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A t:Er;SAGI>.: FROM THC PlU~SIDEI:T 

Joan Tioss , 
Hon . Edi t or, 
F .F .F . ITews l etter , 
G • I\ 0 • Dox LJ4W1 , 
3 T D~1TEY . 200'1 • 

February has seen mos t of our lilembers back on deck after t he holidnys . 
On the 3rd of February I represented the Fellowship at a r eception at 
the riitchell Library. This was to celebrate the ses q_uj_centenary of 
t he Library Council, and I was Llade most welcome by t l1e ~:'°J.'esidcnt , 
Hr Justice ::;;lse-1:i tchell. 
On this s ame night t he fi r st Executi ve Comiittee meeting for the year 
was held, and much business was handl ed. 
On Sunday t he 8th I attended St Fhilips , Chur ch Hill, as your r epre­
s entative to cor:rrnemorate the first Christian s ervice in Australia. 
Tiednesday the 18th was our first l ec tur e for the year , and i t was a 
delight to sec so many attend on such a very hot evening. rrhe subject, 
"The Deginnine;s of t he Police Force," was very interesting as presented 
by our guest, Sgt Kerr from the Police Tublic 2elations Departncnt . 
Pleas e keep in mind the c ereraony at St John 's Cemetery, Parr amatta , 
on the 21st r.1arch, details of which appear elsewhere in this news l etter. 
I look forward to seei ng a good attendance on that day. 

:Ceryl Lev:is. 

FIRST FLEETETI PLJ,.OUE FO~~ DODD 1 3 GTil.. VB 

As mentioned in the Pr esident 's Eessage above , a cereraony will be 
performed to unveil a pl aque donated by the Fellm7Shi p on the grave 
of origina l Fi rst Fl eeter Henry Edward Dodd. 
The pl aque v,ill be unveiled at 3 pm on 21st March on Dodd ' s grave in 
St John ' s Cemetery , Parramatta , by Er Justice Else-I.~itchell, I.Jresidcnt 
of the Royal Histor ical Society . 
The unveiling will be followed by a Prayer of Thanks c ivi ng by Canon 
Loane , :1ec tor of St J oh..."'1 1 s Church of E11gl and , Pnrr amatta . 
As part of the ceret1ony a short history of the l ife of Henr y °Scl':✓nrd 
Dodd will be given by a nenber of t he Fellows hip . 
~any histor ians believe that Dodd has never been s i ven his ris htful due 
for his work in initiati ng succes sful f ar11ing i n Austr alia . 
Thi s i s the first of many pl aques which t he FellovJShip hopes to place 
on the gr aves of original First ~leete~s, end the c eremony is quite 
an historical occasion for the Fellowship . 

On the ~orning of 3unday '1st February, Edgar Kable Bave a t alk on his 
ancestors Henr y I~abl e and ,SusanEah Eolmes over the A .D .c . country 
r egional stations. The talk arous ed quite a bit of interest •. 



HISTORY OF FLAG 

Here is a brief h i story of the flae used by Governor Phillip at the 
original flag-raising c er emony on 26th J anuary, 1788 :-

The flag used was the Union Fl ag , knovm a l s o as the J ack ·of Queen Anne . 
A limited use of it dat ed back to 1606 ~hen , aft er Janes VI of Scotland 
became James I of England 1 he decreed tha t all English and Scottish ships 
should fly a flag consisting of the Red Cross of St George s uperimposed 
on the Scottish flag of St Andrew (a diagonal white c r oss on a b l ue 
ground) . 
In 1707 , after the accession of Queen Anne , the Ti~eo.ty of Union be'Gneen 
Engl and and Scotland was signed, and the flag ~as officially adopted and 
became lmown as the Union Fl ag. It was used until the red di aeonal 
cross of 3t Po.trick was added in 1801, which brought the flag to its 
pr es ent form. At t he Australia Day flag-raising cer emony nt Circul ar 
Quay this yea:r, the Union Flag of th0 time of qu een Anne nas f lown . 
(This infort1ation is fro r,i the address given by the Chi ef Seci"etary, i-fir 
Col eman , at the 1976 Australia Day flag- raisi ng ceremony) . 

