PRICE: .30, n.a,

Registered lor posting as a periodical Category "B’

Joan Ross,

Hon. Editor,

. ' F.F.F, Newslectter,
B G.P.0. Dox 4441,
SYDNEY. 2001,

Vol. 7 No., 10
December 1976

From the President

This month I have some very exciting news for all Members. Our
Guests of Ilonour at the Australia Day Dinner will be our Patron,

the Governor of New South Wales, Sir Roden Cutler, and Lady Cutler.
Also the Deputy Fremier of New South Wales, the Hon. L. J, Ferguson,
and Mrs Fergusen, and a represcntative of the FPrime Minister, Mr
Neil, and irs Hedll.

We have been very honoured by Sir Roden, as he will also personally
receive us, with our loyal address, eon the holiday Monday morning.
S0 come aleng, Members, rally around and get your costumes rcady.

A programme of events covering the celcbrations for Australia Day
appcears later in this Hewsletter. (See next item, below).

A special meeting for all lembers end Associates will be held in
our ¢ffice on Wednesday 12th January 1977 to finalise arrangements,
Your Ccmmittee has done the spadework, so do come aleng and join in,

Our lecture for November (the last for the year) was given by
kr Thorpes from the Water TBoard. Ilis mein tepic was the Tank
Strean and Busby's Rore. To say it was cnthralling is an
understatenent,

As the year draws to a close, we can look back with satisfaction
on 1976, But let us nct be complacent; we have only reached the
toddling stage, and much remains te be done before we can c¢lain
to have reached maturity. History is, of course, our first
interest, and anything at all we can learn of the First Fleet, no
ratter how minute, is an achievenent.

T 1cok forward to seeing meny Members during the Cclebraticns, and
wish you all a very happy, fernily Christmas and a prosperous and
healthy ¥ew ‘ear.

Beryl Lewis,

Australiz Day Celebrations 1977

Spceial FMeeting -~- to fiaallise arrangenents. Place: Fellowsl.lp
Office. Time: 7,30 pn. Date: Wednesday 12th January 1977.

Flag Ralising Ceremony -—-- Wednesday 26th January. (Time to be
announced by oydtey City Council).  Menbers sre asked to wear
costune cf 1788-1810 period. We particularly appeal to our male
nenbers to cone along,

Australia Day Dinner -~ Saturday 29th January, at the Wentworth
Hotel, Tickets §T171 each frorn Beryl Lewis, 88 Avoca Street,
Yagoona, 2199, Stanped addressed envelope te acconpany renittance,
Tickets not paid for by 8th January 1977 will be scld as they are
strictly linmited. Lveryone rust be seated by 7.30 pn and,
nccording to Vice~Regal protocol, no suoking is allewed until after
the [oyal Toast,

(Australia Day Celebrations continued
owver lecaf)
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Nathaniel Tucas Letter (Continued)

all, and, with the blessing of God, I Lope in the course of two
years te return t.o oy native country with a competency for life.

I an Haster Carpenter of this Island for which I have a salary of
£50 per annum. I have two freeholds consisting of 75 acres of land.

I’ should be wanting very nuch in gratitude, if I did not acquaint
you that ny present good fortune is to be imputed in o great neasure
to, and respect of, Lieutcrnant Gidley Xing, who has ever promoted
ny interest since ny residence on this Island,

verhaps it will not be uninteresting to give you some account of
this Island whickh I believe to be the rost fertile in the world -
it produces two crops in the year, one of wheat and another of
Indian @Qorn, The crop of wheat 1s rather precarious on account
of the variations of the clirate.

Potatoes and vepgetables of all kinds are produced here in greatb
abundance, and will grow in any month of the year provided there
is a little rain when planted.

"\

The wheat harvest generally eemnmences about Decenber, which is for -
the meost part fairly hot, often sccompanied with thunder and storns.

The Indian Corn is pgenerally planted in June and January. This
Island produces severrsl kinds of fruit, waterrelons, berries,
tonatoes or guavas, a native which prows on vines, grapes, figs,
apples, lemons and other kinds of fruit coning to great perfection.
Fish of an excellent quality is very plentiful on this coast. There
are great gquantities of zoultry ond a quantity of sheep and goats.

The Crown, under the dircction of It, King, ordered ne to construct
a waternill and a windrili on ny IZstate, for the Government.

I have permission from his Honour, It. King, for you or any of ny
fanily to wait upon him who will inform you of anything you nmay
request. Do not fail in erbr=zacing the first opportunity in
writing. Do renerber me to all our friends and affectionate
forewells, and nay God Alnighty bless you.

0 father,

Fron your affectionate son, N

Nath® Tucns.

P.5. Renenber be to rniy brothers and sisters and all enguiring
friends, and to any of ny relatiocns who nay wait upon Gov, King,
who will augrent particulars of zy situation.

Next Newsletter

The next Newsletter, first for 1977, will be published ag soon as
possible after the Australia Day Celebratiors, _ _
Unfortunately, arother segnent cof dargaret llarkwell's interesting
account of her recent trip to Canada has had to . be onmitted from this
issue, also "A Strange Coincidence," both of which it is hoped to
irclude in the next issue.

Coning FEvents in DBrief

12th January -—- ©Special lMeeting to finalise Australia Day
arrangenents,

26th Jenuary -—-- Flaz Raising Cercenony.

28th January —-- Australia Day Dinner,

20th January =- The Rocks Sxkibition.

315t January -~ Address of Loyalty, Government IHouse.
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