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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

C 
ongratulations are in order to 
Foundation Member and former 
Executive member, Nell Sansom, 
who was the recipient of the 
Medal of the Order of Australia 

announced in the Queen's Birthday 
Honours in June. Nell, a very proud 
descendant of First Fleeter James 
Bloodworth, was, for a number of years, 
the driving force in the recognition of the 
site of First Government House and that 
site being retained as a national 
memorial for future generations. Well 
done, Nell. 

Welcome home to our Vice-Patron 
Commander Paul Kable, R.A.N., who 
had been stationed in London for the 
past few years. During his time in the 
United Kingdom, Paul had not only 
done invaluable work for the Australian 
Government, but had also kept the F.F.F. 
to the fore . 

On 25 June last I was privileged to 
attend the ceremonies relating to Robert 
Williams, F.F., at St. Peter's, Richmond. 

Dear New Member, 

A truly moving event. The service was 
led by member Rev. Jim Payne and the 
Cathedral Singers under the direction of 
member Shirley Mills. 

I had the pleasure of speaking to two 
groups recently - the Probus Club of 
Beverly Hills and the War W idows 
Guild, Epping Branch. 

The Week-day Fellowship had a most 
successful Soup and Damper Luncheon 
at First Fleet House on 5 July last . Due 
to the absence of Doug Oakes, 
chairman of th is body, who is overseas 
I was seconded to chair the general 
meeting. I was sorry not to be able to 
stay for the repast, or to hear a most 
interesting talk by M r Jack Gibbs on 
some of the old homes in Potts Point. 

Please keep those subscriptions coming 
in - and any loose change? Please spare 
a thought for our 'Buy-a-Brick Fund'! 

In Fellowship, 
PETER 

On Saturday, 7 October 1995, the Fellowship Executive invites you to a 
'Meet the President' afternoon commencing at 2.30pm, at First Fleet House, 
105 Cathedral Street, Woolloomooloo. 

After a short welcome by Peter, afternoon tea will be served. 

We hope you will be able to join us. 

Space is limited so could you please RSVP by 30 September. 

In Fellowship, Zona 

FIRST FLEET CHRISTMAS CARDS SPECIAL PRICE 10 FOR $2.00 
{Postage $1.25 for NSW and $1.50 interstate, extra) 

PRELIMINARY NOTICE 
On 27 January 1996 our 

AUSTRALIA DAY 
LUNCHEON 
will be held in the 

Holme and Sutherland Room, 
Sydney University 

The function will begin at 
12 noon for 1.00pm 

Estimated cost is about $40 which 
includes pre-lunch drinks and 

savouries. 

Those who have attended our other 
Days there will again appreciate the 
venue and those attending for the 

first time will be more than 
adequately satisfied. 

PLEASE START PLANNING YOUR 
BOOKING NOW! 

EXCURSION 
SUNDAY 8 OCTOBER 

Coach Excursion to Windsor with 
special emphasis on the Everingham, 
Williams, Roberts and Keziah Brown 

and Ann Forbes families. 

After a jam-packed tour we will finish 
at Castlereagh Cemetery at the 

Rope/Pulley grave for a wine and 
cheese and biscuits wake. 

TIME: 9.00am - 5.00pm 

COST: $25 includes wine, cheese and 
biscuits 

PLACE: Pickup at York St, at Scots 
Church, and Epping Road and 

Longueville Road 



DAYTIME 
FELLOWSHIP 
We were very pleased to see so many 
members brnve the freezing weather for 
the Soup and Damper Lunch meet ing -
32 in all. It was good to see Ray and 
Patricia Meredith from the Newcastle 
Chapter. who had caught the 6.30am 
train from Newcastle to join us, also 
Jack and June Searl who have come 
from Macksville to live at Collarov 
Plateau. We hope these members will 
continue to support our functions. 

During the meeting, Joy Cordeiro gave 
us an entertaining account of her recent 
trip to Cairns as a member of the crew 
of the Endeavour, a great experience 
and one which Joy will surely remember 
all her life. 

Our lunch was delicious - hot soup and 
damper (totally appropriate for the 
weather that day) and many goodies in the 
way of sandwiches. cakes and biscuits 
provided by the hard-working committee. 

After lunch. Jack Gibbs, a local 
historian, gave us a very interesting talk, 
illustrated by slides, on the former glory 
of the Potts Point area. Jack showed and 
described the arch itectural features of 
some of the old castles and mansions in 
the area. most of which have been 
swallowed up by the dreaded developcr 
- sad to sec. 