PLIHTII AT r o~TGI\IOUTH 

r:uch cor r espondence ha s been passing between the Fellonship and the 
Portsmouth (Engl and ) Council about the Granite plinth which has been 
transported fr om Australia and will be put in place on 13th may this 
year. This plinth coramemora t es the s ailing of the Firs t r leet from 
Portsmouth on 13th I.lay 1787. 
Origi nally a plaque from the Fellowship nas to have been ploc ed on the 
plinth a t t he ceremony this year , but the I ortsmouth Council hav e 
r equested that the plaque be part of St a~e II of t he project , to be 
conpl e t ed in two yea~s• t i me . 
Any 11ember of t he Fellowship likely t o be in Enr;l and in :- :ny this year 
and \7ho can attend the cerenony on 13th :Iay is nsl;-:ed. to car.tact the 
Hon. Editor of' the Newsletter • 
. its for the pl acing of the plaque in t v10 years ' tine , we are sure that 
some oenbers of the Fellowship will be in Engl and at the tiwe and will 
r epresent the Fellowship on t his historic occasi on. 
Sydney City Council has played a very i nportant rol e in orgar.ising 
t hi s pro ject , and. the Fellows hip woul d like to take this opportunity 
to thank t he Ci ty Council for its i nter es t o.nd its effort s i n this 
coLrr.,cnorati on. 
Incidentally, a l e tter has also b een r ece ived recently fron the Friends 
of Old Port s mouth (a Group in r ortsnouth its e l f) stating that they 
would like to lmoi-; of Fellov:shi p Dembers whose ancest or cane fron 
?ortsnouth, and a l so a sking to keGp in touch with the Yellowship . In 
this l atter r egard , i t i s proposed to forward a copy of each month ' s 
iTewsl ette:e to the Fri ends , and request t h.Jn to send out any materi a l 
whi ch n i ght be of interest to the T◄'ellowship . 

Interesting rec ent vis i tor to t he Fe llowshi p 's r oom was Colone l Day, 
of Cheshire, En cl and , who was trying to trace w~et her an ancestor of 
hi s was a Fi r st Fleete r . Col one l Day i s a member of t he Genealogi cal 
3ociety in Cheshir e , o.nd has offe r ed to do any r esearch i n connection 
wi th any First Fl eeter fron Ches hire County. His address is availabl e 
a t Room 312 . 
The Fellowshi p is get t ing more and more corr espondence from Engl and 
of people who ~Tite seeking information on the Fellows hi p (some f eel 
they would be eligible t o join). It is pleas i ng to note t hat our f ame 
has s pr ead so far away. 
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Here is a list of award winners of t he 1 976 ~'\..us tra lia Day Schoolchildrens 
Competit ion:--

Foctry Awardo 

10 Years (Tiigby Ltd Prize): lflegan Speers, Neutral Day PriL1ar y School. 
10 Years (Ri gby Ltd Prize): Hr;aire Hosking , Lane Cove ;.Jes t Prinary School. 
11 Years (Tiigb;y Ltd Prize) : J ennifer I1c1'i..dan , :,rtarnon rriI'lary School . 
"1"1 Ycnrs (Jobn Snnll First Fl eeter Prize, donated by : :rs D. 

Lewis): Jillian Haddock , S i r Hemry Parke s r.Ienori a l School, 
Tcmterfield. 

Pri r:1ary Schools (Philip Gidley King First I'leeter I'rize, dono.ted 
by :,rrs Dar bara Tovmsend): Susan Dun.,,"ling , Inglcburn Primary School. 

Secondnry Schools (The !ilacnillan I'rize): Rowena Date, ;,bbotslc i gh College . 
Special Prize, 9 Years (Hi gby Ltd I'Tize): Tracy ' ,'i ther by , · 'akehurst 

::?rimary J chool. 

