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From the Presidfil!..t 

Since t he l ast Newsl etter we have celebrat ed our 10th Birthday. A 
very happy evening was spent by Members at the Weinkeller Restaurant, 
and it was particularly pleasing to have with us our three Vice 
Pa trons , Foundation Members and even some new Member s only admitted 
to the Fellowship within the l ast couple of months. Let us hope 
we will have many happy returns of that anniversary, 
Don't for get the Coach Trip on 28th May to Gledswood Winery, 
Campbelltown, Camden, The Oaks and Burragorang Lookout. This ar ea 
i s steeped in earl y history, and I am sure it will prove a most 
i nteresting day . Phone me (709-8974) f or any vacancies . 
Word has been received tha t work is progr essing well on the 
Austral asi an Federation of Family His tory Organisations, and it 
seems certain tha t the Inaugural Mee ting will be held in Canberra 
l ater this year " 
I hope to see many Member s on the coach on Sunday 28th May. 

Beryl Lewi s . 

April Lecture Ilvo~ing J 

The April Lecture Evening was an interesting and lively one . 
Vaughan Evans (Councillor for the Royal Aus tralian Historical 
Society) and his wife Halcyon gave a t alk titled 0 A Steerage Passa ge 
to the Antipodes in tho 1850 1 s 11 • The t3lk described tho hardship 
and struggl e of Robert Thompson' s voyage to Now Zeal and. 
Tho voyage cos t £3 if you were si ngl e , with free medical care, 
knives, forks and spoons and mattress allot ted to each passenger. 
He said, "It was uncomfortabl e enough", but he managed , even though 
the berth was · 18 i nches widco 
The ship was of 482 tons, and well past her pri me . 
1856 the voyage begane A journey "'is a fragment 
said, and it soon -proved to be n true stator.uent . · 
after a week ut sea~ and the allotment of food was 
requirement. Later the hold was broken i nto, and 
he would "blow tho culprit' s head off!" 

On 23rd Fcbru8 ry 
of Hell", it was 
The meat was baa 
below the dietary 
the Captain. saial 

The hea t was ovorpoweringr and they looked forward to the North West 
trade winds o During the heat of the day tho passengers would swiCl 
near tho bow of the shipc Saltwat er was us0d for washing, and 
during tho early part of t ho journey a smnll child died and was 
buried nt soa.. On 6th April thoy crossed the Lino ; they ba i.ted 
hooks and occasionally ccught a shark .. 
The air was foul bel ow docks , and Robert Thor.upson would sl eep on 
the upper docka "The lifo was monotonous" , ho snid, and ther e 
was quarrelling between p2ss0ngor s and crew. Tho mate , pistol 
in hand, threa t ened the passengers as ho wulked tho poop deck. 
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April Lcctqre Evening ,(Continued) 

The passengers never know whore they wore, as the Captain kept it a 
secret. Tho food was worse, pork and poas being tho best meal. Then 
another child diodo Robert nursed one of his friends who was 
sufferine¢:rom extreme hungor9 

Then tho ship c8.ught fire in tho galley, but luckily the fire was 
extinguishedo One thing happened 2ftor 3nothor, as huge seas 
pounded the shi p, and a huge wave took o.wo.y part of the bulwarks. 
Women fainted~ The rudder chsin broke fortunately after the 
winds had abat ed., Next tho weather became bitterly cold, and tho 
only thing to oat was mouldy biscuitso 

After 17 weeks of voyage l and was in zi ght . Robert Thompson said, 
"If. my accour.t has proved woaring 1 I was sick Emd tired of the voyage 
for a long timon. 

Vaughan and Halcyon made the tDJ..k interesting and amusing, too, with 
their exchange of dialogue and touch of thoatreo 

The evening ended with slides of old ships of those days . An 
evening enjoyed by all~ 

Solly Kalina. 

