





BITS AND PIECES

At the Australia Day luncheen Rod Best
asked Past President Mrs Beryl Lewis if
she knew the origin of the Fellowship’s
motto “To live on in the hearts and
minds of Descendants is never to die!”.
She graciously offered to try to find its
sS0uUree.

Her inquiries at the State Library leads
to the belief that it is an adaptation of a
poem by Thomas Campbell (1777-
1844) called "Hallowed Ground” and
reads:

“To live in hearts we leave behind
15 not to die”

It is to be found in the Oxford
Dictionary of Quotations. Ref.122/15.

ROPE - PULLEY
DESCENDANTS

Mr B. I (Bunny) Sloan (#6215) is the
Convenor of a Steering Committee to
revive the Rope - Pulley Family
Asgsociation,

This committee is working with the
Friends of Castlereagh Cemetery to have
the cemetery restored.

Interested descendants please ring Mr
Sloan (02) 9537881.

BATMAN FAMILY

First Fleeter Caroline laycock (Mark
Turner}

Descendants of Robert Batman and
Eleanor Turner arc advised that a get-
together has been arranged for Sunday,
15 May, in Parramatta Park. between
11.30am and 3.30pm. Tea and coffec
will be available, but bring vour lunch
and folding chairs and tables if possible.
In the event of rain the area reserved
has some covering.

It is alse clese to a kiosk, a playground
and toilet facilitics. The easiest way to
pive directions is to say that the meeting
place is to the right, not far inside the
George Streer Tudor Gates. During the
afternoon. if anyone wishes, we can visit
the graves of the Batmans who are
buried in nearby St lohn's Cemeterv.

A meeting of descendants was held in
Melbourne in February and it is heped
that one can be arranged for Brisbane.

Anyone not already receiving The
Batman Family Association newsletter,
published quarterly, can do so by
sending a yearly fee of $5.00 plus a little
extra for postage to Mr and Mrs Norm

Richards, 19 Timber Ridpe. Doncaster,
Victeria 3108,

Inquiries about the Sydney day can be
made by phoning (02) 6314865, and
speaking to Bernice Smart, or (02)
7642734 for Mrs Jovce Morgans.

HAPPY 800TH
ANNIVERSARY
PORTSMOUTH 1944

While we revelled in the bicentenary in
1988 of our ¢ity and our nation, we send
greetings to  Portsmouth as  thev
celebrate the 800th anniversary of the
foundation of their ¢ity, from whence
the First Fleet sailed in Mav 1787,

Celebrations begin:

Saturday, 30 April: Launch of
Portsmeuth 800, Guildhall Square; Lord
Mayor's precession; carnival and
exhibiticn; Hampshire Youth Orchestra
Concert, St. Mary's Church.

Monday, 2 May: 800th Anniversary of
signing of Charter. 1194.

Saturday, 14 May: Boating regatta,
Southsea. (It is hoped an RAN team will
be competing.) Portsmouth 800
Exhibition open to | September 1994.

For  further information
Portsmoeuth City Council. A.C.

contact

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

FOR PERIOD 24 NOVEMBER
1993 TO 22 MARCH 1994

We extend a warm welcome to new
members joined during this period - 7
adults, three spousec associates.

WILLIAM HUBBARD:
Johin Pegg.

Mr Ferdinand

JOHN McCARTHY + ANN BEADSLEY:
Mr Montrose Louis Emerson (sp. Mrs
Janet  Katherine  Emerson);  Mrs
Christine Tanet Hassell (sp. Mr David
Allen Hassell).

[OHN ROBERTS: Mrs Valda TJean
Eastment.
ANTHONY ROPE + ELIZABETH

PULLEY: Mrs Kathleen Bradley (sp. Mr
Paul Martin Bradley)

ISAAC TARR: Mrs Yvonnie May Arnall.

FLIZABETH THOMAS:
Ruth Armstrong.

