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A UDSSAG: FROM THD ERTESIDELT

TFebruary has seen nost of our members back on deck after the holidays.

Cn the 3rd of Tebruary I represcnted the Fellowshir at a reception av
the !litchell Library. This was to celebrate the sesquicentenary of
the Library Council, and I was nade most welcome by the Zresident,

Ir Justice Tlse-llitchell,

On this same night the first Executive Committee meeting for the year
was held, and much business wae handled,

On Sunday the 8th I attended St Thilips, Church Hill, as your repre-
sentative to conmemorate the first Ghrlstlan service in Australia.

Vlednesday the 18th was our first lecture for the year, and 1t was a

delight to see so many altend on such a very hot cvening, The subject,

"The Teginnings of the Police Torce," was very interesting as presented
by our guest, Sgt Kerr from the Tolice Fublic Nelations Departnent.

Please keep in mind the ceremony at 5t Join's Cemetery, Parramatta,
on the 27st llarch, details of which appear elsewhere in this Hewsletter.
I look forward to seeing a good attendance on that day.

Zeryl Lewis,

FIRST TLEETER PLAQUE FOR DODD'S GRAVE

s mentioned in the President's lMessage above, a ceremony will be
performed to unvell a plaque donated by the Fellowship on the grave
of original TFirst Fleeter Henry Edward Dodd.

The Dlaque will be unveiled at 3 pm on 21st March on Dodd's grave in
St Joln's Cemetery, Parramatta, by lir Justice Llse-liitchell, FPresident
of the Royal Historical Society,

The unveiling will be followed by a Prayer of Thankspiving by Canon
Loane, Zector of 5t John's Church of Ingland, Parranatta,

As part of the ceremony a short history of the life of Henry Tdvward
Dedd will be given by a member of the Tellowship.

Many historians believe that Dodd has never been given his rightful due
for his work in initiating successful faruing in Australia,

This 1s the first of many plagues which the Fellowship hopes to place
on the graves of original First Fleeters, and the ceremony is quite
an historical occasion for the Fellowship.

RADIO FROCIAITE QN FIGST FISNATTIRS

On the morning of Sunday st February, Edgar Kable gave a talk on his
ancgstors Fenry able and Susannah Holmes over the A.D.C., country
regional stations. The talk arcused quite a bit of interest..
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HISTORY OF FLAG

Here 1s a brief history of the flag used by Governor Thillip at the
original flag-raising ceremony on 26th January, 1788:-

The flag used was the Union Flag, known also as the Jack of Queen Anne,

A limited use of it dated back to 1606 when, after James VI of Scotland
becane James I of England, he decreed that all English and Scottilsh ships
should fly a flag consisting of the Red Cross of 5t George superimposed
on the Scottish flag of 5t Andrew (a diagounal white cross on a blue
ground ).

In 1707, after the accession of Queen Anne, the Treaty of Union betueen
Ingland and Scotlend was signed, and the flag was officially adopted and

became known as the Union Flag. It was used until the rcd diagonal
cross of 3t Patrick was added in 1801, which brought the flag to its
present formn. At the Australia Day flag-raising cerewony at Circular

Quay this year, the Union Flag of the time of Tueen Anne was flovm.

(This information is from the address given by the Chief Secretary, UVr
Coleman, at the 1976 Australia Day flag-raising ceremony).

FLTHTH AT TORTSHOUTH

Much correspondence has been pessing between the Fellowship and the
Portsmouth (England) Council about the granite plinth which has been
transported from Australia and will be put in place on 13%th lay this
year, This plinth comnmenmorates the sailing of the First Ileet fronm
Portsmouth on 13th llay 1787.

Originally a plague from the Fellowship was to have been placed on the
plinth at the ceremony this year, but the Fortsmouth Council have
requested that the plague be part of Stage IT of the project, to be
cenpleted in two years! tine.

