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President's Eegort

There is no formal President's Report this month, as the President,
like quite a few other Members currently or in recent weeks, is ill
with the 'flu. However, the President wishes to bring to the
attention of Members the following matters:

1. There is such an increase in mail these days that we wish the
co-operation of Members, when scnding mail to the Fellowship, to
address all general matters to the Hon. Secretary. Nowsletter
matters to the Hon, Editor. Matters dealing with lembership to
the Membership Committee.

2e The coach picnic on 28th May to Giedswood Winery was a
delightful day, and everyone enjoyed the Winery itsclf and the
subsequent coach trip which followed.

3. An interesting day was had by somc of our Members in costume

at Manly on Wednesday 14th Junc at a rc—enactment of Governor Phillip's
landing at Manly. The Mayor of Manly gave a civic reception for -
the crew taking part and for Members of tht Féllowship present,

§ May Lecture Hvoning

i Mr Len Werman's talk "Up and Down the City Road" about early Goorge
{ Strcet was an interesting journey back in time to thosc carly days
- of Sydney. :

He told many colourful tales of the characters of Sydney,'and made
those days alive, and you felt you werc back in that time, One of
his stories was about our first policeman (John Harris), who had been

. deported for stealing. He caught malaria in an African colony,
» and later was movcd to Botany Bay. When his sentence was over he
ir0posed to establish a night watch. The Govcrnor agreed, and he was

ppointed leader, its meombers being convicts. It proved to be a
uccess. - :

' Bveryone enjoyed the evening, and we would love to have Mr Werman back

again, as he was an ifiteresting and intelligent speaker.
Sa lly Knlina .

dpecial Notico

Change of Venue for Noxt Lecture Evening

Thewncxt Locture Evening, on Wednesday 12th July,
will be held in the Gonealogical Sooicty rooms,
Richmond ¥illa, 120 Kont Strcct, Sydney. Samc time,
8 pm. Speaker is Mr Keith Johnson (author of
Cadman's Cottage),who will talk on "Tracing Your
Family History".
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Mbmbexsglp Comnittec

" The following ncw Members have becn welcorcd into the Fellowships
John Dzvid Brunton, Carlingford. (Willian Tunks)

Mrs Beverlcy Jean Penncll, Shalvey. (Willian Tunks)

Mrs Alison Joy Ziemba, Granville.  (William Tunks)

Mrs Valda Marie Knapman, Gurley. (Williar Douglas, Mary Groves)

Mrs Bertha Emily Australia Kcevin, Roscvillc Chasc. (Anthony Rope &
Elizabeth Pullcy, and John Summcrs{

Mrs Mary Elvle Hope-Caten, Ms Juliec Hopc-Caten and Miss Toni Hope~
Caten. (Anthony Ropc & Elizabeth Pulley, and John Surncrs)

Mrs Elvie Irenc Boyd, Ryde. (&nthony Ropc & Elizaboth Pulley,
and John Sucmcrs)
Mrs Bronwyn Yvonne Tyc, Mount Kcira. (Sanuel Pickett)

Alexander ‘Macleay Gamack, Quacbone. (Frederick Meredith)

lMrs Rebecca Christine Junc Round, Howrah, Tasnania. (Nathanicél Imcas
& 0livia Gasc01gne)
Izn Victor Round, = (4s above)

Mrs Coralic Merle Green, West Beach, South Australia. (Phebe Flarty)

Anong the above First Flectors we have threc new nares — John
sunrers, Sanucl Pickett and Phobe Flarty.

Nzida Jackson.,  Mary Bailey,

Avgustus Thoodore Eenry Alt (1731=181

(Address given “t the graveside of Augustus Alt, on the occasgion of
the unveiling of a plaguc thoro, on 12th March this ycar)

Alt, 2o soldicr and survcyor, was born probably in London, thc son of
Justice Heinrich 41%, sometine Lcbassador for Hesso-Kasscl, and his
English wife Jeanctta. Augustus began scrviec in the British Arny in
1755, when he waes appointed Ensign in thce 8th Reginent. This was the
beginning of a very wvaried carcer. ' :

He served first as Assistant Quirtermaster-General to Hanoverian
troops, and later as zide-de-canp to scveral Generals until the con-
clusion of peacc. In 1763 he was building roads in Scotland and
studicd Russion cxcreiscs the following ycar. He scrved with the
Manchcster voluntecers 2t the sicge of Gibraltar, where he was nade
Lssistant Engiheer, In 1785 hc was nbout to embark as Engincer with
Col. Erekinc for Madagoscar when the expedition was cancelled.,