Mrs Patricia

BIRTHS

A warm welcome to the following New
First Fleeters:

LOGAN DEAN ADAMS (FF. Matthew
Everingham), February 1993,

CLARE BROWN (F.F. William Douglas
- Mary Groves), 7 February 1994, First
daughter for Tony Brown (#3714) and
Deb Chapman.

RACHEL CLAIRE MUNRO (F.F. Peter
Hibbs), 8 November 1993, A daughter
for Bill and Lyn Munro.

SARAIL ANDREWINA  REYNOLDS
(EF. James Sheers — Mary Smith). 29
December 1993, A new grandchild for
Brian (#4671} and Dawn Riddiford - a
ninth generation.

JANEY ELIZABETH ROSS (FF Joseph
Hatton), 22 November 1993, First child
for David (#767) and Kathrvn Ross, and
third pranddaughter for jJoan (#13,
Foundation and Life Member of the
Fellowship) and Keith Ross.

BRONTE ELIZABETH THURTELL (EF.
Peter Hibbs), 12 December 1993,
Granddaughter of Dorothy (#0192) and
Bill Lowe — an eighth peneration.

BENJAMIN WOODBLIRY. 4 January
1991, and AMY WOODBURY, 14
December 1993 (KF. Matthew
Everingham). Son and daughter of Peter
(#5650) and Joanne.

OBITUARIES

Decpest sympathy is offered to the
families of the following:

ROSELEE  JANL  ADAMS  (#3651),
passed away 16 March 1993 Aged 34
years.

CARMEL GREENFIELD {#270) passed
away 30 January 1994, Dear sister of
Dorothy Willians,

WILLIAM CEDRIC VINCENT
HAVILAH (#4222), passed away 1o
February 1994, Beloved husband of
Mollie Havilah.

JLLIE A, KNIGHT (#6055}, passcd
away 22 Mav 19935,

BRENDAN ROSS WEARNLE (#1024).
died 19 Tune 1993, Dear son of Maud
Elizaberh Wearne (#930) and brother of
Mervyn (#1421).













Roscanna, who had been born in
Newgate Prison when Esther was only
sixteen. It is uncertain whether Esther
was married or not. as she gave her
name variously as Abrahams or Julian.
She had stolen 24 vards of black silk
valued at 50 shillings. On board the ship
she became the mistress of Lieutenant
George Johnston and their first ¢hild,
George, was baptised in Svdney as
“Abrahams or Johnston, son of George
Johnston, Captain Lieutenant of the
marines and Esther Abrahams, convict.”
Two days later they left for Norfolk
Island where Johnston was to take up a
military post. Alter their return to
Sydney, their sccond son. Robert, was
born in March 1792, He later became
the first Australian-born officer of the
Royal Navy. A third sen, David, was
born in 1800, followed by four
daughters between 1801 and 1809 and
Esther still had no wedding ring.

In 1793 Johnston had received one of
the 100-acre grants of land given to the
officers of the first garrison. He chose a
wiece of land four miles from Sydney

—~and named it after his birthplace in

Scotland and so it remains named today
- the suburb of Annandale. A fine house
was built on the estate. The Johnstons
prospered and became well known in
the community where Johnston
established manv connections in high
places. Today, except for the name
johnsten Street and the gates of the
house. nothing is left of the original
estatc.