Membersh1J2 RouoTi 

This month we huve only ono narJ.o to wolcooo to our Fellowship: 
Miss Morag Ko Tho□:pson, Collaroy,, (John Bo.ylis) 
At the raomont we ar0 busily rosonrchin.g for throe or four different 
now First Floetors , and hopofully, by noxt Nowslcttor, there will be 
quite a fow additions t0 ou~ Fanily Listo 

At our reco11t cc!'onony at St John 1 s Coootcry, ParraIJa tta , tho 
following o.ddrcss wo.s given by Nr Edward Linn concerning his two 
First Flouters, John Horbert 2.nd Dobo:roh Ella11,. Tho sooo day a 
pl3quo was nl so placed on tho g£avo of Augustus Theodore Henry Alt, 
n pronincnt ~igure i n tho colony~ As there aro none of his 
descendants who are Mcnbora , wo supplied tha infornation for 
that article. 

Ha id.a Jackson. Nnry Bailey. 

John Horbert nnd Dcbornb~ (Address by Edward Li.r;m) 
John Horbert was born in 1760. On 14th March, 1785 , ho nppoarod 
boforo Sir Beaumont Hothar.1 nnd E'rnncis Buller pr esiding at tho Devon 
Lent Assizes held at ExotoT Castle< Togothor with Stephen Davenport, 
Robert Ellwood and J ohn Snall ho was charged with feloniously 
assnulting Janos Burt in tho Kings Highway and feloniously and 
violently taking froo his person and ngainst his will one octal w8.tch 
in a tortoiseshell case vnluo 3Os and one pruning knife value 6d and 
5s. Horbert and Sr:mll were sontuncod to hung; however, Royal Dorcy 
wns extended to thoo on condition of transportnti on for sovon years. 
Now thore s000:s to be sono di spute over whether · the John. Herbert who 
lies hero i s tho John Horbert I've just Dcntionodo Thor~ can be no 
dispute tho records nr o pl Qin and cloo. r . You know thnt when 
tho First Fluet Drrivcd~ Phillip wns without p3pcTs about tho 
prisoners. Accordingly 211 prisoners i~cro osso:_ibl od. on the dock of 
cs.ch ship before they l o.ndod o.nd pcirticulo.rs woro taken down from 
each per-son concerning their conviction~ ago , occupation, etc. Thus 
tho records show thnt tho John Herbert who was tr8Jlsportod in the 
Charlotte wos tho John H0rbort sontoncod 2t Exeter., 

You probably know tha t this .oonns of colle ction of infornntion .fron 
tho nouths of tho peopl e was tho ncnns usod in all subsequent nustcrs 
nnd censuses. Th~t i s to soy~ that co.ch tin0 a ouster wns t aken 
~ - - ,_ -- ~ -- -- ~ -- , _ ~- _, ..l.. - . - · ___ - - .. - - - - - - - . 



 

The details in the 1828 Census, when cooparod with the will loft by 
Jobn _Horbort of Parrawatta nnd with other records, clearly establishes 
his identity - so clearly that I onrvol that. there can be any 
suggestion of uncertainty about which of tho two John Herborts ho . . 
was. 
Deborah.Ellan or Hollao was born in 1767. On 24th August, · 1784, 

·she appeared together with Elizabeth Hewitt and ilico Hatton beforo 
.Jiichar.d. l?cppcr and Davies Barrington at the Chester Quartcrr Sessions. 
_Thay were charged with feloniously stooling .and taking awuy one 
cotton gown value 10s the property of Mnry Byron o.nd one gown o:f silk . 

· and worsted value 20s, six yards of cotton. cloth vnluo 6s the property ·· 
of Eliznbeth .Jackson in tho dwelling house of Ho.nry· Byron. Dc·borah 
·Hellao was sontonco.d to transportation for seven years. -. She ·arrived-. 