Prose Awards 

9 Years (El eanor Hai nwright First Fl eeter frize, donated by :;:rs 
Cherie Cuonin): Hi nso:me Reev es, Gloucester Prir:1ary School. 

"11 Yeo.rs (Henry Euble First .Fl eeter I rize , donated by L:rs J . 
·:,h i ttaker): Samanth a IIolden , St Ives nort h :::·rinary ~khool . 

Art Awards 

frimary Gchools (The I-.lacmillan I'rize) : Susan .Dunning , Ingl'.:burn i:7 rit1ary. 
Abstract l~rt (Hillian Collins Prize & The Per c:o.mon Press :Prize) : Adam 

Grenot, Newpor t Prinary School. 
Abstract L.rt (The Paul Hanlyn Prize) : Gr ant Eead , Newport ?riraary School. 
Originality i n Concept (The rfilliar:1 Collins i:rize): Di onne Lyon and 

Lisa S loan , Greenwich I_;rimary School. 
Potentia l for Developnent (The Judges ' Frize, donated by L:rs Joy 

Y/o.llnan and llessrs D . Ev eringham an.d R. Vlhaley) : Chris top her 
Newton, \"Jakehu:c-st Prinary School. 

Dest Class Effort (The Mac;:1illo.n I'rize): Third Cl ass , ICing Park Prinary. 
Des t Group Effort (Ri gby Ltd Prize) : Tr a cy ·;:atson and Suzy .8ourdin, 

Greenwich Pri na..ry School . 

Diorar:ia Lwards 

Diorana , 8- 9 Years ( The Philip Gidley King First Fleeter Prize, 
donated by f!Irs Gwen Ki ng) : Virginia Bear , Gordon Frinary School. 

Diorana , 10 Years (The Villian Collins Prize): Lisa Perkins and 
Rachel Dcaker, Gordon Pri nary School. 

Eodcl , Origina lity in Des i gn (The John Fairfax Ltd Prize ): Henry n ourke, 
Greenwich Prinary School. 

Dolls i n Period Cos t ume 

Prinary Schools , Dr essed Doll (The •:.:illian Collins Prize ): Liz Dr agg 
and L'en clla Cochrane , Neutral Da y =:'rimary School . 

8econdary Sc hools, Dr e ssed Doll Family (The Reader ' s Di gest I'r ize) : 
Third Form :Jewing Cl ass , Narra.11.dera Hi gh School. 

Sp ecia l Awards for School Ef fort 

The Llatthew Ev eringham First Fl eeter Prize , donatedby Llrs V. n oss : 
Fa n ani a North I rirnar;y School . 

The Jacaranda Fr ess Prize: Exce lsior Prir.1ary ,School , Castle Hill. 

His tor:v Ouiz .:\wa rd 

The '.Jilliam Broughton Fir s t Fleete r Prize , dona t ed by ~:r s E . Markwell 
a.'rld I:Ir s M. :Jail ey: ·.:endy Y.:i ng , ;;,rta r raon friraary School . 



 

11 THE J EGINlHNG,J OF THE 20LIC 2: FO:J.CE 11 

Under the abov e titl e , a v ,J r y intc:L' ,:s t i ng addi,css wo.s t:i ven by Sgt 
Keith Kerr, of the I'ol ice Iublic _; :cla.tions Ilr 2..nch , ii:1 ot!r first l e cture 
for 1 976 . 
The firs t Felice Force i n .-~u stralia were the ni c_::l:t watcr...r.1en who were 
selected fron the convicts , nnd fron these b egi nni n cs our present- day 
Pol ice Force has evolved . 

Sc;t r:err brought a long the first "Dl ack ::Jock , 11 Vol. 1 , uhich was handed 
around to a ll pr esent to peruse . !Ie also brous ht a l ons a l eg c hai n and 
o. "clacker " which was carri ed by t ho police in 1875. 

The night ~atch had the powe r to stop , sear c h and d 8t a i n anyone except 
t he nilitary and seamen on shore l eave f r om ships. Paynent for thene 
11en was a suit of clothi ng per year and a pint of r ura every i"3aturd&y 
night, ~hich had to be r educ ed to ha lf-a - p i n t bec ause the y were f ound 
to be acting in a riotous Danner. 

