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'-- From the Presi.Q.filil 

Firstly I extend sincere thanks to our two Vice Presidents, hr Roy Kable 
·:1~a. hr Roderick Best, for carryine out my duties whilst I was in Adelaide. 
It i s good to have two s uch willint; helpers. 
r~iy visit to Adelaide was primarily to a ttend the Second Australasj.a.n 
~Q11;1ress on Genealocy and HeraldU at the Adelaide University. This 
,idS an :outs~andine success, with over 220 del egates attending . Much 
was learned by all present. Ea ch seminar was well attended, and the 
speakers were excellent. The paper I presented was very well received 
and 3ave rise to some interesting questions and discussions. Most of 
the papers have been printed in book form, and contain a-wealth of 
i nf oTro6tion. They are available at $15 each (plus postage) from the 
::10s t sqciety: ~he South Aus tralian Genealogy & Heraldry Society, 
P.O. Box 13,Marden, South Australia 5070. 
A highlight of the Con8ress was an officia! dinner on the Saturday night, 
when amtdst scenes of 0reat jubilation and excitement the Premier of 

·-3outh Aµs tralia announced "public access to the records" in South 
Australia to historians and genealoeists. This is a first for Australia , 
~lthougp. one other State is expected to announce a similar arraneement very 
s oon. : r can only add, May New South Wales soon follow. 

t 

It was particularly pleasing to meet other First Fleeters attending, and 
I fe el ~his can only foster better r e l a tions between Societies from every 
St ate , New Zealand and Grea t Britain, to meet in an atmosphere of common 
i ~terest and l earning . We each have our place in present-day society --
.. me complements another - and this certa inly shone through in the happy 
fe llowship in Adelaide . A committee was formed to look into the use of 
rr.ini computers in genealogy, something which must come in the future. 
f 0llowiµg the ~ongress the ~ual Ge~§..t.~~ MeetinR oj A.F.F.H.O. was held, 
Hr Brian Brooks ( a past President of the Family History Group in Britain) 
attended as an obseryer and chaired the meeting f or the election of 
officers 0 I was honoured to be re-el ected a Councillor (the only one in ; 
I~ow South Wales) o · 

Since l ast reporting to you it has been.my privilege to be a guest speaker 
for the following groups: Maroubra and Bexley View Clubs, Drummoyne 
Rotary qlub, South Australian Women's Group (City of Sydney) and Turramurra 
J?Timary ,School, which . held an Aus traliana Week. I was delighted to see 
t he interest and response of these children. Their Headmaster, Mr F. Gray, 
i s certainJ.y setting a f ine example. 
·,ht::1 other Ex~utive members I _attended the 91.ficial 0.JllL4J.M of the 
exhibiti on at the B1:1nk o.f New South Wal es , Sydney, "1788 to Gallipoli. 11 

It was a gr eat pleasure to attend the kunching of Mrs Val erj_e Ross ' book 
~'I•!_<:rt_t,h.fL'i._E,v~~n_gh?,!!l_-_"":..A.]'..i.x,s_t_ J:.~~.£ter and l:l,;i.s times.;" Dr David Armstrong 
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spoke in f,lowing terms of this book. Nine years of hard work and 
rcseafch have 80ne into this publication, and I certainly congratulate 
J\'irs Ross, a fellow "First Fleeter." 
On Sa turday 3rd r.-iay I went on a coa ch trip (as a member of the R.A.H.S.) 
to the Captain Cook Commemoration. It was a very inspiring ceremony, 
and I commend it to Menbers . This i s an annual event . 
I have been asked by the Executive Committee to appeal to Members to 
contribute articles, of historic or geneal ogical interest, for printin~ 
in our Newsl etter. I f we all share our knowl edge and experience we 
make things so much more interesting for our Members . Also, we wouillill:... 
like your reaction to a section of the Newsletter bcine devoted to~ 
"Can You Help?" column, to help families in contact and research. The 
appeal s to be open to any f i nancial member . Do l et us know your 
thoughts on this. 
In closing I thank those ~embers who responded to my appeal for donations 
towards the pl aques at The Rocks and the First Fleet memorial at 
Circu~ar Quay. A pros ress list i s pri nted elsewhere in this Newsl etter. 