___ in __ Sydney Cove aboard the .Prince of Waloso · 
John Horbert and Deborah Hollan ware · oarricd at Sydney on 2nd April.,-· 
1788. Tho. next wo hear about thew is on 5th Deconbor, 1788, when 

· Deborah. appeared before David Collins, tho Judge Advocate; -following 
a domestic altercation. Tho incident i s a striking exaoplo of 

· brutality brae.ding brutality. Whot happened was that, while John ·· 
Borbort was.awa y working, sooc pi.gs got into the kitchen .garden and 
destroyed so□e plants. Whon ho arrived hooe she was not there -but 
at a neighbour's plc.ce. nftor sorJo difficulty and·some yelling, I 

· .. · gather ·she arri vod hooo ready to- do ba ttlo with ajp• Blows ··wo-ro 
exchanged (he struck her £irst), she loft him - she was repentant 
or was l)Grsuadod or, more likely, tho authorities got to hoar about 

. tho ·oattor. In any event she appeared tho next dny bcforo Collins 
accusing John Herbert of s triking her without !}unt~!causo.. . . She was 

.. wirepontant, apparently aaintaining. that if ho struck her again she 
would reciprocate. The end result was that she was sontonccd to 25 
lashes and ordered to return to her husband.. Seven oonths later .· 
she gave birth to her first chil<l, -Bonj anin - -on Tuesday 21st July, 
1789, t o be. exact. · 
In 1790 wo loarn that John Herbart wns working a t tho Prospect 
settlement in his spnro tioo . His sentence was not expired , and he 
had declared his intention of settling thoro. This , in fact, 
happened. He received ·a gr ant ·of 70 a"cr os nt Prospect in l a te 1791. 
His f 3ro was lutor known as Ponder , which is n further pointer to his 
origin. 
Things wore indoud difficult for thoo. Th0 hoo h ::-td t o t ake the 
placo of tho plough; 2 bad drought in 1798-99 weighed hoDvily. They 
felt they wore unf~irly troatod in tho di stribution of convict labour, 
but, difficulties notwithstanding, thoy wore anong the eight f amilies 

» out of 54 who had boon granted l nnd boforo 1795 still on their faros 
in 1800. ' 
In addition to Bonjs r.J.in, who was lator to bcconc Constable at Liver­
pool and Bringclly, they h3d tho following chil dren: Willian, born 
28/12/1791. Ch3rlos, who i s burisd horo, born 1795. John, born 
in 1796. James, born 8/8/1803. Joseph and Susonnah. Susannah 
oarried Anthony Sanders at Liverpool in 1821 and was buri ed hero in 
St Johnls on 17th Soptoobor, 1829 . I do not know tho site of hor 
grave . 
We know nothing rioro about Dobornh than our imagina tions ni ght provide 
or than her opitnph t ells us. Life did not privilege her or reward 
her with ouch beyond unrooitting hardship and toil. It is to wooon 
such as hor that we owe our birth ns n na tion. 
We do know □ore about hor husbnnd John, though. Ho ronarriod. Ann 
Dudley was his second wife ' s naoc, and they oarricd nt Castlereagh a 
few oonths after Deborah's doo.th in 1819. Ho oppoars to hnvo 
prospered in a oild way. By 1828 he had acquired l and in Caopbcll . 
Street, Parrao.atta. Tho land is now No 41; it was then No 39 and 
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and when ho died, l oft an ndditional s on by his second wife . 

·was Henry J9hn Horbert . 