Any member of the Fellowship likely to be in Bngland in I'ay this year
and who can attend the ceremony on “13th liay is asked to contact the
Hon, Iditor of the Newsletter,

i8 for the placing of the plague in two years' tine, we are sure that
some members of the Pellowship will be in England at the time and will
represent the Fellowship on this historiec occasion,

Sydney City Council has played a very important role in organising
this project, and the TFellowship would like to take this opportunity
to thank the City Council for its interest and its cfforts in this
comrenoration,

Incidentally, a letter has also been reccived recently from the Friends
of 01d Portsmouth (a group in Tortsnouth itself) stating that they
would lilke to know of Tellowship nembers whose ancestor cane fron
Portsmouth, and also asking to kecp in touch with the Pellowship. In
this latter regard, it is proposed to forward a copy of each month's
Tewsletter to the Iriends, and request thom to send out any material
which night be of interest to the Tellowship,

RESE.LCH O CITElIIRE

Interesting rccent visitor to the Tellowship's room was Colonel Day,

of Cheshire, @ngland, who was trying to trace whether an ancestor of
his was a First Fleeter. Colonel Day is a member of the Genealogical
Society in Cheshire, and has offersd to do any research in connection
with any IFirst I'leeter from Cheshire County. His address is available
at Roonm 312,

The Tellowship is getting more and more correspondence from mngland

of people who write seeking information on the Tellowship (some feel
they would be eligible to join). It is pleasing to note that our fame
has spread so far away.
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CHILDIEN 'S COIFETITTION AVLRD VIVIERS

Here is a list of award winners of the 1976 ‘ustralia Day Schoolchildrens
Competition:—

FPoetry Awards

10 Years (Rigby Ltd Prize): liegan Speers, Neutral Day Primary School.
10 Years (Rigby Ltd Prize): Hgsire Hosking, Lane Cove Yest Frimary School.
11 Years (Rigby Itd Frize): Jennifer iicadanm, Jrtarmon Frimary Scheol,
11 Years (John Snall First Fleeter Frize, donated by T'rs 3.
Lewis): Jillian Haddock, 8ir Henry Tarkes lemorial School,
Tenterfield,
Trinary Schools (Philip Gidley Xing Tirst Ileeter Frize, donated
by lIrs Darbara Townscend): Susan Dunning, Inglcburn Primary School.
Secondary Schools (The Macnillan Irize): Rowena 3ate, .bhofsleigh College,
Special Trize, § Years (Rigby Ltd Zrize): Tracy ‘'itherby, ‘akchurst
Irimary School.

Frose Awards

9 Years (Eleanor Wainwright First Fleeter I'rize, donated by lirs
Cherie Cumnin): Winsome Reeves, Gloucester FPrimary School.

11 Years (llenry Lshle First Flceter Trize, dcnated by Irs J,
“hittaker): Samantha Iolden, 3t Ives liorth Frimary School,

Art Awards

Trinary Schools (The llacmillan Irize): Susan Dunning, Inglcohurn Trinary,
Abstract 4Art (Villiam Collins Prize & The Ferpamon Iross Trize): Adam
Grenot, Newport Frimary School.
Lbstract Lrt (The Paul Hamlyn Irize): Grant Iead, Mewport Irimary School.
Originality in Concept (The Villian Collins Frize): Dionne Lyon and
Lisa Sloan, Greenwich Irimary School,
Fotential for Development (The Judges' Trize, donated by lirs Joy
Vallnan and liessrs D, Everingham and R. Whaley): Christopher
Newton, Wakehurst Primary School,.
Best Class Effort (The Macmillan Prize): Third Class, Jing Park Prinary.
Dest Group Effort (Rigby Ltd Frize): Tracy Vatson and Suzy Sourdin,
Greenwich Irinary 3chool,

Diorama Awzrds

Diorama, 8~9 Yeawrs (The Philip Gidley King First TFleeter Frize,
donated by MMrs Gwen King): Virginia Dear, Gordon Frimary School,

Diorana, 10 Years (The William Collins Prize): Iisa Perkins and
Hachel Decsker, Gordon Prinary School.

llodely COriginality in Desien (The John Fairfax Itd Frize): Henry Zlourke,
Grecnwich Trimary School,

Dolls in Period Costune

Irinary Schools, Dressed Doll (The illiam Collins TFrize): Iiz Sragg
and Tenclla Cochrare, Neutral Day Irimary School.

ocecondary Schools, Dressed Doll Pamily (Ths Reader's Digest Prize):
Third Forn Jewing Class, Narrandera IHigh School,

Specicl idwards for School Effort

The Watthew Everingham First Tlseter rize, donatedby lirs V. Doss:
Fananiz North Irimary School.