In May 1787 hc was appointed to the now colony of Now Scuth Wonles as
its Burveyor of lsmds and as a menber of its coomnission for trial of
pirates and of its Viece~idniralty Court; on arrival at Port Jackson he
was nade a Justice of the Peacc. In April 1788 Phillip instructed
his Burveyor-Genecrnl, Augustus Alt, to draft 2 plan for a town on the
principle that cxtent of empire dumandoé grandour -of design.  In Alt's
plan the main street was to be 200 fcet in w1dth. The very grandeur
of the plan, 2s well as the - o2d to use avallable labour on the pro=
duction of focd ond shelter —aused it tc be shelved. So the town of
Sydney grew in o slapdash w., until Macquaric arrived and rostored
some of the original grandCL when he redesigned the strects.

In Novenber 1788 hugustus Alt accorpanied Governor Phillip in an cxcur-
sion to cstablishWcttleonent ot the head of the Parramatta River. 3791
public works were in hand, building the new storchousc, and two briak
houscs, onc for thce Revs Johnson and the other for Mr 4lt. Both werc
erccted on thc cast side of Syiney Cove. :

In October 1791 Augustus Alt sat on the Board of Magistrates which
) (Continued on Poge 3)
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cxanined the mastor of the convict ship Queen sbout abuses which had
taken plice on the voyage; but next nonth, becausc of ill health, he
asked for rclicf as Surveyor-General., — Phillip supportced his rcquest,
and whilec waiting for a rcplacciient enployed Licut. Dawes and David
Burton to survey scttlcrs' farns, Howcveor, 4lt continued to hold
office and drew up the surveyor's rcturns in 1794.

Licut. Grose ordcered Charles Grincs of Norfolk Island to Sydney to act
as Deputy Surveyor, but 41t continucd to act as Magistrate., In 1797
A1t made over half his pay to Grimos, who in 1801 was appointed Acting

. Surveyor-General when Alt was officially invalided fronm the scorvice and

given a pcnsion of half-pay for 1life. In February 1794 he was

| eranted 100 acros, Hernitage Farn, at Petersham, where in 1798 his -

house was burnt down, and in- 1810 was grantced a further 280 adjoining
acres betwecen the road to Parramatta and Ashficld. v He docs not appear
to have cultivated his land vory actively.

A1t had two children, Lucy (1790-1806%) and Honry George *(born 1799).

Their mothor was Ann George, a2 conviet in the Lady Penrhyn in the First
Fleet, who died in 1814. Alt died ot Parranatta on 9th January 1815
and was buried 2t St John's Churchyard (Ann George is also buried in

| 8t John's). His son scon left for China in the Northanpton. The

nonunent we sce herc was erected to Augustus 4lt's nmemory by his
nephow, Matthew Bowles ilt.

Dayigd Kilpagk '

(This address was preparcd and given by Mrs Joy Wallman when a blaquo
was unveiled at the grave of David Kilpack, at St John's Cenmetory,
Parranatta, on 12th March)

David Kilpack was born in 1757. He was tried by the Middlesex Jury ot
i the 01d Bailey at thoe sessions which began on 26th February 1783, was
found guilty of feleoniously stealing con 18th January 1783 poultry to
the value of 7/6 and sentonced to transportation for 7 years,

On 10th Scptcrber 1783 he was tried by the Middlescex Jury at the 01d
Bailey a2t tho scssions which began on 10th Scptenber 1783, found guilty
of returning from transportaticn ond being found at large on 18t

iugust 1783 without any lgwful causc, ond scentcenced to death. He was
called to the Bar with the,cther "Swift" nutincers and scntonced. The
sontence was rescinded on condition of transportation for lifc. He was
transported here on the "Scarborough'.

He norried Eleanor ¥McDonald on 15th Junc 1791. In 1794 he was an
original grantce of land at the Ficld of Mars. The Kilpack farm was
on lzand now bounded on the ¢ast by Pennant Hills and subdivided by
Carlingford Road. There was onc son and three daughters by the
narringe. The son, David, died aged 15 nonths and is buricd in the
fanily vault.