_,. · 
This son 

John end Deborah Herbert ' s children and 8 nunbor of their descendants 
" down to tho prusont day continue i n faroing i n New South Wal es through, 

I su1gost, tr~di t i on. As n f anily they have partici pated i n tho 
w:1vos cf dovol opnont , first a l one tho Nopcan , then wostwq,rd to the 
La chl s n. 
I n l ooki !).g a t tho on teri:::il uvailo.blo about pcoplo such as John and 
Deborah , it i s wise to roneobcr that the hi story we ccn read or 
reconstruct deri ves froo infor□8tion recorded 3bout then by thoir 
edu.cntod "superiors". History fro□ their own point of vi ew i s s ilent. 
They couldn ' t write , so they l oft no diaries about th8ir everyday 
cooings E.lnd goings, ouch l oss thei r innormos t feelings . How tragic 
this-is for tho his tory of Australia because , i n tho f i nal anal ysi s , it 
i s the everyday inter a cti on botwoon poopl o that ostoblishcs a soci ety's 
tr::::di t i ons nnd shapes its desti ny . Pe:opl o like John o.nd Deborah 
were very ouch in the □J jority o 

What do we know.of tho w.:iy those poopl o have shaped our soci ety? Why 
is it that , nftor all those years of negl ect , we of t he current 
generations of Australinns sock to pl ace pl aques on the gr aves of 
p0opl o such 3S ·Doborah and John? I s it just fashi on , i s it hi story 
for history' □ sake , or is i t r oally a search to understand our own 
i dentity as Austral i ans? I t ony be all of those things , but I would 
like to thi nk that Deborah and John Herbert and nnny oore of their ki nd 
woul d s upport n.e i n posi ng to you a ques t i on which I will l eave with 
you • • •. "Do Australians of tho present day r el ntc to their soci a l 
ins"titutions and each other in. any di fferent way t o the way they di d 
to theirs•?" · 
Editor ' s .Neto : Regretfully tho address on Augustus Theodore Henry Alt 
has had to be hold over until next Nowsl ottor . 
Another Bloodworth Dos cencli::mt 
vk nr o plc:Jscd to 8nnounce tho birth of ::mother Bloodworth descendant , 
Wnrwick Mel drur,i , born 10th Fobrunry a t To.r oe , gr .:1ndson of .Nell Sanso□ 
(Bl oodworth) .. 

Tia rl;L, Encow1tors ~otwocn Duro12..c:;Dns o.nd li.boriginos in N. S. W. 
(By Ena HQrper . R0printcd by kind porniss i on of Ashfi eld Historical 
Society and I:nn Hnrpor . First inst,:1.i oont :.1pp1Jar 0cl in l ast Newsl e tter) 

Tho irnstrnl oid gr oup of hunani ty, to whi ch th6 Aborigi nes bel ong, arc 
still to be found i n small rcnnsnts in lands fron Austrnlin to southern 
India : Professor Iylkin believed thnt very oo.rly types of oun lived· 
in J 2va , and ilustro.1oid oan bocaoo diffor entintud , spreading north to 
I ndic nnd Mnl ay::::i. nncl south to Now Guincn and Aus trulia . 
Thes e peopl e wor e food- gatherers nnd hunters , nnd probably novod on 
fron. t i rno to tioo in sG:::trch of bettor hunting grounds . :l1so pressur e 
of popula t i on, o.spccially froo peopl e of 2 hir;hor culture , oay hnv0 
f urced thoD to frush p:rnturos. ,\ t cmy r o. te sono L.ustr :.1l oi ds 
eventual ly r o:::t chod ~lust r ~lin and for a l one tine they r ou~i nod com­
pl etely undisturbed . They ac. jus tod to the cnvironr:1cnt without 
ox pl aining it , and li vod in ol nost a porfo ct bnl :::mce with the l and , its 
pl ants and cronturos . We s hould j l so ruooober thoro wor e droughts , 
bushfir cs ond f loods t hon o.s now. 
Ther e i s ona ~xlllrl f e et tha t poopl o of Buropc~n s t ock should rocogn~se 
as of gro3t i oporto.nco . Just stop and consi der . This pri nitive r a ce 
$urvivod , carried out its affairs and w3s going qui0tl y 3bout its 
busi ness when Europaons nrrivod . They hnd s urvived without bonofit of 
~sychiatrists , ol octrici ans , ~grono□ists , no chanics , diotitiuns or 
chi ropodists . (To bo Continued) 

Coni ng Events 


