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\.._. The hiehlir ht of this month was undoubtedly the unveiling of the 
B~nds of Friendship sculpture on the First Fleet Memorial by His 
Excolle:;ncy Sir Zo_lman Cowen, Governor-Generol of Aus tralia, on 17th 
September. The Memorial is situated at a spot as near as possible 
to that on which _the Firs t Fleeters landed. The sculpture is very 
handsome arid takes the form of two r,iant links of a chain, symbolizing 
the "bonds of friendship" between Britain and Australia the old 
world and the new. I feel very honoured to have attended _the unveiling 
in both countries. 

The sculpture at Portsmouth is dull bronze, representin& the "old" · 
whilst in Sydney it is bri.3ht gold, representing the "new". A ' 
r epresentative of the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth had travelled to Australia 
especially for this ceremony, ond it w~s a erea t pleasure to meet both 
him and his wife aeain, here in this country. It was a most impressive 
occasion, with a large N~val Guar d of Honour. Following the s peeches 
(which will be printed in t he Newsletter) a Navnl Chapl ain led the 
qssembly in prayer. I attended a small formal luncheon in honour of 
ir Zclmcm and Lady Cowen and hosted by the then Lord Mayor, Ald. Nelson 

'Meer s , at Sydney Town Hall aftor this wonderful cer emony. All First 
Fleetcrs should f eel a great sense of s ntisf3ction that this Fellowship 
has been instr wnent al in havin::~ this firs t memoria l to the people on the 
First Fleet erected nt l ast , a l most 193 yco.rs 2fter they arrived in 
Australia~· The wording on the plaque follows this report . 
A number of Executive Committee Members entertained Cr Austin Spraggs 
and Mrs Spraggs of Portsmouth a t dinner on Friday 19th September at 
the Wnterfront Restaurant in the historic Rocks area. 
The Annual General Meeting v?3S n.e],,d on 24th September., and I'm very 
plea sed to report ·on e;:cellent attendance -- in fact, the room wns 
packed, with s ome :Members seated on the tables. The result of the 
election of off ice-bearers appear s later in this Newsletter. I take 
t his opportunity of thanking all retiring Committeemen and welcome the 
new . I sincerely hope we will have a most successf ul year, which, of 
course , can only happen with the co-operation of all. Everyone enjoyed 
the tall: and slides of our Norfol k I s l and visit, so well presented by 
Mr Geof Squires of Bowral, at the conclusion of this meeting. We are 
inde<-!d i ndebt ed to Mr Squires. 

A very pleasant eathering occurred on Sa turday 11th October to 
commemorate the birthday of Governor Arthur Phillip. We assembled a t 
the Phillip memorial ih the Royal Botanical Gardens, where, on your 
behal f, I pla ced a wrea th of honour. Then we had luncheon in the new 
kiosk i n the Gardens, and it ·was a :::sreat plensure to have Mrs Palmer, 
President of the Women ' s Pioneers Society, with us. Following lunch 
we were addressed by lYlr Max Goeswinklo, who has made quite a s tudy o:f 
Arthur Phillip. I f eel it i s mos t i mportant to continue with this 
ceremony in future years; too little of this type of t hing i s done 
here in Australia . (p. 2 
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Arraneemcnts for the Austrnlia Day Dinner are now complete , and as 
a lways I ask you to make your bookincs earl y , as numbers are strictly 
l imitGd, and it docs make the job of your committee so much easi er. 
Several Members have asked that a trip to Tasmania (simil ar to that to 
Norfolk I s l and) be arranged for next March. I f you are interested 
plcaso contact me . If there are sufficient numbers I will endeavour 
to arrange it. 

Beryl Lowis . 

FIRST FLEET JllEMORt{t~ 

THIS MEMORIAL COMMEMORl-1.TES THE VOYAGE AlID ARRIVAL I N SYDNEY- OF THE 
FIRST FLEET WH10H BROUGHT TO AUSTRALIA I TS FIRST EUROPEAN SETTLERS 
UNDER THE CO.MrJT..Al"ID OF lJAPTAI N ARTHUR PHILLIP R.N. THE FLEET SAILED 
FROM PORTSMOUTH ON THE 13TH MAY 1787 AND ANCHORED I N SYDNEY COVE AT A 
SPOT JUST NORTH OF THIS MEMORIAL ON THE 26TH JANUARY 1788. 

