


DAYTIME
FELLOWSHIP

July 7 was the day of our Scup and
Damper meeting of the Daytime
Fellowship. About 25 people were
present ta partake of soup, damper, and
goadies (especially Jovee Cowell's usual
donation of rich chocolate cheesecake).
Thank you to the Thursday Ladies for
donations of lunch and afternoon tea.

Mr John McClyment was our guest
speaker. He showed slides and spoke on
the carly exploration and founding of
Parramatia. His cnthusiasm for his
subject was evident, and we all leamt a
lot and enjoyed his talk,

The members approved of the purchase
of an Australian genealegy program for
Out COMputer.

Sadly., Mrs Dernice Smart has resigned
from the Daviime Fellowship, We will
miss her input. and we thank her for all
the hard work she has put into the
running of the Daytime Fellowship.

By the time this Newsletter is delivered.
those members and friends attending
the Cooma-Snowy trip will have
received a letter detailing the travel
arrangements.

Possibly of interest to our inirepid
travellers is a letter received frem
Stewart Ross (#3021) of Cerryeng,
Victoria, who having read of the Cooma
Trip in the Newsletter writes: First
Fleeter Edward Miles's descendants
played a large role in the settlement of
this whole area. from Cooma te Kiandra
and Talbingo and right up to Brindabella
and the Franklin Range ar Canberra
(and alse later Tumut).

‘Edward Miles had three daughters. two
married and went to the Menaro
(Cooma). One married Willilam Bridle
and the other married a man called
Freebody, whose descendants are still in
the Adaminaby-Cooma area today.

"The Bridles and Freebodys went to the
Monare around 1840, the Bridles to
Island Lake on Bridic’s Creek and ihe
Freebodys o Wambrook. on Wambrook
Creek {next deor to the Tlama farm
today). Through many marriages the
Bridles  became  related  to  the
Wilkinsons, the Lampes and the
Franklins.

‘Miles Franklin, the famous writer, was
the  great-pranddaughter of Edward
Miles  (First  Fleet) and  the
granddaughter of Oltmann Lampe and
Sarah Bridle (daughter of William Lridle
who was also the next door neighbour
as the Lampes also lived at Wambrook.
Ii is belicved thar Miles Franklin's

mother was born at Wambrook in
1850.).

‘Miles  Franklin was bomn at her
Grandma Bridle's place at Talbingo,
because the Franklins lived at very
remote Brindabella — near teday's ACT.

"1 hope the First Fleeter history with this
area gives some  further interest to your
passengers. As a direct descendant of
Edward Miles, you can sec I am very
proud of my First Fleet ancestry.’

Following are the events for the rest of
1994

Monday, 12 September

The start of our Cooma-Snowy Holidav.
Our coach Teaves Eddy Avenue. outside
Central Station, at 10.00am and arrives
back at Central at 3.30pm on 17
September,

Wednesday, 2 November

Day Trip to Palm Beach and Patonga.
No. 190 bus leaves at 9.30am, bus
stand D, Carrington Street (behind
Wynyard Station). 11.00am ferry te
Patonga. Members and friends most
welcome. We'll meet al 9.15am at the
bus stop. (sec Display page 1)

Wednesday, 7 December

The date of our Christmas Luncheon,
this year being held at last year's venue,
The Waratah Inn. This year we will be
having a guest speaker, Mr Edgar
Penzig. Morc of this in the next
Newsletter.

Phyl Selby,
Social Organiser

MEMBERSHIP

REPORT
FOR PERIOD 26 MAY
TO 27 JULY 1994

We extend a warm welcome o new
members joined during this period, 11
adults, (hree juniors and onc spousc
associate.

THOMAS CHIPP-IANE LANGLEY: Nr
John Ernest Perry.

WILLIAM DOUGLAS-MARY GROVES:
Mrs Nayleen Melba McGav.

WILLIAM  HAMBLY:  Mr
Herbert Childs.

Terence
JOHN HARRIS: Mr Tames Edgar Ritchie
{sp. Mrs Jovce Winifred Ritchie).

[OHN HERBERT-DEBORAH ELLAM:
Mr Cyril Eric Smith; Mr James Mark
Swmith; Mrs Lindy Anne Gordon.

age 2

WILLIAM HUBRBARD: Mr John Graham
Pepg: Mr Richard Mark Pepg.

CARCLINA LAYCOCK: Miss Rebecca
Elizabeth Mary Green (jun.).

JOHN PALMER: Mr Rhys Alexander
Pemberton Palmer ¢jun.).

ANTHONY ROPE-ELIZABETH PULLEY:
Miss Roslyn Joy Jehnsen.

ELLEN WAINWRIGHT: Miss Imogen
Paige Francis (jun.).

THOMAS WILLIAMS:  Mr
Gregory Williams.

Leonard

BIRTHS

A warm welcome to the following New
First Fleeters:

REBECCA ELIZABETH MARY GREEN
(FF. Carolina Laycock) A daughter for
Marion and Ross (#2977},

JACK 1SAAC REEDY (FF )} 28
Septemiber 1993, A son for Alison and
Bretr. brother to Hannah {#6140),
grandson of Elizabeth (#966) and Peter,
and grear-grandson of Ellen (#1537)
and Allen.