Beryl Lewis. 

Member·ship Report 

The foilowin,s new hembers are welcom0d into the Fellowship: 

r11rs Joan E., N. Grider, Gl en Waverl ey, Victoria . (Frederick Meredith) 
Mrs Nol a Brunton, Carlingford, NSW. (William Tunks) 
Mr Raymond V. Mullins and :r-1r Geoffrey P. Mullins, Greenacre, NSW. 

(Andrew Fishburn) 
Mr John D. Herbert , l'ir Brendan P. Herbert and Mr David J. Herbert, 

Deniliquin, NSW . (John Herbert and Deborah Ellam) 

Mi ss Marea F. Herbert , St Kilda, Victori a . (John Herbert and Deborah 
Ellam) 

..___. 
The Net11bership Committee looks for\·Jard to meetins any new :Members a t our 
monthly l ectures . 

Membership Committee .. 

Donations Tow <.1rds Plagues 
Donations have been received . from the following Members towards the 
cost oi: the plaques a t The Rocks and on the First Fleet memorial: 

Dawson, :Mrs N. E. 
Fri end , A. 
Hunt-Sm;lth, Nrs Betty (W.A.) 
Ra ble , \Ivir R. · 
Lewis, :Mrs B. 

- ,7 

Meredith, r.'ir R. 
Nont~omery, Nrs 
Rowe, Mrs 
Whiley, Mrs h . C. 

In forwardine her donation, :Mrs Hunt- Smi th, of Quinn' s Rocks , W.A., said 
that, whil e she enjoyed livine in Western Australia, "I do mi ss Sydney 
in many ways , particularly when I read .about your vc1rious interesting 
activities." 

',' 

"Matthew Everin,,:;ham, a First Fl eeter and his times" 
. t. 

Copies ··of the above book dre still available from the Fellowship. PJ.ease 
contact the President, Hrs Le-wi s , on 709 8974. Copi es availabl e at a 
concession r a~ throuGh the Fellowship. 
Constitution Available .. 
The Fellowship ' s Constitution has been reprinted (updated version) in a 
small neat book, and i s avr.dlable to f inancial }'1embers upon request. 
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Lucas Family Get-Together 

On Sunday 15th June (Queen's Birthday Weekend) the descendants of 
Nathaniel Lucas and Olivia Gascoigne are invited to a f amily get-together 
a t Wor~nora Dam, located 55.8 km south of the G.P.O., Sydney. 
The turn-off to the Dam is just south of Wa t erfall, on the Princes 
Highway. Hours of opening -- 10 am to 5 pm. Please bring your own 
lunch. :. Barbecue facilities and hot water available. 
Any enquiries, please contact Rhonda Kroehnert, 14 Fitzpatrick Crescent, 
Casula. 2170~ Phone Sydney 602 4651. 
Hope to see you there. 

Lucas ·nescendants 

Come oh, Lucas descendants , send in those Family Trees for our Bi-Centenary 
·Book. Pos t to: Betty Taber, 3 Garuwa Street, Fintsal Bay, via Nelson Bay, 

\.,.._, NSW 231 5 • . 

Death of Sir Bruce Small 

The de~th occurred -on 1s t May a t the age of 84 of Sir Bruce Small (John 
and Mary Small). Sir Bruce, who made his fortune through the Malvern 
Star bicycle, was best known in Australia for his promotion of Queensl and's 
Gold Coast, pcirticularly with the bikini-clad meter maids. He was Mayor 
of thc ·Gold Coast for six years, f rom 1967. A f l amboyant, popular but 
sometimes controver?ial figure, Sir Bruce had the further distinction of 
bein8 the oldest person elected to an Australian Parliament for the firs t 
time , when he won the Queensl and State sea t of Surfers Paradise in 1972 
at the _'._'a::;e of 76~ · 

The First Emancipis t 

(One of the Chateau Tanunda 11Histor i cal First s 11 Series) ., 

Australia's first emancipi st was John I rving, who was given an absolute 
~ardon by Governor Arthur Phillip on December 15, 1791, only a day before 

..,___,two ot her men and a woman received similar pardons . 