Altogether a delightful day. 

Our next outing will be a guided tour of 

Aquatic Centre, Olympic Park, 
Home bush. 

DATE: Wednesday. 6 September. 

M EET: at bus stop. right side of 
Strathfield Station (facing away from 
city) in time to catch 9.30am bus 401. 
[Do NOT board special tour bus 401 
which leaves from same stop.I 

TOUR: starts 10.00am at Aquatic 
Centre. 

PRICE: $14.00 whkh includes tour plus 
roast lamb lun..:h with dessert and tea or 
coffee. 

Please send $14.00 with booking as we 
have to pay in advance. Cancellation 
fee of $2.00 is payable. 

We need final numbers by 21 August. 

In October a tour will be arranged for 
the ABC complex in Sydney. The tour 
will be on Tuesday. 3 1 October (no tours 
arc held on Wednesdays). Detai ls will 
be in next Newsletter. 

Don't forget the Christmas luncheon to 
be held· in the Renaissance Ho tel. 
Circular Quay. on Wednesday, 6 
December. at I 2.00 noon for 12.30 
lunch. Cost will be $33.00 to be sent 
with booking. Full refund of $33.00 if 
seven days noti ce is given of 
cancellation. 

ANNE DAVISON PHYL SELBY. Social Secretary 

KIAMA - JAMBEROO 
VALLEY 

COACH TRIP 

SUNDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 

Come and spend an 
enjoyable day touring the 
South Coast. Stopping at 

Sublime Point for morning tea 
then down the coast to the 
beautiful Jamberoo Valley. 

Later exploring the 
picturesque town of Kiama. 

Cost $27 .00 including 
morning tea and lunch. 

All inquiries to F.F.F. Office on 
Tuesdays 

phone 360 3788 or 360 3988. 

Send cheques or money 
orders to Fellowship of First 

Flectcrs 

105 cathedral Street, 
Woolloomooloo 2011. 

••••••• • •••• •• ••• ••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• 
MEMBERSHIP 
REPORT 
FOR PERIOD 29 JUNE TO 
26 JULY 1995 

We extend a warm welcome to new 
members joined this period - six adults 
and one spouse associate. 

THOMAS CHIPP- JANE LANGLEY: M r 
Kenneth Arthur Perry. 

WILLIAM DOUG LAS MARY 
GROVES: Mr David John Buising. 

PETER HIBBS+ IOHN RAMSAY: Mrs 
Nell Florence lordcns (sp. Mr Heinz 
Friedrich Jordcns). 

WILLIAM ROBERTS: Mr Ronald 
Archibald M illen forbes. 

ANTHONY ROPE - ELIZ1\BETH 
PULLEY: Mr Kenneth Joseph Wood. 

WILLIAM TUNKS: Mrs Gweneth Hope 
forbcs. 

BIRTHS 
A warm welcome to the following New 
First Fleeters: 

ELIZABETH ANN FOSTER (F.F. 
Nathaniel Lucas - Olive Gascoigne), 21 
May 1995. A son to Analeigh and Richard. 
A grandson for Elizabeth Foster (#4246). 

BENJAMIN CHARLES GRIFFITHS (1-'.F. 
lohn Ryan), born 9 May 1995. A son for 
Michael Charles Griffiths (#3103) and wife 
Helen Margaret (nee Walker) and the first 
grandson for Dr Terry Griffiths (#2684 ). 

OLIVER RICHARD HUGH HANNON 
(F.F. Mary Dickenson - William 
Eggleton) on 2 September 1994. Second 
son of David (#4447) and Prudence and 
grandson of Ross (#4446) and Moya 
Hannon. 

PHEONIX JAMES JENNER (F.F. John 
Small - Mary Parker). born I 7 March 
1994 at Queen Victoria Hospital. 
Launceston. Tasmania. First child to 
Stephanie Louise Cornwell and partner 
David Allan Jenner: fi rst grandchild to 
David and Jenny Cornwell and nephew 
to Alexandra Cornwell (#5707) of 
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Brunswick Heads, NSW. 7th generation. 

BONNEY LOCKART (F.F. Owen 
Cavanaugh - Margaret Darnell), born 
15 May 1995. A sister for Sam and a 
daughter for Helen and Ken and a first 
granddaughter for Carmen and Alec .,-- A 

(#6143) Lockart. ....., 

THOMAS ROBERT PATFIELD, born 7 
lune 1991, and HARRISON CHARLES 
PATFIELD, born I March 1994 (F.F. 
John Small - Mary Parker). Two sons of 
Martin John Patfield and grandsons for 
Bryan Patfield (# 1796). 7th generation. 