EMILY LOUISE ARNDELL SCHMACK
(E.E. Thomas Arndeil), 27 April 1994,
First born to Suzanne (#2422) and Pcter
Schmack.

OBITUARIES

Deepest sympathy s offered to the
familics of the following:

VIV BONE. passed awav 1 Junc 1994
at Neweastle. Beloved wife of John Bone
(#2289).

ARTHUR EIMVARD DAWSON, passed
away April 1994 Loved husband of
Norma (#727).

LEAH [UNE FRENCH (3930). of
Queensiand, passed awav 25 March
1994, Dear mather of Shelley Osmond.

ROBERT HORACE HODGES. Lt.-Col
{Ret'd)  (#3895), passed away in
Canberra, 20 June 1994, aged 79, Loved
father of Jane (#3897) and (hris
(#3896).

THELMA AMY MOBDBS (nee Bruce}, at
Springwood. 31 January 1994, Widow
of Frank Lyle Mobbs and mother of
Amie Louise Barker (#2503). Aped 98,

MARION SCOTT (#2472). of Bellerive,
Tasmania. passed away 22 November
1993,


















MORE OPEN LETTERS

Mr President,

I disagree strongly with the trend
to rewrite our history. We cannot
regard things that happened in the
gighteenth. century in the same
away as if they happened in the
twentieth century.

Ships were spreading from many
nations, all seeking new lands. The
Great 8cuth Land had to be found
and occupied. It was largely empty
and inhabited by a comparative
handful of almost stone age people.
If it had not been the British ships,
it would have been French, Dutch
or Spanish ships that found it for
sure, and began settlements. It was
not an invasion as such. It was the
way the world was opening up and
spreading at that time.

Our convict ancestors and scldiers,
none of whom had much choice in
the matter, are to be pitied and
admired, not castigated by people
now pushing a barrow to destroy
the English. I have plenty of Irish
bleod, but I don't blame anyone
now for what was the norm in the
eighteenth century. Our nation
needs tc look forwards, not
backwards.

I am very proud of my First and
Becond ¥Fleet ancestors. convicts
and free settlers both, who did a
magnificent job under dreadful
circumstances. They made the best
of things as they were. Governor
Phillip tried hard to help the
natives, but the gulf between the
two cultures was sc wide, and as
of all people, both sides had rotten
apples. It belioves both peoples
now, plus our many peoples from
other lands, to work together, to
learn as much as possible, and to
be kind to each other, to make cnr
naticn go forward as one peorle.

Even today, we are underpopulated
in Australia and there are many
envious eyes locking our way from
the heavily overpopulated nations
elsewhere in the world.

We need to use the cultures and
skills of all cur many races in
Australia today, be Australians all,
and make sure we are able to keep
Australia for Australians, whatev-
er our colour or creed or length of
stay. Please Mrs Purnell and other
knockers look forward with help,
not backwards with censure.

Elizabeth Heyer (#3981)

Dear Mrs Kaye Purnell,

As a fellow associate (spouse) I feel
you have very little understanding
of your honour of holding the sarne
title.

When you state in your Open Letter
to our President that you may be
the only one who feels this way.

Madam! you are truly an island,
perhaps a little more study, and a
little more reading re First Fleet
history and not your own family
tree, would be a good idea.

@’

Also it would improve your
outlook, and make you understand
the pride in bheing a First Fleet
associate spouse. I feel for what
you have written, you make it
sound rather grotty, still, to have a
conviet in the family tree.

Now we have an added burden, a
guilt compiex. Fer a person to
write such a letter, you sound like
a gocd republican to me.

The Queensland Gevernmment tried
the very same line some months
back, it failed, we won.

On rewriting our history for schools,
ncw we have one version for Whites,
one version for Aboriginals and
Thursday Islanders.

What a mess Mrs Purnell.

Have you ever really thought!
Australia is the only country in the
world to be founded in such a way,
by 770 felons in chaing plus
Captain Arthur Phillip’s marines,
ete, it takes some beating!

Also I would add, please mmake an
apology to our very respected
President.

Dawn Riddiford (spouse},
Brian Riddiford (#46%71).
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Dear Editor,

Mrs Purnell seems tc have been
unfortunate in her acgquaintance
with family historians if their
attitudes have provoked the rather
patrenising and sanctimonicus
tone of her Open Letter to Peter
Christian. I can assure her that
she is not alone in being able to
admire the achievements of early
ancestors while acknowledging that
all the immigrants who have
arrived over the last 2068 years
have shared in despoiling the
lifestyle of the original inhabitants.

N,

I would not deny that family
historians are afflicted with the
frailties that are common to the
rest of society nor would I dispute
that the herror felt by some
members of Sydney ‘Society’ as
depicted in Franklin and Cusack’s
1939 novel Pioneers on Parade
when chains are heard clanking in
family cuphoards, would have been
a common reaction at that time:
but time and attitudes change. an
I would have thought that the FFF
would be the least likely historical
society to harbour such prejudices.

In my experience, family historians
are dedicated to discovering as much
as posgible of the circummstances that
led to their ancestors’ migration, that
they are prepared to view weakness
and wrengdeing with compassion,
and strength and achievement with
admiration. I am fust as interested in
ny ancestors whether they came as
guard or guarded, or as refugees
from poverty, revelution or family;
and I think that attitude is common
to most sericus family researchers.

Deouglas B. Webster (#1936)

OO
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