In his .instructions for management of the Colony i ssued in 1787 Phillip 
had been gi ven the right "to emancipate and discharge from their 
servitude" convicts he consider ed deserving, but final a uthority to do so 
apparently became offi ci al only when he received the Royal Warrant and 
seal along with an affirmation of these powers in Sept ember 1791. 
The Goiernor ha~· anticipat ed the warr ant when he i ssued a gener al order 
in February 1790 making public his decision to emancipate Irving and 
appoin~ him assi stant surgeon at Norfolk Islando For his "unremitting 
good conduct and meritorious behaviour" Irvi ng wa s "a proper object of 
Royal fuorcy, 11 the Order declared. 

Irving had been; convicted for l arceny at Lincoln in 1784, and transported 
in the -First Fl<3et. He appear s to have begun his service durine the 
voyage, as an assis~~nt to the s ur3eon aboard the convict ship "Lady 
Penrhyn." On arriva·l ·he took on s imilar work at the littl e hospita l 
er ect e4 in Sydney Cove , stayi n& there -until his transfer to Norfolk 
I s l and .. Af ter r eturning from Norfolk I s l and he was post ed in 1791 to 
assi st :Surgeon Arndell at Parramatta , · wl:icre he died in 1795 . 
Irving's Warrant of Emancipation has pri de of pl ace in the regi s t er of 
pardon$, but withi n a ·day several others had al so been emancipated. 
Brickl<:1yer J ames Bloodworth, who had worked on most Sydney Cove buildings 
and trained ot her tradesmen , was one ; John Ars cott another for his 
"valorous bcha,c.our" in helping save _the ship "Sirius " from burning. A 
woman .who married a supq,r i ntendent al s o r eceived an absolute pardon~ and 
14.convicts were awa.-rdeq conditi onal pardons f or their work on the ship 
"Guardian" before and afte r its wreck. 

Throughout tho histor y of convicts in Austr8lia sever al forms of 
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emancipation were practised . Pardons were i ssued pri marily for good 
conduct , services to the Government or a cts of bravery, and l ater to 
conviqts who agreed to be come constabl es for a specified period. 
Few of the emancipists r·etur ncd to En,gl and. _Ther e was no Governmental 
assistance a fter emancipa tion for r epatri ation, but there was f or 
settlins in the new Colony. Onl y absol ute pardon carri ed the 
possi bili ty of r e t _urn ; for other s to do so wa s a capital of fence. 

Nost of t he convi cts wer e assi3ncd to unp.Jid work, either for the --'-
Government of for f ree settlers and officials who had businesses or 
farms . One earl y form of r ecessi on·· of sentence , i ntroduced py Governor 
Hunter, was the "ticke t of l eave , " which rel eased convicts from 
assi gru!lcnt , gave them the r i 13ht to earn a livi ne; by char ging for their · 
ser vices , and a t the same time saved money for t he Colonial administration. 
Ti ckets of l eave be came common, but had r estri cti ons . Holders wer e -not 
allowed to move f r om one district to another without the permi ssion of e 
magistrate , could not own l and, and could not s ue or be sued . '---" 
Durine part of the convict days, women were often eranted_ t i ckets of l eave 
upon arri val in Aus tralia , i f they hod husbands -in the _Colony , or 
d·epe.o.d,ent children, or were unabl e to support themsel ves . Tickets were 
issued· freel y until the 1850 ' s , more than a decade after transport ation 
to Ne~ South Wal es was stopped and after a probation system had replaced 
the old system of assi gnment •of convicts to freemen . 
Governor Phillip was sparing in usin8 his powers of pardon, with 12 men 
and three women officially freed by the ond of 1792 . The age of 
emancipation probabl y beean when Governor Ki ne t ook what has been 
called "the f irst s i 3nifi cant steps toward eiving well~bchavcd $••• 
convicts the opportunity to l 0ad useful and rewardine lives . 11 