Tohnston was in command of the troops
who deposed Governor Bligh in 1808,
after which he was in charge of the
Colony fer six months. Following
restoration of legitimate government,
Johnston was sent to England to be tried
for mutiny in 1811. He was cashiered
and returned to New South wales as a
free settler in 1813. He finally made an
honest woman of Esther by marrying
her the next year at St John's.
Parramatta. Roseanna. Esthers first
daughter, was a witness at the wedding.
She had since married lsaac Nichels
who was later to become the first
postmaster in New South \Wales. By this
time Johnston owned 7,000 acres of
land. He died in 1823 and in the 1858
Census, Esther was listed as a free
settler with 2.460 acres of land in her
own name. She wanted to morigage the
land and return to England, but her son
Robert decided to have her declared
insane in order to stop her. At the trial
she was represented by a fellow Jew,
David Poole, but unfortunately, the
opposing  barrister was W. C.
Wentworth. Poor Esther was found
incapable of managing her own affairs,
but Robert was declared not o be the
heir at law and trustees were appointed
for the estate. Esther dicd at her son

David's property, George’s Hall on the
George's River, in 1846 and was buried
at Annandale.

As a footnote, Roseanna’s second son,
George Robert Nichols, became a solic-
itor and Parliamentary representative
for Maitland and Morpeth. In 1854 he
successfully argued the casc to allow
Jewish ministers to receive a State
stipend in kceping with the privileges
granted to ministers of Christian denom-
inations. As a result, 200 pounds were
given by the Government to pay the
stipend for Jacob Isaacs, reader at the
York Street synagogue.

John Harris had been sentenced to
death for stealing eight silver table-
speons valued at eight shillings and ore
penny. However, his sentence was com-
muted to 14 years transportation, first to
Amcrica. then to Africa, but he was
finaily put aboard the Scarborough
bound for Sydney Cove.

In 1789 he suggested to the Colony's
Tudge Advocate that a Night Watch be
established from among the convicts to
keep the peace in Sydney. This became
the Colony's first police force with
Harris  as  a member.  After its
establishment, Sydney was said o be
better policed than London! The Night
Watch continued to recruit convicts
even though the New South Wales
Corps also controlled the population.
Encouragement to join the Waitch
included the offer of an additional suit
of clothing to each constable and a pint
of spirits every Saturday. Service in the
constabulary could lead to
emancipation after three years for
seven-year men and conditional
emancipation for lifers after 10 years in
the Watch.

In 1793 Harris was appointed as a
constable in charge of the Norfolk
island Night Watch and was granted an
absolute pardon two vears later in
consideration of services rendered. He
returned to Sydney in 1796, having
married @ woman called Mathilda. They
eventually had three children. In 1798
he received a land grant of six and a half
acres which he was already occupying
at Windsor, {(Squatting such as this
became a regular practice.) Harris built
an inn and became one of the first 10
licensces in New South Wales. A year
later he was granted the licence for an
inn near Toongabbie, but in 1800, when
he had trouble with the Governor over
the liquor trade laws, his tavern and
liquor stocks were destroved by
Government order. His land grant was
revoked and the next year he left
Sydney with his son John, leaving his
daughters Elizabeth and Hannah in the
care of his friend James Larra, whe had
succeeded him as principal of the Night
Watch and had also followed his

footsteps in  the liquor trade in
Parramatta. Larra held land in trust for
Harris’s daughters, calling it Harris
Farm. After her marriage, Elizabeth
returned to care for Larra in 1821 when
he had suffered many misfortunes.

Harris and his son did not reach
England for twe years because of many
misadventures on the way in New
Zealand and Guam. By the time they
arrived, their fortunes were at a very low
ebb indeed. However, 30 years later, the
son migrated to Sydney and the circle
was complete. His son. George, later
went to Queensland where he became a
member of the Legislative Council. His
daughter, Evelyn lane, married Richard
Gardiner Casey and their son Richard
later became Governor General of
Australia. From convict acorns do such
oaks grow.

Elizabeth Harris married Walter Lang, a
wealthy migrant who died before their
son was born, This son, George Lang,
was 1o become Australia’s first novelist.
Elizabeth  later  married  Toseph
Underwood, a leading merchant in the
Coleny. Hannah Harris married Captain
Thomas Richic, master of the ship
Greyhound. They and their nine
children settled in Van Diemen's Land
and prospered.

