


THE DAY WE
CELEBRATE

(Speech by President Peter Christian at
Luncheon, 27.1 96)

During his period in Office, Sir Paui
Hasluck, a former Governor-General of
the  Commoenwealth,  made  this
comment in an Australia Day speech:
‘Our history has been an obstacle race.
The first settlers met adversity in fire,
flood and drought. THEY ENDURED.

They endured - out of adversity. not
onlv of fire, flood and drought but as
prisoners in a hostile environment they
endured. From adversity came success.
This has been the story of countless
numbers of First Fleeters and we indeed
honour them here today.

It is with sadness that we see more and
more people, influential and otherwise,
advocating a  move  away from
celebrating Australia Day on 26 January
cach year, We all realise that todav, as
Australians, we live in a time of change.
Old and. to some. very precicus values
arc being questioned - whatever the
futurc holds T know that the Fellowship
of First Fleeters will jollow the will of a
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DAYTIME
FELLOWSHIP
COMMITTEE
ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Daviime
Fellowship will be held Wednesday. o
March, in First Fleet House at 11.00anm.

The Daytime Fellowship Committee
organises functions during weekdays for
members and their friends to participate
in and cnjoy fellowship activities. Six
functions were organised over the last
12 months.

Twenty-six members  and  friends
enjoved a six-day tour of southern New
South Wales and northern Victoria,
staving at the 103-year-old Culcairn
Hatel, from 7 to 12 May 1995,

The annual seup and damper day was
held on Wednesday., 5 Tuly, in First Fleet
House.

The Glebe Walk was conducted on
Sunday, 13 August. by the well-known
historian and author Robert Irving. And
very well attended.

A visit to the Homebush Olympic site for
the 2000 Olympics took place on 6
September. The aguatic centre described
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majority of our fellow Australians. But
for us a change of date for Australia
Dav should not be negotiable.

So on this 208th Anniversary of the
arrival of our forebears in this land, let
us remember them and toast

‘The Day We Celcbrate’
Advance Australia Fair.

AUSTRALIA DAY
WEEKEND
CELEBRATION 1996

The Fellowship participated in two
Anniversary Day weekend celebrations
this year. First, our Australia Day
luncheon on Saturday. 27 January, at
the Holme and Sutheriand Room,
Sydney Lnjversity Union, and then the
Anpiversary Day Church Service on
Sunday, 28 January. at the Garrisen
Church. The Rocks, Sydney.

Sixty-five peeple attended the luncheon.
President Peter Christian in welcoming
everybody made particular reference to
our Vice Patron. Commodore Paul Kable,
RAN. and his wife. Ann, who had recently
returned from service in England.
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as the best in the world was open for
inspection and the behind-the-scenes
workings were most impressive.

The ABU television and radio complex
in Ultimo was our host on 17 October.
and on 6 December the Christmas lunch
was successfully held in a funcrion
room of the Renaissance Hotel. Circular
Quav. The puest speaker was Mr Len
Werman a well-known ‘tale teller and
raconteur. His tafk was entitled "Up and
Down the City Road,’ being shert stories
of George Street and its inhabitants in
the early days of the Colony. In his story
telling Len gave mention of First Fleeters
George Johnston and John Harris as
well as other well-known early settiers.
During the luncheon we were also
entertained by the Renaissance Horwl
Choir who sang a number of ever-
popular Christmas carols.

My thanks go to the social secretary,
Phyllis Selby, minute secretary, Anne
Davison, and treasurcr Joyce Rixon, for
their efforts over the past 12 months.

Please come to the meeting with your
sandwiches and ideas {or functions in
19960 and 1997. Tea. coffee, milk and
sugar will be supplied.

DOUGLAS QAKES,
Convenor Daytime Fellowship
Committee
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The guest speaker, Dr Grace Karskens,
spoke on her research for her book to be
called ‘'The Rocks and Sydney i788-
1830, and to be published by the
Melbourne  University  ress  about
November 1996, The anecdotal history
of the peeple and times ensured an
attentive audience.

A number of First Fleeters attended tie
Garrison Church Anniversary Service
with members of family groups and
other  historical  socicties.  The
Fellowship  was included in the
precession into the church bearing its
banner as were the family groups with
their banners.

After the Church Service we journeyed
with our banners, first, to William Bligh
statue at Circular Quay, then to Govermnor
Philiip’s statue, then on to the Links, for
shott commemorative services.

The 26 January 1997 [alls on a Sunday
and the Garrison Church will be having
its anniversary service at 10.30am and
would [ike us to participate. This means
we can have our celebration on
Saturday. 25 January 1997, as a
luncheon or dinner in the evening.
Please let us have some views on this as
soon as possibic so that plans and
invitations mav be organiscd.
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MEMBERSHIP

REPORT

PERIOD 24 AUGUST TO 27
SEPTEMBER 1995

We extend a warm welcome to new
members juined during this peried — 14
adults, five juniors, five spouse associates.

THOMAS ACRES: Mr James Pinnock
(sp. Mrs Bridgette Rosemarie Pinnock);
Miss Molly Rose Pinnock {jun.).

THOMAS CHIPP - JANE LANGLEY: Mr
Peter Gerard Lawless.

BENJAMIN CUSLEY: Mr Luke Michael
McCosker (jun.).

JOHN NICHOLLS: Mrs Carol Irene
Green; Mr Waynce Andrew Green; Mr
Colin Stephen Green: Mr Neil Charles
Brown; Mr Phillip Grown: Mrs Audrey
Margaret Smith (sp. Mr Kenneth Smith):
Mr Lawrence Kenneth Smith (sp. Mrs
Kerrie Maric Smith); Mr Tulian Deville
Smith; Miss Alexandra Deville Smith
(un.}, Mrs Vicki Lynnette Owers (sp. Mr
Graeme W. Owers); Mr Martthew Scott
Owers (jun.); Miss Amanda Louise
Owers (jun.); Mr Benjamin lason Owers.

ANTHONY ROPE - ELIZABETH
PULLEY: Mrs Robyn Smith {sp. Mr
Denis Richard Smith).

THOMAS WILLIAMS: Mr Mark Rovdon
Williams.
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