RACHEL ALEXANDRA ROSS (F.F. 
Joseph Hatton - Ann Colpitts), born 29 
June 1995. Second daughter for Kathryn 
and David Ross (#767) and fourth 
granddaughter for Joan (#13 and Life 
Member) and Keith Ross. 

BENJAMIN ALLAN JEFFERY WRIGHT 
(F.F. William Tunks, Thomas Spencer, 
Mary Phillips, Anthony Rope. Elizabeth 
Pulley, W illiam Nash, Maria Haynes). 
born 19 June 1995 at Liverpool. A son 
for Lori Hunt (#5859) and Ben Wright. 
A grandson for Allan (#5867) and 
Margaret (#5868) H unt. 9th generation. ~ 



H A P P E H I· N G S with Laurel and Brenda mencing with "Busters Girls" dressed in 
smart GI-type costumes pe,forming vari-

On Friday 21 July, we 
~•,-~ t"~~ represented the Fellowship 

"'-~ ~ _ together with fellow member 
' 1\ Kathleen Smith (descendant 

· \ \ - of First Fleeter John Cross, Kath is also 
<,- secretary and a life member of the Liverpool and 

I
. ~ District Family History Society) at an Australia 
/ Remembers Dinner held in the Greenway 

1 Centre, Liverpool, and organised by the Friends 
of Liverpool Library. 

Dinner was preceded by cocktails in the foyer, 
with a hundred guests representing various 
organisations supportive of the Friends of the 
Library. 

An excellent smorgasbord dinner was provided, 
followed by appropriate entertainment com-

ous tap routines from the sounds of the 
forties. This was followed by the rendition of 
many old favourites from the era, by the duet 
"Misty". Songs included We'll Meet Again, 
White Cliffs of Dover and soon had the nostal
gic crowd singing along. Dancing continued 
until evening's end and a most enjoyable time 
was had by all. 

So many of these wonderful events have been 
happening around the country, organised by the 
R.S.L and various organisations commemorat
ing August 15 the end of World War I I. Many of 
you may recall "what you were doing" on this 
day back in 1945, we would like you to share 
your memories with us, so please drop us a line 
as this is 'hands on history' to many of our 
younger members . 

.%nota Ylo!J 

Published articles do not necessarily reflect the 



%.y 'Encfi avour 'Encounter 

Joy Cordeiro (#6 155) 

J have always loved 

looking at and reading 

about sailing ships. 

A dream came true for 

me when I was accepted 

to sail 'Cook's' 

'Endeavour Replica', 

as a supernumerary 

(a working passenger) 

from McKay to Cairns, 

26 June to 1 July last. 

As I recall those five days, now four 
weeks later, I don't think I will ever 
forget the incredible camaraderie among 
the 48 crew which consisted of 14 
professionals, two female super
numeraries and the 32 voyage crew. 
When captain Chris Blake gave the 
order to 'wear sh ip' we all had to come 
immediately to the top deck and man 
the ropes to change the sails from one 
direction to another, etc, we had to work 
as a team even though it would look and 
sound very chaotic to an on looker! My 
brain d id not master learning the ropes 
by names so I was placed at the helm 
frequently and to steer that magnificent 
sailing vessel, and especially at night, it 
was truly a glorious experience. As I 
stood in absolute darkness (no lights are 
allowed on deck) and liste ned to the 
gentle lapping of the water with the 
gentle breezes puffing out the sails, I 
looked towards the heavens, the stars 
were so bright a nd thought to myself 
this must be the closest thing to peace 
on earth. 

Can I encourage you to support the 
Endeavour Foundation a nd keep her 
afloat and in Australian hands, as We 
Do All own her. 

I was so lucky as the weather and the 
seas were perfect, never had to use the 
wet-weather gear which is issued to us, 
when we fi rst boarded the ship, a lo ng 
with a safety harness. However, I loved 
knowing that the safety harness was 
around my 
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waist at all times - just in case! The only 
time I made use of it was when I was -
told to hang over the side to get some of 
the coral debris which was floating by as 
a four-foot slick, no easy feat at the 
speed we were going and only with a 
small canvas bucket. 

