














Th omas Arn de" Continued from Founders Nov-Dec 2006 (37, No 6)

This is an extract of a talk given to the daytime fellowship meeting on Wednesday 12th
July by Marjorie Raven. Mrs Raven is the author of “Thomas Arndell in the Colony of
NSW” and “Assistant Surgeon Thomas Arndell - The Man He Was Not”.

Elizabeth Buriey (atias Dalton} was a convict girl who arrived on the First Fleet on the Lad; .
Penrhyn, and assigned to Thomas. They were living at Parramatta when their first son,
William, was baptised on 5th September, 1790, at St. John's Church. William died aged 19
months and 23 days and is buried in the old cemetery at St. John's Church with Frances
Hannah Clements.

Frances Hannah was the daughter of Elizabeth Burley and John Clements, who was a sea-
man on the-Lady Penrhyn; she died on 20th January, 1800, aged 11 years. The headstone of
William and Frances is still standing - with a First Fleeter's plaque affixed.

I'll slip a little gem in here that is food for thought and many of you wouid have heard - the
only ancestor you can be sure of is your mother! Just think about it. All those months coming
from England on the Lady Penrhyn carrying only female convicts and crew - would Elizabeth
and the other convict girls really know who fathered their children?

Frances Hannah Clements was born' while the First Fleet was anchored in Botany Bay and
arrived in Sydney Cove on 26th January, 1788, making her the youngest child who arrived on
the First Fleet.

Elizabeth's crime? She stole 14 linen handkerchiefs - they were LINEN, so perhaps she had
just a bit of class. She could have been one of the female convicts who were framed or false-
ly accused of a petty crime and transported to reproduce and populate the Colony,

Thomas and Elizabeth Burley were apparently married by Rev. Samuel Marsden at Windsor
in 1807. There is a typed affidavit in the Mitchell Library stating that this is so, but | cannot
trace the depositor of this affidavit and no actual record exists.

Their first child, William, was buried at Parramatta.

Their second child was Elizabeth Emily born 1792 who married Captain James Gordon at St.
Matthew's Anglican Church, Windsor. He was Magistrate and Naval Officer at Hobart Town
and the famous Gordon River in Tasmania is named after him.

Their third child was Mary Louisa born 1793 at Parramatta, who married John Lakeland; he
was Superintendent of Convicts at Port Arthur and was renowned for his cruelty—we won't go
into him.

Then came Sarah, their fourth child, born 1796 at Parramatta; she married Rev. Lancelot
Edward Threlkeld as his second wife in October 1824, at St. John's Church, Parramatta.
Lancelot decided to return to England to find a second wife after his first wife had died in
Tahiti where he had been a missionary; he called into Sydney, met Sarah Arndell, married her
and went to Belmont and Toronte as a missionary to the aborigines along with the five chil-
dren from his first marriage - they had another five - just to keep it even!

Lancelot and Sarah are my great-great-grandparents.

Sarah was the only daughter who remained on the mainland - the other three lived in
Tasmania after their marriages.

Their fifth child was Thomas, born about 1799. He married Sophia Loder and lived at CADDIE
until his death.

The sixth child James, born about 1802 at CADDIE, married Mary Pike of Denman and set-
tled in the Hunter River area.

Caddie Park, Parram-—*-

There are no records of the births of Thomas and James.

Their seventh child was Frances Hannah born 1808, who married Captain William Gunn
in 1829 at Sorrell, Tasmania; he was Superintendent of the Prisoners' Barracks in
Hobart and later visiting Magistrate of the convict establishments and became Police
Magistrate until his death.

All the daughters of Thomas and Elizabeth, as well as Esther, the illegitimate English-
bom daughter of Thomas, married men of sufficient importance in the Colony to be writ-
ten into the Australian Dictionary of Biography, as was Thomas himself.

Thomas Arndell died at CADDIE on 2nd May, 1821, aged 69 years after a painful illness
lasting five weeks; he is buried in a tomb in the graveyard of St. Matthew's Anglican
Church, Windsor. When Elizabeth died 22 years later she was buried with her husband.

It is interesting to note that the children of Thomas and Elizabeth who were born before

their marriage in 1807 are referred to in his Will as “‘my son or reputed son’ and ‘my
daughter or reputed daughter’ whereas the youngest, Frances Hannah, born 1808, AFTER
their marriage, is referred to as ‘my daughter’. To me this is the only evidence that Thomas
and Elizabeth married - there is no record in the St. Matthew's Register at Windsor and the

_ Declaration in the Mitchell Library is just a typed page and there is no record of who lodged it
or when.

Continued on page 8




‘Bits e7 Pieces

For those who would like to
feel like it was at sea in a tai!
ship. Now you have the
chance to visit HMS
Endeavour at the National
Maritime Museum, 2 Murray
St., Darling Harbour, Sydney.
Endeavour is about the same
size (slightly smaller) than the
Charlotte which had 183
(178} people on board dur-
ing the voyage.