I n 1 796 Gov ernor Hunter appointed t he fir s t Chi ef COi:s to.ble . i.:any 
pres ent-day regul ati ons a r e still on the Gtatute :Cook fror..1 Goverr:0r 
Eacquarie 's tic1e. ( Some , of course , have oeen updated) . 

Fron these beginni ngs we now have a police force of 8 , 259 i n ~:ew ) outh 
'."!al os. The re are 2 , 500 motorised uni ts on t he roo.d at any oD-e ti11e , 
29 s eagoing v esse ls, 300 tiotor- cyclists and five ni:ccr a ft . rcLcre are 
38 police divisions in the Jydncy IJe tropolitan a r e a ar:d 0i c;ht su per­
intend ent are as i n the State. 

Nex t l ecture will be on 17th 1:Iarch , and will be given by r r J ohn Barclay, 
of the Nev, South i:Jal es Departnent of Education Li lJr ar y Services, who has 
r ecently r etur ned fron a visit t o Chi na . He will s peak on China . 

Patricio. Cairns . 

:.rgyle Day 

Eenb ers are reninded. that the ii.Ililuo.l :u-gyle Cel ebro.t i ons will be held 
in The :{ee ks district on Saturday 1st I.:ay . J.s this is a r e a l fun d ay 
for menb ers, and also the only day of the y ear when wo s e l l goods to 
h e l p both the c harities in The nocks area and our ovm f i nanc es, we are 
asai n aski n g ncraber s to donate anythi ns sal eab l e -- cakes, jans ~ whit e 
c l ophan t goods , e tc . (Itore on ... 'i..r gyle Day in the n ext News l etter;. 

Subscriptions Last Tier.i nder 

Sub scrip tions to the Fello\'lship nere due on 1st J uly l ast y co.r f or 
1 975- 76. Despite our constant r eni nders there a r e still so□e 
unfinanc i a l nenbers. It has now b een decided that anyone not 
fin anc i a l by the t i ne the next HeY1slatte r is issued will not r ec c i ve 
n c opy. Subscription of $5 should be forwarded to The 'I'reasurer, 
Fe lloTishi p of Fi rst Fleeters, c/- GPO Dox 441.J.1, Sydney 2001. 

Hi storical Bocie ty Lectur es 

The noyal Lustralian His t oric a l flocie t y ha s i nvi ted nenbe r s of the 
Fe llowshi p to o.t t cnd R .:i. . H . 3 . l ecture s held a.t I!i stor y IIouse, 133 
rfacquar i e Gtreet , 3ydney . 

In particul ar , the 8ociety h a s i nvi ted r,ecbers to ctte:id Viee t i ncs on 
I.~aritime Hist ory , he l d on Tucsde.y ev oninc;s a t 6 . 15 pn . Three such 
mee tin[tS are s e t down for 1976 ( apart f r on one a l ready he ld earl y in 
February): Cn 11th r.:ay, 11 ~avid Collins as a carit i oe llistor iru1 , " g iven 
by Drio.n Fle tcher; 10th i.ugust , "Hudd.o.r t J-:ar 1co:c ' s Centenar y , 11 by Ge orge 
Har dwick; and 9th Nove:wber , "Yac ht Club s o:::i the East Coa s t of :.ustrali a , 11 

by Lindsay Roberts. Tho Soc i ety points out t hat neebers of the Fellow-
s hip aro entitled to a ttend t hese c.nd othe r oee t i :r:i;s of the ~Jociety 

as tho Fellowship i s an affilia t ed Society. 

Conin~ Evon ts Tior.1i ncler 17th :,:2-rch , l ecture , Er John Dnrclay , 11 China 11
; 

21st ,~pril, l ecture I.1r Dudley Oake s , 11:mz o.c Do.y 1975 11
; 1st ~~ay , 7·.r gyl~ 

Day , The l?.ocks . ++++++++++ 