Pavid Kilpack dicd on 30th Novenmber 1797 aged 40, His widow and
daughters continucd to work the farm after his. death.s The three girls
were gaid to be fine, attractive, capable girls. Martha morried Janes
Beynolde, a landownocr, Bloanor narried Andrew Murray, the Governncnt
Botanist. They are buried with their husbands in the fanily vault.

1izébeth narried Jancs Milson, Scnior, who was a picncer of the North
Ca He and his sons also pioncered nuch grazing country in New
outh Wales and Quecnsland, {(They arc buried at St Thomas! Cenotery).

The inscription on his grave - "He was a loving husband, an affcctionate
father and 2 sincere friend" - a scttler - probably best describes hin.

Obit

We regret tc announce tha: passing of the following: Mrs Freda Pearl
bbs, late of Carlingford, mother of our President, Mrs Beryl Lewis;
Ar Dudley Everinghan, of Eastwood, whe supported the Fellowship over
the years; and Mr Taber, father of Miss Betty Taber, ncnber of the
cllowship (Kathaniel Lucas). The Pellowship cxtends its sincere
ndolcnces to relatives. :
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Regucest froo South hustralia
(Frow: Mrs Coralic Groen, 21 Rockinghar Street, West Bcach, S.d. 5024,
writton on o rccent visit to Sydney):

Hullo! ~ After 20 years' rescarch {or should I say dgtective work) I
find I an eligible to request menbership of the Fellowship of First
Fleccters, My conviet, on thc Prince of Walcs, was Phebe FlaMty
(Flaherty, Flarhcrty). I have left a draft copy of the family trec
in Roon 312 Asscnbly Building. 48 nmany of the branches arce bare, I
would be happy to receive any additional infcrmation, the key nancs
being: : ' '
Phobe Flarty

1

Richard Podriore

1
Enn (F.) daran (¥.) Richard (F. or P.) Blizabcth P.Goorge P
Johndloon R e e ,
John'Moorc Juscph Spenecer -+

Other narmcs - Elizaboth & George Rousc, Henrietta & Charleg
Bethel~Lyons.

in No3 W

'.(By Ena Harper. Reprinted by kind pernission of Ashficld Historical
Socicty and Ene Horper. This is the third instalnent published)

The Aborigincs had survived without henefit of psychiatrists,
electricians, agrononists, mechanics, dietitians or chiropodists, .
They lived on, one generation after ancther, without our vast stope
of specialiscd knowledge. It is a grecat pity that investigation of
- their own pceuliar and wonderful wisdon was not carried out in the

. Sydney arca before they becane extinet or detribalised, In fact,

- in-depth rescarch should bc specded up in tribes which are still
living in their natural statc.

?_It is hard for a nodern city-dweller to roalise the intinmacy with
=+ which the Australian Aboriginc kncw his own particular arca of
country. Profcssor Elkin writcs:

.. ¥The Aborigineg, living off thc land, and with nothing between himscelf
+and the natural featurcs of his environment, knows thon with a "photow
j. graphic" faniliarity that we, in cur sophistication, can hardly

;. realisc. - The Lberigine's familiarity with nature, however, is not

* only "photographie"; it is also spiritusl; it is one of personal
crelationship eeeses”

- Boforc investigating what happenced whon contact was nmade with

. Buropeans a2t the time of Captain Cock's expcedition, it would be wise
- to study in brief their social customs. In 1788 there were about

2 500 tribes in the wholce of Australia, VWhat is a tribe? Speaking

. generally,

1) It is a group of people related by actual or inplied genecalogy;
2)They occupy and own a dcfinite area of territorys;

3) Usc a language or dialecct pceculiar to thenselves;

4) Arc known by a distinct narc though it is sopctirnes difficult to
_ discover what this was; : :

> {5) Havc customs and laws which may differ in sonc ways fron those of
‘ neighbouring tribes;

(6) Heme their own rites and beliefs.

. We have noted that a tribe had its own particular territory for food-
 gathering, but it is nost inportant to rnecte that there were no wars
for territorial aggrandiscnent (according to Prof. Blkin). Like
inidividual persons, raccs scen to develop a specific personality, and
it secns that they were of a peaceable nature.

T

{(To Be Continued)
Bvent

uly 12 (8 pr): ILecture Bvening, "Tracing Your Farily History", at
he Richpnond Villa, 120 Kent Strect, Sydney.
. R