J 
THE FLEET.· CONERISED ELEVEN SHIPS HMS SIRIUS FLAGSHIP, HMS SUPPLY AN ARMED 
TEtIDER, SIX TRANSPOR'l'S , ALEXANDER, LADY PENRI:-IYU, CHARLOTTE , SCARBOROUGH, 
FRIENDSHIP AND. THE PRINCE OF WALES TOGETHER WITH THREE STORE SHIPS, 
FISHBURN, GOLDEN GROVE AHD BORROWDALE. AT DEPARTURE THEY CARRIED A TOTAL 
COMPLEMENT OF ABOUT 1487 WHO E.NBARKED AT PLYMOUTH, PORTSMOUTH AND 
THE- THAr-lES . 

THE . PLINTH OF THE r-illiiORIAL WAS DONATED BY THE FDLLOWSHI P OF FIRST FLEETERS 
ALL . OF WHOM ARE DIRECT DESCENDAHTS O:B' THOS:8 WHO ARRIVED. WITH Tf-lE FIRST 
FLEET. THE GRANITE BLOCK ABOVE THB PLINTH WAS QUARRIED AT DARTMOOR 
ENGLA.Nl) AND. DONATED TO THE CITY OF SYDNEY BY ·rHE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH AS A 
RBTURli GIFT FOR A SIMILAR BLOL,'X OF GRANITE FRCM. NEW SOUTH WALES GIVEN TO 
THEM BY THIS CITY . IT WAS SET I N PLACE BY THE LORD I'fiAYOR OF SYDNEY ON 
THE 2111) JULY 1980 . 

THE . SCULPTURE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP WAS PRESEHT~D BY.THE BANE OF NEW SOUTH 
WALES . I T I S A UO:MPANION" PIDCE TO OlfE Eiill0TED BY THE LORD MAYOR ' S 
AUSTRALIAN SETTLERS lJOViMD.:NORA'i'IVE 00:tvJHTTEE OP PORTSViOUTH AND W-.tUCH IS 
LOCATED NEAR THE SALLY PORT AT PORTSf!lOUTH HARBOUR THROUGH WI-n:cH CAPTi,IN ' 
PHILLIP AND .H.ANY OF HIS FELLOW VOYAGERS PASSED ON TlIBIR WAY TO EMBARK. ...._,., 

THE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP SYMBOLIZES THE CLOSEFESS OF THE TIES THAT WERE 
FORGED BETWBEN PORTSfJiOU'I·H ii.HD SYDNEY .b.S A RESULT OF THE VOYAGE OF THE 
FIRST FLi:iET AI\"D R~PR:..:;SBNTS LINKS I N A ..;RAIN JOINING BOTH CITIES . I T WAS . 1·

1

· 

DESIGNED BY JOHN ROBINSON. TIIB DONOR THE R.lr.K O:t' NEW SOUTH WALES WAS THE 
FIRST BANK AND THE FIRST CORPORA'.i.'ION ESTABLISHED I N AUSTRALIA. 

THE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP WAS UNVEJ.;LED ON THE 17TH SEPTEMBER 1980 BY 

HIS EXCELLEKCY SIR ZEilJ\.N COWEN A.K., G.C • .M.G., G.c.v.o., K ST.J., Q.C. 
GOVERl'iOR GENERAL OF AUSTR.ti.LIA· 

MRS B. LEWIS 
PRESIDENT 

- ·FELLOWSHIP OF FIRST 
FLEETERS 

.s pee che ~ -..?~i.J~.2X.i 911Q u il:1 

ALD. NELSON :MEERS 
LORD MAYOR 

LP CARTER OB E 
TOWN CLERK 

SIR NOEL FOLEY CB E 
PRESIDENT 
BANK OF NEW SOUTH 

WALES 

(Hero i s .the tc~t of two speeches delivered by Mr Austi n SpragGs , Chairman 
of the Portsmouth Lord Mayor ' s Australian Settlers Commemoration Committee , 
ot the unvcil inG of the Australian Settl ers Merwri al by Her Majesty the 
Queen at Portsmouth on Fridny 11th July 1980. .The President of the 
Fellowship, Mrs Beryl Lewis, was one of s ever al Australian VIP's 
officially invi tod to attend the unvcilin{~ • Herc i s the speech 
deli vered by Mr Spraggc at the Official Luncheon at the Guildhall, 
Portsmouth, on that date)_. . · 
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,§],_e~chcs a t Portsm-2..uth (0ontinucd) -