Governor BliGh i ssued only two par dons in his entire term of off ice , but 
Governor Ma cquarie was the mos t 5enerous too much so, accordine to 
s ome of his contompor~r y cr itics . Macquar i e i s sued about 2500 tickets 
of leave , 1500 condi t ional pa r dons and noarly 400 free or absolute pardons . 

Controlling the Commi ssari a t 

(The fir s t part of this article appeared i n the February 1980 iss ue of 
the Newsl etter . It deal t i1i th the f irst two commissc:iries i n the 
Colony --- Andrew Hiller and John Palmer . Miller, who came out on the 
"Sirius " •with Phillip and who for a short t i me was his secre t ar y, wa s 

-.....__., 

the fir-st; hi s heal th :broke down under the str ain of the job and he 
r esi gned i n 1790, dyinG on his r eturn journey to Engl and . Pa l.mer, the 
pur ser on the "Sirius ," bGcame the commissary in J une 17910 Besides 
i ssuine Government s tores , Pa lmer was r esponsible for negotiati ng with 
merchants to buy i n new stores ; he a l so had to keep accounts and virtually 
uct as banker to, the Col ony) 
Palmer , s ophi s ticated and sel f -confi dent, wi th a f riendly personality, 
an~ ~q_9d i ~"t9JJ,.ec_t .., hapdl;3d .hia Great r csponsibili t i cs well. He 
dccide.d to stay in the c·ol ony , brought out hi s famil y and built himself 
a f i ne. house a t Woolloomool oo . Here he entertai ned the hi ghest gentry 
i n the Colony . Ho .was seat ed at the Gov~rnor ' s tabl e on thQ ni:'.;ht of 
Bligh's arr est i n the Rum Rebellion. Hi s suppor t of t he Governor 
i nvolvcd ' him i n difficulti es with the N.S.W. Corps , but he was 
reinsta ted by Macquari e·. However, the commissaria t was restructured , 
and Palmer los t some of his power. But he r emained an i nfl uenti al man 
i n the Oolony till his death in 1833 . 
Another First F~ eter empl oyed in the commissariat was William 
:Broughton, who came on the 11Charlo:tte 11 as s ervant to surBeon White . He 
was a t fir.st s torckeepE;Jr at Rose. Hill, but hi s most important work was 
done· as·acting deputy commissary of Norf o~ Island . He a l s o hel d 
positions i n the comr:iissaria t in Sydn0y and Hobnr t . He was highly 
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g_~o_lj.ing the C9..n,ynj.ssa.1:.=i.:.§tt_J.Q.9_n t i ri~~g.J. 

praised for his honesty and hard work by Nacqu3rie. Later ho took up : 
L,r m:img and stayed t o found n famil y i n tho Colony. 
Australia was fortunate to have men of s uch character to put in charge 
of the housokocpinc requirements of the young Colony. 

Joyce Cowell. · 

(Noto: Joyco 0owoll a l so wrote the intorostin3 item "Schooldays wi...__ 
the First Fleotcrs, 11 published in the iipril Newsl etter. Hor name was 
i nadvertently l eft off the i tom) . 

fu!r..+..:L]l.n._c_9..1:Y_1_t_e_~_? __ )lct'ij_~cn Europeans and _4.,Q.Q]'j...S,.i,ll_es ¼Ji.ow South_Jlal..e&s. 