Much to my sorrow, even though we 
sailed right through the Barrier Reef all 
the way, the islands were much further 
away than I expected. However, we 
called into Cape Upstart to present a 
Cook Memoria l Plaque to the local 
people. This was my first time over the 
side with a life jacket on, and to climb 
down the tiny footholds hanging on 
tightly to ropes either side to balance my 
jump into the rubbe r duckie when the 
'swell was up'. My timing was very poor 
and certainly showed I was an amateur 
when I nearly landed in the drink. \ 

Twice more I went over and down the 
side, boy it was fun for this 62-year-old 
running around the ocean in a rubber 
duckie. On the Tuesday we were 
becalmed and Captain Blake put up 
brand new stunsail sails which made 
Endeavour glorious to look at so he sent 
us out six at a time, in the rubber 
duckie, to go a ro und her and take 
photographs. An incredible sight and I 
can assure you one which I will never 
erase from my mind's eye. 

) 



Next day we had a picnic on 
Hichenbrook Island, some swam not 
realising there were crocs around. We 
did not see the warning signs! 

Endeavour is a 'dry and quiet ship', we 
never had noise, everybody spoke 
quietly, and by 8.00pm most of us were 
'in bed' , because of the constant 
rotating night and day four-hour 
watches which we all shared. The 

II' voyage crew still sleep in hammocks, 
like in Cook's day having to put them up 
each night, and packing them away by 
day. l paid extra and had Joseph Banks's 
cabin, my hammock was flat, hard and 
permanent, but only just long enough 
and only two-feet wide. There was a 
single rope to put across one's body and 
then attach to the six-inch lip of canvas, 
which I suppose was meant to stop one 
falling off. The night seas were so calm, 
it was hard to believe we were on the 
high seas. 

Food was great, plenty of it, but we had 
to gulp it down in 25 minutes, as there 
were three sittings. The voyage crew 
were allotted washing up duties but we 
two old ladies were excused. However, 
we were not excused from cleaning 
showers, toilets, cabins, and floors; 
thank goodness the scrubbing of floors 
was left to the younger folk. 
Remembering how to use the marine 
toilets was very perplexing at fi rst, 
because of the water valves we had to 
turn on and off. The showers were 
'normal', but we were allowed only 60 
seconds of water; we were not allowed 
to do any washing. Space and water are 
very limited. 

Even though it was calm we never 
seemed to have time to go below and 
write up diaries etc. Several times a day 
we had to muster to our allotted spot 
and 'number off', to our top man, this 
way he knew we were still aboard and 
available to do chores! 

Captain Blake and his officers were 
wonderful folk, treated us with utmost 
respect and forever ready to teach us 
new tricks and answer our questions. 

As you know anybody in good health 
has the chance to experience what I had 
a nd I again beg you to support the 
Foundation, encourage people to go 
over the ship when she's in port, and 
especially encourage the children to 
think about sailing in her, when they are 
old enough, as Endeavour has been 
built so beautifully that she will last 
150-200 years. 

The welcome we received at Cairns 
began three hours earlier at Fitzroy 
Island in 26-knot winds which blew up 
so quickly, about 1.00pm. We had to 
tack this way a nd that, take sails down, 
put others up, undo ropes, pulling here 
pulling there, orders were being called 
out every few minutes. Man this, man 
that, four to port, six to starboard, mid 
ships, Whacko! I was on the helm by 
now and thoroughly enjoying the 
excitement of slipping through the water 
so quickly and being able to stand 
upright in an eight-degree list. 

I wish I could relive this thrill for 200 
years as I have to admit I was so proud 
to be aboard and witness the wonderful 
show of the Australian people in every 
type of boat possible . The few big plea
sure craft which came out to the island 
to meet us must have been confused, as 
the wind sent us in all directions for 
three hours; until the tide was high 
enough for us to enter Cairns Inlet 
where dozens more boats, tugs with 
spouting water surrounded us. 
Helicopters kept buzzing us at such 
close range, and even a vintage aero
plane did circles above us. It was an 
absolute, incredible feeling to be part of 
this atmosphere, and for me personally 
to say I was one o f two people on the 
helm, who brought Endeavour right into 
the wharf, well, this would have to be 
my moment of glory. 

We berthed at 5.0-0pm, waved to the 
hundreds of spectators, tidied ship and 
ourselves, then some of us had to hurry 
off to the Mayoral reception and 
welcome for one hour. For the 
remainder of the night until 11.30pm 
and again the next day unti l 7.00pm I 
stayed aboard (too emotional to leave) 
and talked to the children and adults 
who paid to come aboard. I explained 
my uniform a nd what I had done as part 
of the crew. This time was very special 
to me as I have fallen in love with 
Endeavour. 