My Lord Mayor, Your -Excellencies, Distine uished Guests, Ladies and 
Gentl enen, 

This i s n truly memorabl e day for mo and proves conclus ively tha t 
tho project I stEirted as l on~ ago as 1969 was \·1ell worth while. 

To see so many distirn:.:uished people 1::md in particular Austrclians 
comines to Portsmouth clearly shows t ho i mportance that people attach 
to wha t we have planned. 

That we Ghould have the crowning benefit of Eer Majesty the Queen in 
company ,vi th Princ.e Philip unvGilin:3 t he Nemorial this afternoon 
leaves no doubt in anybody's mind the importance of our efforts. 
You may well aslc how it all began. 

Whon I f irst joined tho Council in 1969 I--noticod n ono.ll p·l nque in a 
'--'i.n a corridor of the Gui;Ldhall i ndic~ti ne 1th.a t the Firs t · Fleet under 

Captain Phillip left here on the 13th Nay 1787. 
On onquiry I was told that t hi s had beon Greeted followin3 a letter f rom 
the President of the Fc~lowship of t ho First Fleeters , a very exclus ive 
associ ation of people i.rho can prove direct descent f rom those who voyaged 
with Copt3in Phillip in 1787. 
The letter 's content Has to concr ::i tulc. tc the Lord :Mayor on obtaining the 
high office of Firs t Citizen and telling hiu that there certainly was a 
speci al connection between Sydney and Portsnouth, as -their forebear s ha d 
l ast set foot on En5lish soil in. Portsmouth. 

I am delighted to be abl e to t ell you we have with us today the Presi dent 
of the First Fleetcrs, who has travelled especially from Sydney to be 
with us oh this special occasion. 

Havin,~ been brou::~ht up at a t i me when we all were tau.:;ht to believe that 
old fr i ends were the brJst friends and_ that Austral:i.a was of particular 
i ri.1portance i n the British Com..rnonweal th I planned to do something to 

, opcrly coE:memorate tho Railine, of t he so f irs t p.:::ople, who became the 
'hucleus of the Australian nation. 

As the concept of producinr, a fitting memorial has proeressed over t he 
years , one hac been able t o capti vate the i nn3ination of other peopl e -­
and al thow:h al ways a small band it has been possible to plan, organise 
and f inance the construction of the worl~ . 

Undoubtedly the pocition of the scul pture on the l andward side of the 
Sally Port Gate i s unique and especially coeent , for without any doubt 
a t all many peopl e passed through thi s Gate on t ho w._:iy to join the waiting 
ships moored in the shel torod water s in t he lee of the Mother Banl:. 

Johr,. Robinson an Australian was chosen to create the Memoxi a1, 
because it was fe l t that his des i3U was simple but hnd enormous i mport. 

The s culpture i ~ in the form of t,10 · 1in1:s oi a. chain, and when one · 
remembers t ha t when a city has a speci al connection wi th another city 
we speak of "linking", it follows tha t when links ar e conjoined you 
form a cha i n . · 

Wo were absolutely dolie,htcd to l ear n t ha t the Lord ~'k,yor and Council 
Sydney (who h:id previous l y donated a block of Aus tralian gr anite to 
surmount our base or plinth) now wish to construct a twi...1- memor i al in 
very pl a ce where . the "settlers" first r aised the f l a g in Syd.qey Cove . 
eavu us the oppoxtuni ty to offer a bl ock of Devon err.mite to s urmount 
base and this ,-ms dispatched and i s now in position. 

of 

'the 
This 

'"th:;ir 

John Robin3on has produced an idont i.cal sculpture to our o,m and when 
t his i s unveiled in the future , this memorial will be unique , as I know of 
no ot her voya0c where identical memori al s i n every way are placed e ither 
end of a l one journey. 