The Jacaranda fress Prize: ILxcelsior Yrimary Gchool, Castle Hill.

Uistory Ouiz ‘ward

The Willlam Broughton First Fleeter Prize, donatsd by [rs 1. larkwell
and lirs M. 3Jailey: “endy ¥ing, .rtarmon Frimary School,
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YTHE DEGINFINGS CF THE SOLIC FCRCE!

Under the above title, a very intcrcsting address was given by Sgb
Keith Kerr, of the Tolice fublic olations Iranch, in our first lecture
for 1976,

The first Folice Torce in Justralia were the nightwatchnen who were
selected fror the convicts, ard fror thesc beginnings our present-day
FPelice Torce has evolved,

Opt Derr brought along the first "Dlack Dook," Vol. 1, which was handed
around to all present to peruse. I'e alsc brought along a leg chain and
a "eclacker™ which was carried by the police in 1875,

The nightwatch had the power to stop, scarch and detain anyone cxcept
the military and seamen on shore leave from ships. Paynent for these
nen was a suit of clothing per year and a pint of rum every Saturday
night, which had to be reduced to half~a-pint because they were found
to be acting in a riotous nanner.

In 1796 Governor Hunter appointed the first Chief Coustable. Iilany
present-day regulations are sUill on the Ctatute Look fion Covernor
liacquarie's time. (Some, of course, have been updated).

Trort these beginnings we now have a police force of 3,259 in Ilew Touth
Wales., There are 2,500 motorisced units on the road at any one tine,
29 seagoing vessels, 300 notor-cyclists ard five ailrcraft, Trere are
33 police divisions in the 3ydncy metropolitan area and eipght super-
intendent arcas in the State.

Hext lecture will be on 17th March, and will bhe given by ¥Yr John Barclay,
of the New South Vales Department of Xducation Library Scrvices, who has
recently returned from = visit to China, He will speak on China,

Patricia Cairns,

:;\.I'g y le Dag

¥enbers are reninded that the fnnual .rgyle Celebrations will be held

in The Docks district on Saturday 1st ilay. I8 this is a rcal fun day
for members, and also the only day of the yecar when we sell goods to
help both the charitiecs in The Rocks area and our own finances, we are
agalin asking nembers to donate anything saleable «- cakes, jans, whitc
clophant goods, etc. (ifore on irgyle Day in the next Hewsletter),

Subseriptions -— TLast Reninder

Juhscrintions to the Fellowship were due on st July last ycar for
197576, Despite our constant reominders there are still some
unfinancial menbers, It Lhas now been decided that asnyone not
financial by the tine the next Newsletter is issued will not recceive
a CcOPY. Subscription of $5 should be forwarded to The Treasurer,
Fellowship of First Mleeters, c/- GIO Dox 4441, Sydney 2001,

Historical Zociety Lectures

The Royal .ustralian ilistorical Society has invited members of the
Fellowship to attend R,LA.H.3. lectures held at History Illouse, 133
lijacquarie Street, Sydney.

In particular, the Society has invited members to attend Heetings on
aritine History, held on Tucsday evenings at 6,15 pm. Three such
neetings are sct dowvn for 1976 (apart from one already held early in
February): On 11th Ilay, "David Collins as a paritine bistorian," given
by Brian Tlctcher; -10th Lugust, "Inddart Tarker's Centcnary,” by George
Hardwick; and 9th Novcmber, "Yacht Clubs on the Esst Coast of .lustralia,"
by Lindsay Roberts, The Zocicty points out that members of the Fellow-
ship are entitled to attend these - ond other neetings of the TJoclety
—-— as the Fellowship is an affiliated Socicty.

Coning Bvents Reminder -- 17th llarch, lacture, Ir John Barclay, "China";
21st upril, lecturc ixr Dudley Cakses, "inzace Day 1975"; 1st lay, srgyle
Day, The Ilccks.
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