I will never forget my five days sailing, 
what a wonderful encounter with this 
magnificent sailing ship and I certainly 
will 'be there' to see her return to 
Sydney on 20 October. 

My phone number is (042) 834286 and 
the Endeavour Foundation inquiry 
number in Sydney (02) 2831 170. 
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BUY A BRICK 
DOt--lATIOt--1S 

We wish to record appreciation to 
the following for donations to the 
Fellowship's 'Buy a Brick' Fund. 
These names have been recorded in 
the Donor book in the Library at 
First Fleet House. 

W. G. Anderson, Roland Burgman, 
Laura Boyd, Laura R. Boyd, Gladys 
Ashworth, K. & V. Buchanan, L. R. 
Baxter, Alice Clarke, H. 
Collingwood, Alex P. Cooke, Hazel 
D. Chivers, Norman Dawson, Thora 
Eales, Arthur E. Ebb, E. R. Edwards, 
Kevin Brian Fear, Harold T. 
Gibbons , Dorothy Jean Hanney, 
Dorothy J. Haldon. the late T. F. 
Hanson, Michael Houstone, Doug 
Huxley. Geoffrey Kable, J. R. 
Kingston, Violet & Stan Knight, J. E. 
& R. M. Legge, Joan M. Martin, Peter 
Henry Rudolph Meyer, Hugh G. 
Morgan. R. Millward, L. M. Nixey, 
Margaret Palmer, Guy Roberts, 
William Robertson, Charles Stewart 
Ross, Albert W. Rowe, S. T. & M. A. 
Rowsell, Lloyd Saltmarsh, Denis 
Smith, Cynth ia J. Thompson, 
Constance Torbett, Tunks Family 
Association, Elsie Watson, Elsie 
Watson, Julie R. Whitehouse. 

Ian C. Anderson, Mrs W. Anderson, 
Maxwell L. Arch, Mary G. Bailey, 
Syd Ballard, L. R. Boyd, Norman 
Wilfred Butler, William Edward 
Roober Carter, Margaret A. Corby, 
Norma Dawson, Mrs E. A. Dobbin, 
E. R. Edwards, H. T. & B. A. Gibbins, 
Valerie E. Gordon, Doris J. Harris, 
Dorothy Jean Heldon, W. M. 
Hughes, V. McPherson, Charlotte 
Maud, Hugh G. Morgan, R. W. 
Morris, Phyllis M. Norman, Bryan J. 
Patfield, James E. Richie, I. M. 
Riethmuller, Mrs D. Sevil, John W. 
Shortland, Myrl Skinner, B. Sloan, 
Ronald H. Small, H.I. Smidt, Tunks 
Family Association, Hazel & Henry 
Wylie. 

OBITUARY 
In the March/April issue of the 
Newsletter it was unfortunately 
recorded that Myrtle F. Lucas had 
passed away - for th is we sincerely 
apologise. 

On 4 March 1995 Frank N. Lucas 
(#1764) passed away. Frank, who 
had a long and fruitful life, was born 
in 191 l. We extend our sincere 
sympathy to his beloved wife Myrtle. 



FIRST FLEET POSTER PRESENTED TO COUNCIL 

W
en Cooloola Shire Mayor 

Adrian Mcclintock at a 
morning tea with the Gympie 
Ancestral Research. Society 
presented one of the 

Society's founding members 
with a life membership, he 
in turn accepted a framed 
commemorative poster of 
the First Fleet on behalf of 
the council. 

Gympie Ancestral Research 
Society president Lyall 
Ferguson told the gathering 
that the posters were the 
initiative of the Fellowship 
of First Fleeters, an 
organisation whose 
membership requirement 
was to be a direct decendant 
from the Colonists of the 
First Fleet, which arrived in 
1788. 

relevant for Mr Ferguson, not only for 
involvement with GARS, but because 
one of his forebears was on the First 
Fleet. 

Gympie Shi re Mayor. Adrian McC/intock, 

Scarborough after being sentenced to 
seven years transportation for stealing~ 
watch chain. 

Cr McClintock thanked the members of 
GARS for the poster and also 
for their continuing hard 
work preserving and 
researching the history of 
Gympie and its residents. 

He then took great pleasure 
in conferring Life 
Membership upon one of 
GARS founding members, 
Merlyn Burkhardt. 