The s i gnif icance , ·of_ course , i s tha t when t he set t l er s l eft this country 
I --
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they firml y affi xod a cabl e in their na tive l and , and as t hey journeyed~ 
around the worl d t hey payed it out , and on rea chi nG Sydney Cove they 
heaved the chain out of the water and f irmly a f f i ;~od i t in thei r new 
homel and . 
Thi s i nspired concept will for nll time shine as an i ndelibl e commi tment 
and f act for all to sec , that Austr alia and Bri tain , and Portsmouth in 
particular, stemmed from th0 same root and branch . This must surely be 
evident. when one rcrucmbors that we both h::ivc the same common heritage 
common aspi r 3tions and ideal s , sense of f J ir pl ay and freedom under t he 
l aw; indeed, tho essence of ture democracy . 
Lookin,g to the future , i t 1-.iould be qui te wrone to sue~est that the task 
i s done r ather , this i s the end of tho beginni ng and I warn you 
that what is t o follow i s t he true purpose behi nd what has now been 
a ccocipl ished . I bnliove that Portsmouth, 1·1hich was the eateway to this 
new l and , should once more open wide i ts doors to wel come our fr i ends from 
Austrnl i n , and I s i nceY.el y hope wG can create an oreani sati on t hat will ·---
be known as P.A.L. Portsmouth Austr[:lia Link. 
I bel ieve i t i s to t he benefi t of thi s country and of Austral ia that we 
use every opportunity and every poss i bl e effort to encourage the free 
interchange of peoples from one country to another . 

I t i s grati fyi ng to organise l°3XChanges of University e;raduates and s chool 
l eavers , but I feel tha t i n a technologi ca l aee when ski l l s are sti l l the 
very l ifebl ood of pro0ress and the creation of true na t ional weal th, much 
mor e shoul d be done to encourage junior management (shop foremen, 
s cienti sts , engi neers , medical , commercial, indeed all fa cets of our 
life ) to exchange wit h contemporaries i n Australia for a period of a year 
or two , with their famili es . 

I n this way we con 30 forwe1rd knowin0 tha t our speci al rel a tionshi p wi th 
Australia moans somothin,1 that is not the prerogative of others and 
we will draw s t r ength from this added unity . 
My Lor d Mayor, I bel i eve ( i ndeed, very many ordinary people throughout 
this country believe) that anythine any of us can do to strengthen and 
enliven the ties be tween our two great countries i s for the eood of 
Brito. in i s for the 300d of Austrnl i ::i and for the eood of free -
men and women throuehout the worl d . 

(Bel ow is the speech by Mr Spraggs at the actual unveiling) 

This memorial records that on May 13th, 1787, people l eft this country 
to s t art a sett l ement in a new l and, and created one of the cor ner stones 
of our civil i sa tion, Aus tralia . 
Thes e peopl e ,-1erc our kinsfolk, and this monori a l s i gni fies our coill!!lon 
heritage , our common aspir~, t ions and ideal s , and r eiterates our bonds 
of fric-?ndship. 
The sculpture , created by John Robinson, an Australian, depicts two l i nks 
of a chain· which syrc1boli ses the attachment one with anot her . 
When two ci t i cs ar e t~linned we speak of a fri endship l ink but a l ink 
is also a s~ement of a chain. 
When the firs t settlers l eft the i r native l and , as some surely di d throueh 
this s .. ,lly Por t Gate , spj_ri tually they firnly affixed a cha i n and payed it 
out as th~y s~,iled a round the uorld . On landine in Sydney Cove on 
January 26th, 1788, t hey heaved the cobl e ashore and f irmly secured it i n 
their new land . 