In keeping with modern attitudes, fews
whao can trace their ancestry from early
emancipists take pride in their ability to
survive and to achieve success in
private and public life as the small
Australian Tewish community continues

to do.

FROM THE LIBRARY

“The Women of the 1790 Neptune.” by
Anne Needham with Laurel Riddler,
Merle Hadley and Phyllis Scort.

An extremely well-documented presen-
tation of the lives of the 78 women
convicts in addition to the 10 women
who came frec.

In the most interesting introduction to
the book, Anne Needham writes —"Their
reformation was made easicr because
they had a goal of becoming haves,
rather than have-nots, through hard
work on the farms granted to their
husbands.™

A number of “Neptunes” married First
Fleeters. It is 4 valuable addition to our
library and we congratulate Anne and
her team for a sterling cffort.



JEWISH CONVICTS IN THE FIRST FLEET

Helen Bersten
Hon. Archivist
Australian Jewish Historical Society

he First Fleet brought to

these shores a motley

collection of English men

and women -~ some

hardened criminals, but

most sent from home on
a terrible voyage to a barelv inhabhited
land far across the sea for crimes that
we  today  would  regard  as
misdemeanours. The fact that they
survived, let alone prospered here. is a
matter of great interest. The British jails
were 30 overcrowded with prisoners in
the late 18th century that it became the
habit to use rotting hulks of ships
moored at anchor as prisons. Some
people remained on these hulks for
years until finally the Government hit
upon the idea of sending its unwanted
guests to far off lands such as America
and Australia.

Of the 145,000 convicts transported to
Australia berween 1788 and 1852 ar
least 1,000 were Jewish. Among the first
group of 751 convicts in the First Fleet,
16 are known to be Jewish. Many of the
early convicts married Christians as
there were few Jewish spouses, no
lewish ministry and only Christian
marriage  was recognised by the
Christian clergy.

The first priorities of the tiny Jewish
community had not been marriage nor
naming children, but the proper burial
of the dead. The eariiest organisation,
before a proper community was even
formed, was the burial sociery
cstablished in 1817 by Joseph Marcus.
Today's Chevra Kadisha is the result of
this beginning. We know of three Jews
who died prior to this: Toeseph Levy in
1788, Uzziel Baruch in 1790 and
Solemen Bockerah in 1791, They would
have had the normal Christian burial.

Once the congregation was formed, it
was the determination of a small
number of settlers that kept the families
Jewish. Reverend Marsden wanted all
people cducated as Christians, but the
Jews, as the only non-Christian group in
the Celony, won the right to educate
their own children and to receive
government aid for their ministers. The
carliest Hebrew schools began in 1845
with the arrival of Moses Rintel and a
proper school was established 10 years
later.

Now for a brief picture of the Joews of the
First Fleet. Henry Abram’s crime was of
a kind that some find romantic - he was
a highwavman. He arrived in the
Scarborough but was sent to Norfolk
Island between 1792 and 1796. Many
convicts whe continued o flout the law
ended up on Norfolk Island. However,
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Henry obviously had initiative, because
by 1790 he had begun to supply meat to
government stores on the island.

Daniel Danicls was a thief. From Joseph
Solemens. almost certainly another Tew,
he had stolen a copper pol, a pewter
porringer and a pair of shoes. He was
Abram's fellow passenger on  the
Scarborough.

Frances Hart was a receiver of stolen
goods, to wit, two pairs of boots and a
pair of shoes. The name of the ship
Friendship which brought her to these
shores must have been a propitious one
as she married a fellow convict, William
Robinson, on 13 February 1788. It was
presumably a Christian ceremeny and
yet it was noted in a trial in November
that Frances was sworn on the Oid
Testament because she was Jewish.

David Tacobs had been a lemon seller i

London. His crime was stealing twi™ g

livery greatcoats from the side of a
coach in Thomas Strect. He also came
on the Scarborough and was transferred
te Norfolk Island in March 1790. He
returned to Port Jackson three vears
later. died in 1802 and was buricd at St.
John's, Parramatta.