Cr McClintock congratulated 
Mrs Burkhardt for her 
unwavering involvement in 
GARS and many other local 
organisations, and presented 
her with a life member badge 
and trophy. -...i 

Mr Ferguson said that GARS 
had noted Mr McClintock's 
interest in the First Fleet 
poster at One Mile School's 
125th birthday celebrations, 
and decided to presen t 
council with one. 

Mr Lyall Ferguson (#4401) and Merlyn Burkhardt 

Mrs Burkhardt was delighted 
by the surprise presentation , 
and said that her work with 
GARS had always been a 
pleasure. 

The presentation was particularly 

Through the Fellowship of First Fleeters, 
Mr Ferguson discovered his forefather 
had arrived in Australia aboard 

'I've a lways said that anyone who isn't 
interested in their past. doesn't deserve 
a future,' she said. 

•••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••• • •••• • • • • 
DOCTORATE AFTER LIFETIME OF LETTERS 

Australian writer and biographer Mollie 
Gillen was honoured at a recent 
graduation ceremony at Sydney 
University when she was awarded an 
honorary doctorate in Letters. 

Mrs Gillen graduated in Arts from 
Sydney University in 1930 and then 
worked in London for several years 
before going to Canada with her 
Canadian husband. 

She worked as a Federal Government 
information officer in Ottawa and was 
active in the city's University Women's 
Club. In 1961, she moved to Toronto 
and spent I I years as associate editor 
and staff writer with the Canadian 
magazine Chatelaine. 

She had developed an interest in 
writing, and in 1960, published a thriller 
novel. Star of Death, and the first of a 
series of short stories for the Saturday 
Evening Post. 

Then, in steady succession, came a 
biography of the Canadian Massey 

family, a book exploring the relationship 
between the Duke of Kent (Queen 
Victoria's father) and his French 
mistress, and a n accoun t of the 
assassination of Spencer Perceval, the 
only British Prime Minister to have met 
such a death. 

In 1975, she published a biography of 
L.M. Montgomery, Canada's best
known writer of children's fiction and 
author of the celebrated Ann of Green 
Gables series. 

According to the Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Don McNicol: 'Mollie Gillen 
justifiably gained a high reputation for 
the quality of her writing, the range of 
her interests and the depth of her 
research.' 

In 1965, she won the President's Medal 
of the University of Western Ontario 
for a th ree-part series on the Massey 
family. 'Her standing has been further 
enhanced by the important contribu
tions she has made in more recent 
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years to Australian history,' Professor 
McNicol said. 

'She began in 1982 with an outstanding 
article on the reasons for the settlement 
in New South Wales. This appeared in 
the prestigious English Historical 
Review and stands out as a major con
tribution to a continuing controversy. 

' In 1985, she published The Search for 
John Small, which set new standards for 
the writing of family history.' 

For the Australian bicentenary, she 
wrote The Founders of Australia , which 
analysed the background to the First 
Fleet and contained meticulously 
researched pen-pictures. 

Mollie Gillen clearly is one of our most 
illustrious graduates and possesses in 
abundance those qualities of mind and 
character which are the hallmark of the 
dedicated scholar.' 

Sydney University News \,I 



ROBERT WILLIAMS HONOURED IN RICHMOND COMMEMORATION 

The l ife of Robert W illiams, the earliest 
First Fleeter to die in the Hawkesbury 

... nd the youngest to be buried in the 
Rich mond District of NSW, was 
commemorated at the special church 
service and dedication ceremony at St. 
Peter's Anglican Church, Richmond. on 
25 June. 

A Fellowship of First Fleeters plaque 
was unveiled at the event which was 
attended by the President of the 
Fellowship. Mr Peter Christ ian. the 
Mayor of the Hawkesbury, Dr Rex 
Stubbs, and numerous descendants, 
spouses and wellwishcrs. 

In his sermon during the service, 
descendant the Reverend lim Payne 
MBE recounted how Robert W illiams 
had arrived on Scarborough after being 
sentenced to death in Cornwall for the 
theft of two horses, the sentence being 
commuted to transportation . After 
becoming a free man in 1793, and 
receiving a grant o f land near the 
present-day Cranebrook in 1809 . 
Williams died in Richmond in 18 1 1. 
aged 5 3, and was buried in an 
unmarked grave in St. Peter's Cemetery. 

His son Robert Williams, jun., and 
partner Charlotte Eather are buried in a 
family vault in the same cemetery. 