See how they lived, ate, the
room sizes, cooked and etc.
(* King's journal).

Be quick as the Endeavour is
about to sail for Tasmania.
Visit the site on line:
www.anmm.gov.au
<http://www.anmm.gov.au>

For those who are interested
in reading Founders on line
at:
www.members.ol.com.
au/fffaus/
<http://www.members.ol
.com.au/fffaus/>

Click on
Members Newsletter
Username: guest
Password: enter

Please note that this site is
still on trial.

Feed back is quite welcome!
For those who don't have the
internet, | would say within
the next fifty years, it will be
the only way.

With the internet, some of the
pictures can be in colour and
you would be able to copy
them, subject to copyright,
store them on disk or make a
slide show out of the pdf file.

In Fellows

George Griffuns
Web Master
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From the Chapters

Canberra Chapter: (ACT, Queanbeyan and surrounding areas)
The Canberra Chapter has a varied and interesting program for 2007, all interested mem-
bers and friends are welcome to share in fellowship with us. President Geoff Cameron
phone (02) 6251 4095

Central Coast Chapter: (Gosford, Tuggerah Lake, Wyong, Budgewoi)
Members of the Central Coast Chapter extend an invitation for all interested persons to
attend the meetings at Wyong RSL on the second Saturday of each month starting at
10.30am. Further Information contact Secretary, Beryl Haxton ph (02) 4353 2524.

Hunter Vaney Chapter: Al inquiries phone First Fleet House. (02) 9360 3788

New England Chapter: (Armidale and surrounding areas)

The new program arranged early 2007 includes another combined Chapter event. North
Coast and Northwest Chapters will unite with us to enjoy a visit to Uralla Museum followed
by a picnic. Other interesting activities are planned for the aftemoon. Date 14th April, for full
details contact Secretary Robyn Crossle (02) 627 "140.

North Coast Chapter: (Coffs Harbour, Woolgc _.ga, Leigh and nearby regions)
Sunday 1st April 2007, Dr Andrew Beattie will be our guest speaker. His subject will be “A
Bird's Eye View & Beyond—A Fresh | ook at Our Family History". Venue: The home of Ron
& Pat Benjamin, Mackay's road, Co... Harbour NSW. Time 11-30am. For transport & further
details contact President Robyn Condiiffe phone (02) 6653 3615. See New England for com-
bined Chapter event.

Northern Rivers Chapter: (Lismore and surrounding regions)

Meetings are held bi-monthly. Venue: 16 Atlas street, Lismore. Time 11-30 for a BBQ lunch.
Cost $7 members $8 visitors. Following lunch the program consists of relevant activities or a
guest speaker. Next meeting Sunday 25 March. All interested persons are welcome, for
more details contact President Betty Harriman, phone (02) 6683 4493

Northwest Chapter: (Tamworth and surrounding areas)
Meetings are usually held at Tamworth Regional Art Gallery, Time 1-30pm. All inquiries to
Secretary, Jo Crossing ph (02) 6766 8255. See New England Chapter for combined Chapter event.

South Coast Chapter: (from Engadine to Burrill Lake)

Tuesday 6 March: Bert & Molly Matthews both descendants of First Fleeters will bring to us
a detaited history of Mt. Kembla Mines. Venue: Old Court House Wollongong. Time: 10am,
followed by a buffet lunch and fellowship.

Tuesday 20 March: members are fooking forward tc a combined Chapter outing with the
Central Coast Chapter. Venue: The Historic Sydney Hospital & Museum, Lunch venue TBA.
Secretary/ Membership Officer, Jean Mortimer (02) 4257 5575

Southern Highlands Chapter: (Moss Vale, Mittagong and surrounding areas)
Meetings are held at the Berrima District Credit Union, 411 Bong Bong Street-Bowral.

Wed, 11th April commencing 12.30 to 2-30pm. Members are participating in the Celebration
of Heritage & Roses Festival in Goulburn on ‘Sunday 11th March. The itinerary includes
tours of Garrooigang Historic House & morning tea, Goulburn Historic Waterworks & lunch at
your own cost, Rail Heritage Centre. $20 per person. Bookings by 1st March send to PO
BOX 503 Mittagong 2575. Cheques payable to Southern Highlands Chapter, FFF.

Chapter Liaison News: Twenty-five Chapter members from five Chapters were
present at the pre-Australia Day Luncheon held in Sydney Jan 20. These members not only
represented their own Chapters but the FFF Chapter network as a whole. Many FFF mem-
bers have shown interest Chapter membership but do not live near an established Chapter.
The Board of Directors wilt work every step of the way with anyone wanting tc establish a
Chapter anywhere!! It may be interstate, country regions or within metropolitan areas. For
all information about Chapters contact Chapter Liaison Officer, Jean Mortimer (02) 4257
5575 or write to me at First Fleet House.

in Fellowship, Jean Mortimer {with the 2007 program, please contact FFF President, John
Haxton (02) 4353 2524)