Amelia Levy had stolen silk handker-
chiefs from a shop at Southwark. Her
sojourn in the Colony did not improve
her: in fact she became a prostitute and
was sent to Norfolk Island from 1790 1o
1794, By 1795 she was selling stolen
goods in Parramatla. and had become
friendly with Sara Lyons. another thief,
who had arrived on the Lady Juliana in
1789,

Joseph Levy, yet another Scarborough
passenger, had stolen a copper kettle
from its hob in a London street. Rarely
a month after his arrival, he was again
before the Court, this time charged with
uttering insolent language and was put
in chains. He died in April 1788 and
was the first Jew to be buried in
Australian soil, although, of course, he
was not buried as a Jew.

Sara Burdo had been a prostitute and
was transported for robbery. However,
by 1814 she had married Isaac Archer
of Parramatta and in 1819 was working
as a midwife. She was one of the few
who mended her ways.

Aaron Davis was another convict to
prosper on Norfolk Island. where he
was sent in 1790, He owned land there
and became a merchant ¢n the island.

Esther Abrahams arrived on the Lady
Penrhyn with her infant daughter,



TRANSPORTEES, MONSTERS OR MISUNDERSTOOD

ANY English people look
upon Australians as descen-
dants of criminals so evil
that they had to be exiled
from their homeland. On
the other hand many
Australians believe that their ancestors
were unconscionably penal-ised for
trivial offences. I hope to show that the
truth lics somewhere between these two
extremes.

First. ! agree with the point made by
Muriel Bowler in a recent article in the
Northants  FI.S. journal. Dersons
convicted of serious offences in the late
eighteenth and earlynineteenth centuries
in Britain were not transported: they
were hanged! The choices of dealing
with those convicted of less serious
offences were limited. There was no
alternative to incarceration, and prisons
at that time were overcrowded and
unpleasant in the extreme. There was
no system of parole. community service
or work release. The concept of
rehabilitation was not part of the British
penal system. These features were only
available in the developing colenial
communitics.

Most transportees were net incarcerated
but released to work in the community
under assignment, though admittedly
still subject to behavioural restrictions
enforceable by the Court. A parole svs-
tem, ticket of leave, operated in New
South Wales. The system did in fact
achieve the rehabilitation of most of
those transported. Many staved after
their penal terms were complete. to
make a new life in the Colonies. Serving
their sentences for most of the trans-
portees was very much less oppressive
than it would have been if served in a
penal institution in Britain ar that time.
This is not to deny that there were seme
extremely harsh prisons in the Colonies,
but their occupants tended o be the
morce recalcitrant, violent and uncooper-
ative convicts.

Of cowrse all transportees were subject
o senlences of seven 1o 14 years, or life.
Sentences of less than seven vears were
served-out in  Britain. This would
suggest that his Majesty's guests in the
Colonies were offenders not so minor as
to receive a short sentence. ner so major
as to receive a death sentence (unless
commuted}). Why then do se many have
convictions for. by today's standards,
trivial offences: often against property
rather than persons.

We must remember that we hear of
roday's crimes through the media, but of
yesteryear's from the official documrents.
Today, as then. the actual charges differ
from the perceived offences. As an

by Colin Healey

cxample, we hear of a bank robber who.
it is claimed, has robbed several banks
of large amounts of money. Although
identified as tne robber ar several banks
he may in fact be charged with and con-
victed of stealing a much smaller
amount. perhaps only a few hiindreds of
dollars. This is. because the particular
banknotes can be identified, perhaps by
dve marks or the like, as being the prop-
erty of one bank and were seen to be
stolen when he was identified as the
thiel. On conviction he may ask that
other offences be taken inte considera-
tion when sentencing. S0 we have a
convicted bank robber who stele many
hundreds of thousands of dollars, but
whom the record will show to history to
have been convicted of the theft of a few
hundred dollars onlv.  To  {uture
researchers won't his sentence seem dis-
proportienate o his recorded crime?