Jim Payne pointed out that Williams 
was not recognised as a First Fleeter 
until I 990. This was because the earlier 
accepted birth date o f Robert W illiams, 
jun.. was in error and obscured his 
relationship to the First Fleet convict of 
the same name. Extensive research by 
fami ly members. particularly Les 
Boutcher and his late wife, lune (a 
descendant of Robert Wi lliams). 

1' resolved the discrepancy and the 
Fellowship of First Fleeters confi rmed 
the link. 

As a result large numbers of descendants 
of W illiams c~uld now claim a First Fleet 
ancestor, even though most family 

Yasmin Ali Williams 
(#6295), the five-year-old 
daugh ter of Ali and 
Amina Wi lliams of 
Canley Vale, is believed 
to be the first 
A u s tral i an - b o rn 
Muslim member of the 
Fellowship of First 
Fleelers . Yasmin is 
pictured here with Mollie 
Gillen AM, author of The 
Founders of Australia. 

members were unaware of the connection 
until recently - and certainly knew nothing 
of it al the time of the Bicentenary 
celebrations in 1988. 

The decision to hold the special church 
service and 
dedi cation 

of Australia's most h istoric churches. 

l n giving his sermon. Jim Payne 
welcomed the presence of Peter 
Christian and other members of the 
Fellowship of First Fleeters. He also 

ceremony on 
a Sunday 
reasonably 
close to the 
an niversary 
of the p io
neer's death 
followed the 
formal recog
nition of 
W i lli a m s's 
pa rticipation 
in the Fi rst 

1~013ERT WILLJ~\MS 

Fleet and 
efforts by 
family mem
bers to arrange for the restoration of the 
Will iams/Eather family vault. 

The first stage of the restoration , costing 
some $ 1250, was financed by donations 
from a small group of descendants and 
spouses. It comprised the cleaning and 
relettering of the top of the tomb where 
the names of Robert Williams, jun., and 
Charlotte Maloney (nee Eather) and 
several of thei r descendants appear, 
together with painting o f the iron 
surrounding fence. 

A simi lar amount needs to be raised to 
fund stage two of the project, involving 
the restoration of the sides of the tomb, 
where a number o f other descendants 
are named. 

Another key participant in the service at 
St. Peter's, Richmond, was descendant 
Shirley M ills, director of the Cathedral 
Singers from St. Andrew's Cathedral in 
Sydney. The Cathedral Singers, with 
organist David Scott-Thomas. provided 
the music at the service, a ringing 
tribute to our First Fleet forebears in one 
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painted a picture of the hard life o f one 
1-'irst Fleet family in the young Colony, a 
life which in Robert W illiams's case 
involved ·much sadness'. Apart from the 
trauma of a death sentence and later 
transportat ion, Williams had suffered 
the loss of a baby daughter and later of 
h is first wife, Elizabeth, who was 
murdered in mysterious circumstances. 
His second marriage fai led when his 
wife left him and his surviving chi ld. 

Contributions for the completion of 
restoration work on the Williams/Eather 
vault. made payable to 'Williams/Eather 
Vault Fund'. can be made through J. E. 
Mills and t\ ssociates, Sol icitors, of PO 
Box 68, Eastwood. NSW 2 122. 

Further information on the project or on 
the resul ts of research in to Robert 
vVi lliams and his descendants can be 
obtained through James and Shirley 
M ills on telephone (02) 876 2482 or 
from the Reverend Jim Payne on 
Canberra (06) 254 6722 . 

MASH FAMILY 
REUNION 

Saturday, 23 September, at 
11 .00am 

The Family Picnic Reunion 
will be held in the Pavilion at 

Parramatta Park, at rear of 
Government House. 

Ring Lydia Hope, 831 2279, or 
Alan Simpson, (04 7) 311609, for 

Information and details. 



 
 

A SITE ~OT FOR HISTORICAL EYES 

S 
ince the 'early d ays' the 
Friends of the First 
Government House Site were 
adamant there be no 
development on the Site 

Once inside the museum the visitor is 
greeted by a message emblazoned on 
the wall with a Ruth Park quote: 

'Sydney 

An ugly word Sydney. 

The city was named for a 

maggot-headed politician, who 

happened to be Home Secretary 

when Captain Phillip brought 

his live lumber into the harbour 

in 1788.' 

Unfortunately the rebirth of the First 
Government House Site has apparent\• 
be subject to current fluctuations in 
philosophical thought. It has become a 
place of issues in accordance with 
nouveau 'political correctness.' The 
original purpose of the site, containing a 
museum of 'historical correctness' has 
thereby been destroyed. 