(More.of Ena Harper ' s papers on tho subject , r0printcd by ki nd permi ssion 
of Ashfield Historical Society and Ena Har per . Th(: l ast i nstal ment 
concluded with a brief description of Brickf i el d Hill, whi ch was then the 
moeti .qg pl ace of tho Abori{~incs in ,:md around Sydney) 

J..h.<L.§l_tcck,_Q.:f__~lli.J'-Q,.nt Node g_:f.._li:i_v_tn_B 
Corroborecs a t Brickfi eld Hill. South of modern Bathurst Street, George 
Streo'fused-to--cori~tTnuc-up'a·~hill where clay sui tabl e for bri cks and 
t iles,'-had been found on the eastern side. Bel ow a steep incline between 
Bathurst and Goulburn Streets the ground s loped to a small stream in the 
vici nity of present-day Campbell Street. Thi s :was orieinally a wood:ed 
nrea . · Huts for workmen had been erected near by . It was i n thi s area 
that the Aborigines hel d their dances and contestse 
Thesc : gathurings provided a diversi on for the Europeans in the mono-tony 
of drd l y lifG_ and tho hardshi:Qs t hey had to endure in the wild new l and . 
I n th¢ early years on-o o-f -the r ecreations of Sydney people was to t-a1co·-
a s troll i n the .evening down the track that led to tho brickfields, and 
whil e -.there to watch thG activiti es of tho natives . Sometimes they 
assembl ed to s ine and dance . Tench speaks of their dances in his · 
Journal: 
l!At their dances I have often boon present; but I confess mysel f uri.;blo 
to convey in description an accurate account of them. Like their sones 
they· arc conce i ved to represent tho pro1:3ross of the passions and th0 
occup~tions of life . Full of seomin,3 confusion , yet re3ular and ·· 
systematic, thei r wild gesticul ations nnd franti c di s t ortions of body · 
are c~lculatcd r ather to t errify t han duli~ht a spectator ." 
However , i t scorns apparent that the assembl y of natives was very often 
to settl e sri evances . Herc a kind of rou;gh justice was meted out by .. 
violent methods . Tench describes such a case whore tho m~n tells tho · 
tribe how he Jias boon wron,3od . Af t er listunin& to his s tory they ~greo 
to support him and sGek revenge . Thon, all are summoned to the contest. 
"Battl e ensues: tbgy di scharcc th.:;ir spears at each other , and l egs nnd 
arms ar e t r anspicrced . When the spears ar c expended the combatants close , 
and ey.ery species of violence i s prDctised: they seize thair antagonis t, 
and s ri:ap like enraged dogs: they wield tho sword and club ; the bone 

·· s hatters beneath their fall; and they ·drop the prey of unsparinG 
ven~e~nco. " · 
As has been said, the ar ea near Brickfiel d Hill became tho chosen spot. 
for si,ich conteGts . David Collins speaks of this in December 1793. "Th e 
natives who lived about Sydney appeared to place the utmost confi dence 
in us; choos'111;g a clear spot between the town and brickfiold for the 
porfo~mancc of any of .,thei r rites and coromonios; and fcir three evenings 
the tqwn had been -emU:aed with one of thoir spectacles , which might have 
been denominated a traeea:y , for i t was all attended i-Ti th a 6reat effusion 
of blood II . 

• • 
I t i s obvious from vorious accounts that tho AbQri~ines lived a viol ent 
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life amone thoms,-ilvos . From all the evidence of the Journals tho 
Abori,sinos foucht amon,?,st each other as much as they did against 
tho settl ers . 

Ab-9_ri_g_ip_<a.J_ Atta 9Jli:1..-S>_n,_j!'a:i:_m_s.," In th:J early days of the settl ement the 
Aborigines reacted to the settlGrs ' cultivation of tho l and in various 
ways. Thero arc many accounts of stealin3 by the na tives. In Juno 
1792 Oollins says that , in addition to -tho d0prodations of the convicts, 
tho natives had for some time boon suspo ctod. of st~~alinc; the corn at tho 
snttlomcnts beyond Parramattn . On tho 18th a party of a bout 16 ~ 
Aborigines was obscrvod aeming out of a hut at the middle settl ement , 
d r essed in clothin<s they found there, and. t akin:~ with them a quantity 
of corn in nets.-

In their dosporatc · stru3e,le. to survive they took to steal ing whatever 
foodstuff or crops thoy could, and soon acquj_rcd a taste for tho -whi to 
Dan ' s food . Collins tolls of their likin,r; for corn (May 1795). 