A twin mor,,orial i s .now beinc. constructed in Sydney Cove commemorating t he 
l anding cind tho coli1ffienccment of the settl ement . 
Your Kajesty , I b~l:-.eve , as do very many people throughout this country , 
that anythi ne any of us can do to strcnc then and enliven the ties between 
our two grea t countri es i s for the good of Britain i s for the good 

( T'\ ~ 
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Spc~cht:~ a t .Pol'tsmout)1 ( J ontinued) 

of Aus trali3 nnd for tha good of free men ond women throut;hout the 
world. 

It is now my very great honour to ask Your Maje sty to unveil this 
monw;1cnt . 

The FqJ_+_o_w_q_hj.~_s.. ___ O_j_{:i__c_o_":..p_ep_t.,e.r_~ 

Tfl:f, . followi ng poei~:5:-9ns were fill ed a t the 1980 Annual Gener a l Meeting -­

Vice- Patrons : Mr Arthur I n3ham Myers, Mr J . H. Luscombe . 

President: Mro Beryl LE:rni s . 

0 ice-Prccidents : Mr Roy Kabl e, lllr Roderick :Bost . 

Hon. Se cretary : JVir s Anne Car.1pbell . 

Hon. Tron 9Ur er: Mr Ray rli.ercdi th. 

Commi ttee: Ni ss Alice Clarke , Miss Ula Clc:1 r ke, MN1 The lma Guy, Mrs 
Naida Jac!~son, Nrs Barbara Townsend, Mrs Enid Reynolds , Nr Len Chalmers, 
Mr Devine , Mr Ken l1kJredi th, Mrs Joan Cox , Mr Geof f r oy Squire s . 

r---

fil!..S~Ifo DA,X_JlilTh.1]].R 
__ =-- P..a t.Q_ : __ S~turd,gy_ 24:t;h ,!unµary _1 ~81 - ---

RJ.0....9..~: Ball room, Wentworth Hotel, Sydnay 

fri-9.e.: $16 ea ch 

h9J<;.Q_t_9, : Miss Alice Cla r ke·, P.O. Bo~~ 328, 
Lane Cove, 1:sw 2066 

li,o..:t.£. : Money must nccompany ticket orders 

**************************-1Ht***-lHf--lHf-************************ 

Member sh:iJ2_]ie..I1..9_:i;'_ ~ 

The followinG ne w. I.fombers are welcomed i nto the Fellowship: 

Master Chris tophor John Wheatley, Seven Hill s . (Joseph Ha tton) 

Mr s Margar e t Myree Bridees, Orans c . (Andrew Fishburn) 

Mrs Jennifer Florence Southam, Manilla . (Andrew Fis hburn) ' 

Mr Denni s Paul Rnic ht , , Choe tor Hill. (Matthew Evcrins'.~1am) 

- ·-- -

I Mrs Gwen Whitele y , Riverwood. (:r.,rcderick Meredith) - ------., 
Mr Ronald RolJcrt Lawl er _and Master Mu:rray Robert Turnler ( jnr) ,. 

Ba rdwell. Park. (Thomas Arndell; a l s o Ann Forbes ) 

Miss Susnn ·Gaye Meredith (jnr ), Aoquith. (Frederick Mer edith) 

Mr Frank Alfred Devine, Warv1ict:, Q'ld. · (Philip Devine) 

Dr Donald Ed:'3cr t bn Jobbins , Bris bane , Q. (Matthew Everingham) 

Mr Owen Clnr m1ce Horbert, Ko~arah. (John Horbert - Deborah Ellam) 

Mi s s Julienne La r ge ( jn.r) , Belmont Horth . ( Samue l Pigott) 

Nrs Ka t hl een Sraith, Liver pool! (John Cros e ) 

Plea·se note tha t, in order to avoid confusion, it i s intended from 
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Mcmbe:r.,~4~P R~;.P...9Y-~ (Continued) 

now on to distingui sh F.F. ancestors , where necessary, as follows (two 
exampl es occurred in tho for e!3oing list ) : 

John Herh.3rt - D1::;:iorah Ellam i ndicates either a marri ed or de facto 
relationship . b0t11<:~er: the -two ancestors . 

1ho~as At.l'.1.4...~l+.J.._?...~~.Q.Argi._F..9.:i::_9~_§ indicates two separate lines of de scent 
from th0se t;10 ancestors . 