Through the Freedom of Information 
Act the Friends obtained a copy of the 
Market Research Report undertaken by 
the Historic Houses Trust (a 
bureaucracy) 1993. The Trust aimed to 
find an a lternative name for the First 
Government House Museum. 

apart from a museum to interpret that 
period of history within the framework 
of the First Government House, ie 1788-
1845. The Friends envisaged the Site 
being preserved in its entirety, 
encapsulating a museum and including 
a theatrette. Thus not only the Site's 
preservation but its interpretation 
became concerns. In 1992 the 
objectives of the Friends were updated 
to place greater stress upon 
interpretation. At present it is the 
interpretation of h istory within the 
framework of the life of First ,-----------------~The contractual agreement was of 12 
Government House which forms the days duration, and the actual 
major issue for the Friends. Today, it •unfortunately the rebirth research of 261 persons in the 
appears tha t such interpreta tion is vicinity of Circular Quay and 
threatened. of the First Government Manly wharf was conducted at 

the weekend - tourists and 
Firstly there is the 'rolling' of the First 
Government House Place. This has 
been sacrificed for a piazza of Italian
Spanish origin, the creation of Dr 
Emmett. While the architecture may 
be fa ultless the concept can be 
deemed incongruent in the historical 
framework. 

Familiar with the giant M.O.S. sign 
standing in splendid isolation in 
Phillip Street? 

House Site has apparently sightseers. 

be subject to current The Trust maintained that by 
changing the name to the 

fluctuations in Museum of Sydney it had the 
right to develop and position the 

philosophical thought. It museum to be exactly what the 
Trust wanted it to be. 

has become a place of 
Both past and present 
Governments have been 
convinced by the Trust that the 
Market Research to change the 
name to the Museum of Sydney 
was both lengthy and in depth. 
Both parties have thei r support 
for the name Museum of Sydney 
on the Site of First Government 
House. 

Consider its symbolism; the half
frontal image of Balladere, his eye 
directed to the site and then the 
sculpture on its boundary. Here Dr 
Emmett is conveying his message, 
'this was Aboriginal land'. The irony of 
this 'vista' is brought to light by the 
knowledge that the portrait was 
Governor Phillip's property. 

It was in fact the fine work of the Port 
Jackson painter and bears visuai 
evidence tha t Phillip had established a 
friendly relationship with the Aborigines 
of the Port Jackson area. 

issues in accordance with 
nouveau 'political 

correctness.' The original 
purpose of the site, 

containing a museum of 

'historical correctness' has 
thereby been destroyed.' 

The Trust claimed that the name 
Museum of Sydney on the Site of / 
First Government House was in 
the best interests of the museum 

Regarding the Aborigines within the 
region, Dr Emmett was in error when he 
recently claimed, '1,500 natives 
inhabited Sydney Cove in I 788' [Ref. 
Time Magazine, 19 June 1995). As 
described by Collins, this particular area 
was woodland, silent and tranquil. 

From within the Museum the impres
s ion is strengthened that there is a 
determination to de-emphasise the sig
nificance of the First Fleet's a rrival. This 
further extends to Governor Phillip's 
administration of the early settlement 
and the British contribution to the 
penultimate development of our nation. 

Is this any way to express pride in the 
formal establishment of our nation and 
one of its key contributors for success? 
Surely there are more appropriate 
quotes? Where does that leave the 
Olympics now? 

In recent times Dr Peter Emmett 
claimed that Australia's colonial past is 
contradictory and confusing [Ref. Time 
Magazine, 19 June 1995]. 

When asked whether his direction was 
more emotional than factual the Senior 
Curator replied: ' I hope so, because it 
leaves space.' What can be drawn from 
this space, and what does such an 
interpretation achieve? There should be no 
leeway within the Museum and through
out the Site to distort historical facts. 
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in respect to its relevance to the 
site and its historical, cultural and 
heritage goals. 

The current philosophy of the Trust 
dictated not to erect the planned statue 
of Governor Phillip or the medallions of 
the nine Governors on the First 
Government House Place but instead to 
spend $330,000 on an abstract Edge of 
Trees sculpture, a sculpture which is 
beyond the understanding of most 
visitors. 

N ELL SANSOM OAM 
#226 - a Foundation Member of F.F.F. 
Chairman, Friends of the First 
Government House Site 

-