"The n a tives app0ared in large bodj_os, men, women and children, provided..___. 
with blankots and n ots to carry off the corn , of which they appeared as 
fond as the natives who lived an on,~3 us , and soomod de termined to take 'it 
,-,hcnovor and wherever they had the chanco." 

As a :r,,)sul t soldioro wor o sunt out from Parramatta by Captain Paterson 
to ki'll :is many natives as they could f ind, and. erect 3ibbots with the 
hope of stri k ing terror into the r es t of tho tribes . 

The above account t3iv~, s some idea of l i fe as it was in the wostcrn 
suburbs urea where f:ums had been ostablis hod botwecm Sydney and 
P2rro.n;t$ltta a nd beyond . As can bo soon, tho situation was al most chao-cic 
as f a r as tho native population wa s concerned . In l!"'cbruary 1796 
Ooliins wrote: -· 

"Thosti natives who lived with the s e ttlers hnd tasted the s1-10ots of a 
p.j.Jforc.nt ;nodoof livin__g, and , viillin g thut their friend_s_a~nd--co.mpa~ions 
should' partake, e ither stol e from those with whom they were living, or 
coDJ.CTunicatod from timo to time s uch favournblo opportunities as offered 
of steal ing from other s ~1 ttlers what thoy themsolvos were pleased • wi. th.'-...,., 

Thero are a ccounts of doprodations on :.C,rms in va rious loc:.ili tics in the 
§_y,il,lli).Y,;_G_a._~_o_t'~q of 1804. In Aus ust t here is an account of an incident 
a t Georges River. 

"In tho vicj_ni ty of Goor:30s Ri v,; r sovor a]. depr edations have roccmtly 
been corr-..mi ttod by tho natives on the s,:ttlors I s tock, r,r 8in and oth0r 
property, At the bo,ginninG of the l act week tho farmhous e of Gilbert 
was at:t;acked, and his wife troatGd ,vi th barba rity, unpardonable in the 
most ss3.va&e r a ce of mon . Th2 poor woman, porcoivine, t hat they were 
driving her little flock of poultry off tho (;round, r e proached them 
with tµoir i n j u~tico , and fain would have: rescue d a portion of her 
propu·ty; but tno unfoolinz wretches turned their spears upon her, nearly 
twenty of which thoy threw, but happily without tho intended barbarous · 
offcctr - ~ . 
110no of t he miscrean t s r a n into tho house and s oized a musque t, which 
she also e rasped, a nd de termj_nod not to part with; she maintained a . short 
struggle a s ainst the assailant ' s whole exertions, who at lon{;th yi e?.dcd 
to her resolution and quitted his hold, but with a violent bl ow on the 
head b~ought he r to the c round . The wretches then took away ov oryt hi4g 
tha t was portable and made offo 11 

As will ~e soon, desper a te times drove both parties to desperate 
measures . Sot.t;lers defended the.mselv.:;s by firing on the: natives with 
muskot.s , and somet i mes formed punitive parties . Tho milit~ry wore a t 
tirn·Js called on , but_. ther e docs not appear to have boon any wholesale 
ma ssacr e of Abori8incs i n defence of tho farms . (To Bo Concluded) 

Q.Q...mii;i_g_E_xc_11t: .~Lyp._q_,_1.§ - Nr Robort Irvints , Senior 1(J cturer, Department of 
• Ar chi te cturG , Uni vor si ty of N. S . W. : "Tho Lost Windmills of Old Syc:t.ney." 


