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From the President

Since the last Newsletter we have celebrated our 10th Birthday. A
very happy evening was spent by Members at the Weinkeller Restaurant,
and it was particularly pleasing to have with us our three Vice
Patrons, Foundation Members and even some new Members only admitted
to the Fellowship within the last couple of months. Let us hope

we will have many happy rcturns of that anniversary.,

Don't forget the Coach Trip on 28th May to Gledswood Winery,
Campbelltown, Camden, The Oaks and Burragorang Loockout. This area
is steeped in early history, and I am sure it will prove a most '
intercsting day. Phone me (709~8974) for any vacancies,

Word has been received that work is progressing well on the
Australasian Federation of Family History Organisations, and it
secms certain that the Inaugural Meeting will be held in Canberra
later this year.

I hope to see many lMembers on the coach on Sunday 28th May.

Beryl Lewis.

Agrii Lecture Broning

The April Lecturc Evening was an interesting and lively onc.

Vaughan Bvans (Councillor for the Royal Australian Historical
Society) and his wife Halcyon gave a talk titled "A Steerage Passage
to the Antipodes in the 1850's"™, The talk described the hardship
and strugglc of Robert Thompson's voyage to New Zealand.

The voyage cost £3 if you were single, with free medical carec,
knives, forks and spoons and mattress allotted to cach passenger,
He said, "It was wncomfortable snough'", but he managed, even though
the berth was 18 inches widc.

The ship was of 482 tons, and well past her prime. On 23rd February
1856 the voyazge began. A journcy "is a fragment of Hell", it was
said, and it soon proved to be a true gtatement.” The meat was bad
after a week et Bea, and the allotment of food was below the dietary
requircment. Iater the hold was broken into, and the Captain said
he would "blow the culprit's head offi®

The hcat was overpowering, and they looked forward to the North Wesst
trade winds. During the hcat of the day the passengers would swim
necar the bow of the ship. Saltwater was used for washing, and
during the carly part of the journcy 2 small child dicd and was
buried at sca. On 6th April they crossed the Linc; they baited
hooks and occasionally caught a shark.

The air was foul below decks, and Robecrt Thompson would slecp on
the upper deck, "The life was monotonous®, he said, and there

was quarrelling betwcen passcngers and Ccrew. The mate, pistol

in hand, thrcatened the passengers as he walked the poop deck.



April Iccture Evening (Continued)

The passcngers never knew where they were, as the Captain kept it a
scerct. The food was worsc, pork and peas being the best meal. Then
another child dicd. Robert nurscd onc of his friends who was
sufferingfrom cxtreme hunger,

Then the ship caught fire in the galley, but luckily the fire was
extinguished. Onc thing happened aftcr another, as huge seas
pounded the ship, and a huge wave took away part of the bulwarks.
Wonen fainted. The rudder chain broke -~ fortunately after the
winds had abatcd. Next the weather becanme bitterly cold, and the
only thing to cat was nouldy biscuits.

After 17 wecks of voyage land was in sight. Robert Thompson said,
"If my account has proved wearing, I was sick and tired of the voyage
for a long timc®.

Vaughan and Halcyon made the talk intercsting and amusing, too, with
their exchange of disloguc and touch of theatre.

The evening cnded with slides of o0ld ships of those days. An
evening cnjoyed by all.

Bally Kalina,

Menbership Report

This nmonth we have only one name to welcome to our Fellowship:
Miss Morag K. Thompson, Collaroy. (John Baylis)

A% the moment we are busily rescarching for three or four differcnt
new First Fleetcrs, and hopefully, by next Newsletter, there will be
guitc a fow additions to our Fanily List.

At our rccent ceorcmony at St John‘s Cenctery, Parranatta, the
following addrese was given by Mr Edward Linn conccrning his two
First Flceters, Jchn Herbort and Debérah EBEllan, The sape day a
plague was also placed on the grave of Augustus Theodore Heonry Alt,
a pronincnt figurce in the colony. As therc are none of his
descendants who are Members, we supplicd the information for

that article.

Haida Jackson. Mary Bailey.
John Herbert and Deborab Bllanm '(ﬁddross by Edward ILinn}

John Herbert was born in 1760. On 14th March, 1785, he appeared
before Sir Beaumont Hothan and Francis Buller presiding at the Devon
Lent Ageizes held at Exeter Castle. Toguther with Stephen Davonport,
Robert Ellwood and John Small he was charged with fecloniously
assaulting Jancs Burt in the Kings Highway and feloniously and
violcently taking from his porson and against his will onc nctal watch
in a tortoiseshell casc valuc 30s and onc pruning knifc value 6d and
bs. Herbert and Snmall were scntonced to hang; however, Royal nercy
was cxtoended to them on conditicn of transportation for soven years.