Memhershi p Committee . 

~-,l'.r.<m1.J;J1,c__ Li 12.r..?_r~ 
The Libra ry of tho :F'ellowship, situated i n the Fellowship room (Room 312, 
Assembly Buildins, Cnr Iiargarct and York StreGts , Sydney) , i s continui ng 
to grow at a f,tendy pace . Any rtiomber can use the Library , though none of 
tho books can be borrowed . The fo l loNi!lg lis t conta ins only s ome of the 
works held in the Library: · 

fh'st F:Le0t_<[.9..1Yn.a),..§.: Bradley, W., A Voyage to New South Wales. 
Collins, D., An Account ~f the English Colony in NSW. 
Hunter , J., An Hi storicaJ_ Journal 1787-1 792 . 
The Jcu::'.'m1l of Arthur Bowes Smyth, Sureeone 
The Voyat~e of Governor Phillip to Botany Bay ~ 

Histories and Documents of the Foundation Years: Cobley, J ., Sydney Cove 
·-r1ss . Cobley, J., , Sydney Cove 1789-1790. Cobley, J ., Sydney Cove 
1791-1792. 
Historical Records of NSW Vols 1-7. 
O'Bricm, E. , The li'oundation of Australia . 

General Histories: B3rnard, M., The History of Austra lia . 
Cl orko, C. 1,~ . H. ~ A History of Australia Vol. 1. 
Crawf ord, R. M., Australia. 
Shaw, A.G. L. , The Story of Australia . 
WGrd r R. , The Aus tralian Leccnd . 

Bio.2,.raohical_and FmniJ.,_v HistorJ..£.s : Chalmers, L., Two Centuries 
and Three Generations of Australians. 
Gerlach, Re V. , The Pioneer Families of Faulkner, Lucas, Orpen, . 
Sproule, Gerlach. · 
Levi . J . S. (ed) Dictionary of Bi osraphy of the J ews of Australia 
1788- 1830. 
}focintosh, N , K. , Ri'chard Johns on. 
Ross , V,,s Matthew Evcrirv~ham. 

G-3_ll_o_?)._Qp.J-::,22: Rcfcren_Q.Q .. Jforlrn ..filld .!;ranscriJl_t~: Da l k i n , R. Nixon, . 
Colon i al J>a Cer:1etery of Norfolk Islando 
Gr3.vestone Inscriptions Vol. 1. (Gydnc y Burial Ground ) 
GooJi n r V. W. E . 1 Nonm1ontal Inscriptions (St John ' s Cem., Parramatta ) 
Johnson, K. A. , and Sainty, lVi . R. ( eds), La id Grirnts 1788-1 809. 
R3y, Po, and Thon:, G. , Monwnenta l Inscrj_ptions ACT ond Jervi s Bay. 
Sydney Gazette Vol s 2 and 3 (coverinj year s 1804-1 806 ). 
Thom, G. (eu ), Re0ister of Cemetery Transcripti ons . 

§hiPJ2.tJIB: >·/,:·'~: .,· . ~-;-~ ~ The Convict Ships 1787-1 868. 
Col:·lClJ. , M., bhips and Seafarers in Aus tra l ian Waters . 
Cumpston, J . S. , Shippint; Arrj.vals and Departures Sydney 1788-1 825 . 

;J:9..4..rri..~R. ( of which no complete sots are: held): 
Douccmt , Jourm \l of the Austrs li:.m Society of GenoDlogists . 
Gen0ration, Journal of the Genealogico.l Soci ety of Queens l and. 
Journal and Proceedings of the Aus tralian J ewish Hi storica l Society. 
Journal of the Roynl Australian Eistori6a l Society. 

Lists of First Fleutor s 
Lists or the -oric:G-:S_i_First Fleetors nrG av8.ilabl e :from the Fellowshi p 
&t $2 per list. I f posted out , add 50c f or packing and postage . 

Comin.~ Event 
Nov . 19: Lecture by Mr Jame8 Broadbent , consultant from the Nationa_l 
Trust, "Early Colon:Lal G_ardons". 


