Rowe . ELLEN U.AI NTffiIGHT : Mrs C. Cunni ng. 
For the benefit of thos~ho are hiring c ostumes , the Australian 
Elizabethan Theatre Trust has agreed, s i nce 20 people have i ndicated 
that they would be hiri ng , to supply costUI!les a t the rate of $10 per 
hiring. They nay be tri ed on now any time between 8 . 30 ao and 5 pm 
during t he week or from 9 an to 12 noon on Saturday nornings , a t 153 
Dowling Street 1 Potts Point . (Turn left off Uilliam Street . Mr 
James and Mr Simms , t el ephone 357 1200) . For those who woul d like 
to have a sir;r11e costume oade , Miss rlendy Trembath, 23 Napi er Street , 
Lindfie ld (te . 46 1438) , will do this duri ng Decoober onl y . 

House is schedul ed f or 9 am 
so wou a t ose ta ·ing part assem le a t e gates a t • am . n 
the event of rain , there is some shelter there . TTe will then walk to 
Government House itself , where Br igadier Howard will receive us in the 
port ico , after which we will be i nvi ted i nside . As Bri gadi er Howard 
will be informed i n advance of the names of First Fleeters represented , 
would all those who have them please wear their nane- badges . 
After our r ec eption at Government House , weather pernitting , we will 
s troll down around Sydney Cove to The Rocks , where i n the ~ar age of the 
Seamen ' s Mission our Exhibition as part of the Sydney Covc7iedevelopnent 
Authority ' s Australia Day celebrations i s located . Incidentally , tci s 
is the coolest place in Sydney on a hot day. The Seamen ' s Mission 
fronts on to George Street North and backs on Hickson Street . Ther o i s 
a lane running alongside the bui l ding fr om one street t o the other , but 
the actuaJ cntFance to _our_Exhibition is f r om Hickson Str eet only. 
My persona~ thanks go to all those who have agreed to cone in costume 
on Australia Day. To those who ar e doing so f or the first tioe , as 
Margaret says : "It ' s f un ! " You will find that people wil l s how a 
tremendous i nter est in who you are and what you arc doing. You wil l 
thus be ambassadors for the Fellows hip and in the interests of Austra­
lian history, conservation and education gener ally. 
As a r esult of this i nterest l ast year , we are having our own l eaflet 
printed thi s year , and we would ask you to distribute copies of this 
on the walk and duri ng the day. Exhi bition at The Rocks in the~~g~ 
of the Seamen 's Mission , Hickson Street . ·--------- ------

Famil! Exhibits . If your exhi bi t i s s t ill i n the office from last year: 
we wi 1 t ake it down to The Rocks and put it up . If you are bringing in 
your own exhibit , pleas e bring i t in on Sunday morning, 25th January. 
Although there are innova t ions i n our Aus tralia Day activit ies this yearj 
the Family Stands are still the heart of the Exhibition . ~:o this date 
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Australi a Day Activities (Continued) 
the families lcnovm to be exhibiti ng are : ·. -ILLL\M BROUGHTON, O"JEN 
CAVANOUGH- MARGARET D0',7LING, DR TH0!-.1.AS ARNDELL, PETER HIBBS , JAMES 
SQUIRE , ED7:ARD GOOD". .'IN , ELEANOR FRJ\.Zfil't , J1,f,IBS RUSE , iiiATTHE\7 EVERI NGHAM, 
JOHN PAIJAER , THOMAS LUCAS, WILLI.AI;! TIDITffi , DAVID KILPJ,CK, ANDTIE\"l 
FISHBURN, JOF...N Si:i.ALL- MARY Pl..RKER , N,\TH.i.!TIEL LUCAS, GGVERNOR PHILI P 
GIDLEY KING, JOSEPH HATTON ' ELLEN w;,nr.:RIGHT' DR THOf.U,S J,-i.1:lIESON ' 
COL . GEORGE JOHNSTONE-ESTHER ABRAHAMS , and the or ganisers would 11ike to 
thank all fa□ilies for their partic i pation . If anyone has any qu0ri es 
about either th~ Pres entation or the Fanily Exhibits , please r i ng neat 
44 5941 . 
Now l et us hope for one of those perfect days on Austra lia Day 1976! 

Val Ross . 

Bookcase Reouir ed 
A further re□inder that the Fellowship still urgently needs a bookcase 
capable of being locked , for use i n i ts room i n the .Assenbly Duilding, 
No response to our previous appeal . Either as a donation, or the 
Fellowship will be happy to pay a r easonabl e price . !illyone who can 
assist please contact 1\-irs Ber yl Lewis (telephone 709 8974-) . 

Books by John Cobley 
The Fel lowship also r equires a copy of John Cobley ' s " Cri□es of t he 
Fir st Fl eet Convicts . " Ei ther as a donation , or price to be 

1
negotiated, 

(Telephone Mrs Beryl Lewis, ?09 8974) . 
The Fellowship wishes to thank Cheri e Cu□ning's s on for advising us 
where to obtain John Cobl ey ' s "Sydney Cove " series . 

Personal J ott i ngs 

Jack Mer edith, son of our Tr easurer, Ray Meredi th, is i n hospita l and 
i s to be oper ated on, on 18th Dece□ber , for a heart condi tion. Our 
best wishes f or a sneedy r ecovery . Jack Meredith is a history l ecture. 
at Sydney Teachers College . 
Mrs Ruth Bl air has been bacl in hospital for the s ec ond ti□e in onl y a 
f ew weeks . TTe hop~ this time i t ' s a full ~ecover y for her . 

New Member 

The f ollowing new I:le□ber has been welco□ed i nto the Fellows hip : 
Mrs Beryl Fayo Rj tchie , 220 Old Bar Road , Taree . (Matthew Everingruun) . 

Wrong Date 

Someti I:1es said to be too f ar behi nd the tines , this Newsletter was 
inst~ad ahead of i tself with r espect t o the date of the Gidley King 
reunion . In the October issue the reunion was said t o have t aken 
place on Sunday 12th Nove□ber . The r eunion was actua lly held on 
12th October. 

Lo~gest- surviv:i:Afi_Firsth leeter 
First Fl eeter Ann Forbes died en 29th Dec enber , 1851 . Di d any other 
actual First Fleeter live beyond t his date? Or was s he the l ongest­
surviving (though not necessaril y l one;est - l jvj ng) First Fleeter ? 

Some Dates to Re□eober 

24-th January: Australia Day Di IL~er at Carl ton Rex Hot e l . 
26th January : Exhibit ion at The Rocks , and Pr esentation of Loyal 

l.ddress at Gover nment House . 
Lectur e Dates (details to c oI:te ) for 1976 : 17th February ; 17th rilarch ; 
21 s t April ; 19t h May ; 16th June ; 21st July; 18th Augus t ; 15th Sept .; 
20th October ; 17th NovcI:lber . ******* 