Now thero scoms to be sonc dispute over whether the Jobhn Horbert who
lics here is the John Horbert I've just nentioned. There can be no
disputce =~- the records are plnin and clear. You know that when
the First Fleet arrived, Phillip was without papcrs about the
prisoncrs. dccordingly all prisoncrs were asscibled on the dock of
cach ship before they landed and particulars were taken down from
cach pergon concerning their convietion, age, occupation, cte. Thus
the rccords show that the John Herbert who was transportced in the
Charlottc was the John Herbort sontonced at Excter..

You probably know that this ncans of colleetion of information fron
the mouths of the ncople was the neans uscd in all subscquent nusters
and consuscs, IThat is to say, that coch tinc a pustor was taken
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The details in the 1828 Census, when comparcd with the will left by
John Herbert of Parramatta and with other records, clearly establishes
his identity -— so clcarly that I nmarvel that. therc can be any
suggestion of uncertainty about which of the two John Hcrberts he . .
was. :

Deborah Ellan or Hellanm was born in 1767. On 24th 4Lugust, 1784,

- she appearcd together with Elizabeth Hewitt and Alice Hatton before ..
'Richard Pepper and Davies Barrington at the Chester Quarter Sessions.
_They were charged with feloniously stealing and talzing away one

cotton gown value 10s the property of Mary Byrom and onc gown .of silk
- and worsted value 20s, six yards of cotton. cloth value 6s the property -
of Elizabeth Jackson in the dwelling housc of Henry Byron. Deborah
‘Hellanm was sentenced to transportation for scven ycars. - She arrived.
_in 8ydney Cove aboard the Prince of Walcs.

John Herbert and Deborah Hellan were marricd at Sydney on 2nd April,”
1788.  The next we hear about them is on 5th Decenmber, 1788, when
‘Deborah appearcd before David Collins, the Judge advocate, -following
a domestic altcrcation. The ineident is a striking example of
- brutality breeding brutality. What happened was that, while John
Herbert was. away working, sone pigs got into the kitchen garden and
destroyed scric plants. When he arrived home she was not thore but
at a neighbour's place., - Aifter some difficulty and some yelling, I
- gather she arrived home recady to do battle with hin, Blows were
" oxchanged (he struck her first), she left him — she was repentant -
or was persuaded or, morc likcly, the authoritics got to hcar about
~the nmatter. In any cvent shc appeared the next day before Collins
accusing John Herbert of striking her without gantocause, . She was
.unrcpentant, apparcntly naintaining that if he struck her again she
would rcciprocate. The ond result was that shce was sontenced to 25
lashes and ordered to return to hcr husbhand. Sevoen nonths later
she gave birth to her first child, Benjanin —— -on Tucsday 2tst July,
1789, to be cxact. '

In 1790 we learn that John Herbert was working at the Prospect
scttlenent in his sparc tine. His scntence was not cxpircd, and he
had dcelarcd his intcntion of settling therce. This, in fact,
happened.  He reccived @ grant 6f 70 acres at Prespect in late 1791,
His farnm was latcr known as Pender, which is a further pointcr to his
origin.

Things werc indeced difficult for thom. The hoc had to take the
placc of the plough; 2 bad drought in 1798-99 weilghcd heavily. They
fclt they were unfzirly treated in the distribution of conviet labour,
but, difficultics notwithstanding, they werc anong the cight fanilics
» out of 54 yho had becn granted land before 1795 still on their farns
~ ip 1800.

In addition to Benjamin, who was later to becone Constable at Liver-
pool and Bringelly, thoy had the following children: Willian, born
28/12/1791., Charles, who is buried here, borm 1795.  John, born
in 1796. James, born 8/8/1803. Joseph and Susarnah,  Susannah
parricd Anthony Sanders at Liverpool in 1821 and was buried herc in
8t John's on 17th Scptcember, 1829. I do not know thc site of her
gravo,.

Wo know nothing nore about Dcborah than our imaginations night provide
or than her epitaph tclls us. Lifc did not privilege her or reward
her with nuch beyond unrermitting hardship and toil. It is to wonmen
such as her that wc owe our birth as a nation.

Wc do know morc about hor husband John, though., He rcnarriod. 4nn
Dudlcy was his sccond wifc's namc, and they narricd at Castleroagh a
few nonths after Deborah's dcath in 1819, He appears to have
prospercd in a nild way. By 1828 he had acquircd land in Canpbell
Stroet., Parranatta. The land is now No 41; it was then Ko 39 and