Il vou think | exaggerate. et us consider
the interesting case of Ann Solomons,
who 13 September 1827 was convicted
of receiving stolen goods, to wit one
watch, and was sentenced fto
transportation for 14 years. On the face
of it this seems an extreme sentence for
such a small offence. Caught in
possession of a stolen watch this model
prisoner, a 40-year-old mother of six and
the wile of a jewcller, is sentenced to i4-
vears transportation! There arc no
previous convictions. What severity of
sentencing this discloses.What a lot of
rubbish!

Now 1o the real story of Ann Selomons.
Born Ann Julian in 1786, she was a
barmaid at the Blue Anchor. in Petticoat
Lane, when she married 21-year-old
Isaac Solomons in 1807. This couple
waorked together and by 1825 contrelled
a chain of London brothels and ciearing
houses for the recycling of stolen goods.
Charles Dickens' character Fagin is said
to have been based upon Isaac, collo-
quially known as Tkey, Solomens. Tkey
was arrested and charged in 1827, but
escaped and went to New York where he
tived a conspicuously wealthy lifestyle.
The police. much put out by all this,
raided houses owned by the Solomons,
and in one found “an immense quanti-
ty of jewellery consisting of gold and sil-
ver watches, trinkets of great value, gold
rings. ¢tc. together with other property
such as lace, silks and crepes.” In all.
four coachloads of goods suspected of
having been stolen were removed from
the house. As a result Ann was charged
with possession of stulen property, to
wit one watch.

The story pets even better, Ann's two
cldest sons migrated to New Seuth
Wales as fyee settlers in anticipation of
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her transportation. The four youngest
children came with her. In Tasmania she
was assigned as a servant to the
Newman family, where another servant
aileged she was not required to work.
She did have four children o care for
after all. A few months later Ikey came
out from New York (as a free settler'),
and arranged for her to be assigned 1o
him. The Solomons family was reunited.
their only punishment being that they
had to live in Tasmanian conditions
rather than those of nincteenth- century
London.

Fventually the authorities caught up
with Ikey. He was arrested and shipped
back to England for trial, conviction and
sentence. That's right, he was sentenced
to 14 vears transportation and returned
to Tasmania as a felon. The family
turned its collective back on Ikey who,
having obtained his ticket of leave, in
1R38 set up in business as a tobacconis*
in Hobart and continued in that purst. _
until his death in 1850.

Upon Tkey's arrest in 1830, Ann was
assigned to her son’s service, and
remained so assigned until 1835, when
she obtained her ticket of leave. Thus
was the Solomons family, other than
Tkey, kept tegether. Ann never had 1o be
other than the mother of her brood, and
to maintain the family home throughout
her 14 vears of penal servitude. She
campleted her term in 1841, and
continued to five in Tasmania thereafter
with her children and her new love
interest, George Madden, himself a
wealthy former convict.

We hear much of the severe sentences
for trivial offences. of the chain-gangs
and floggings. of the inhumanity of the
penal system of transportation. It is time
that this was looked at in perspective.
Those subject o chain-gangs and
flogings were a small minority. Mest
transportees were rchabilitated when
there were no such opportunities for
felons at home. Many were able to turn
transporiation into mere exile, as did the
Solomons. Trivial recorded offences
rarely reveal the true extent of the
crimes punished by the sentence. Most
rransported  convicts  were not as
innocuous as their trial sheets would
suggest, nor as hardened. vicious and
irredeemable as the descendants of
those who stayed behind would like to
think. And of course we dre not our
ancestors. Why should the Australian
descendant of a transported thicef feel
any less than the English descendant of
a hanged killer or highwayman?

By courtesy The Cedar Log,
Richmond-Tweed Family History Soc Inc



