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charge her with taking these things?
—Yes.

Did you tell her it would be better
for her? - No, T never spoke to her;
when [ was before the Magistrate,
the Magistrate asked her what
she had to say for herself, and her
answer was, it is all right what my
master has said.

PRISONER'S DEFENCE

My Lord, my master has never paid
me any wages, if my master had ever
paid me my wages, I meant to have

redeemed them; here is the bill; my i
master sent for the bill; he owed my :

being a servant very near ten weeks,
and for being a charwoman very
near two months.

JURY

Did the goods all come at once, or at
two or three times pawning?— They
did not come at once; they were
pawned at different times, from June
to August last.

Despite the very real inconvenience
and injustice of not being paid for
her work, Phebe of the double alias
was found guilty and sentenced to
transportation for seven years.

In this case, the Old Bailey transcript
of trial conveys the fact that the
prisoner had held a position of trust in
her employment and had a reasonably
clear motive for her actions. In so many
reports of trials of the time the motive
for the ‘crime’ is unclear and we are
left to assume the worst.

But none of this saved her. And
so it transpired that on the same day
as William came aboard Alexander,
Phebe, at age 26, was delivered to Lady
Penrhyn, to join one hundred other

female convicts under the command

of Master William C. Sever.

HEAD FIRST INTO CAPE TOWN
It is not recorded whether Phebe

was placed on the Thames hulks
between October 1786 and January
1787, but it is romantic to suppose that
she was, and that she first met William
on 6 January, or during a work detail
or on some other pursuit over the
period before their joint embarkation
on Phillip’s fleet.

There may subsequently have been
opportunities for a glance or an ap-
praisal in Teneriffe, in Rio de Janeiro or
whenever the two ships came within
hailing distance, but an incident in-
volving Phebe while at anchorage at
Cape Town may well have attracted
William’s attention and sympathic ad-
miration, As reported by Arthur Bowes
Smyth, Ship’s Surgeon, on 1 November
1787, “Phebe Norton, A convict on
board us fell from the head (the toilet
seat at the bow of the ship), into the Sea,
it was a remarkable calm day, therefore
before she had time to go down, two
men jump’d overboard & saved her
by hauling her into the pinnace which
was fasten’d at the stern.” (Because of
its comic element, this Cape Town in-
cident has often been related by Past
President Peter Christian in his speak-
ing engagements across the State.)

I have recently checked out the
‘head’ on the replica Endegvour in Dar-
ling Harbour, and cannot imagine how
one could ever fall from such a perch
on a flat sea. However my gratitude to
the alert “lifesavers” knows nobounds.
When in Cape Town in 2005, [ tried to
identify the spot in the harbour where
the incident may have occurred, only
to decide that, thanks to land reclama-
tion, it was in the lobby of the Table
Bay Hotel where I was staying!
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ARRIVAL AND MARRIAGE

Lady Penrhyn was the worst sailing
ship in the Fleet, and Alexander was
the dirtiest and most disease-ridden,
but under the brilliant leadership of
Commodore Arthur Phillip they bore
my ancestors safely to New Holland.

Whether or not Phebe and William
had met before, they almost certainly
found each other at Port Jackson on 6
February, 1788, when the female con-
victs were at last disembarked to join
the men ashore. An infamous night of
revelry was reported.

Sunday 10 February brought the
first church service attended by a
mixed congregation of men and wom-
en. The crew of Sirius attended, and the
Chaplain, the Reverend Richard John-
son, conducted the first three baptisms
and five marriages in the colony.

Wednesday 13 February was an
auspicious day. Governor Phillip took
the Oath of Abjuration before Judge-
Advocate, David Collins, and the Oath
of Assurance. On this same day Phebe
and William, along with six other
couples took the oath of allegiance to
one another in holy wedlock! William
signed the marriage certificate as Wil-
liam Potter, his alias of choice. Phebe
made her mark, her name being added
by Chaplain’s Clerk, Samuel Barnes.

The witnesses were Elizabeth
Needham and William Snallam. Eliza-
beth and William were married four
days later and William Potter (Parish)
was a witness. All wedding parties
to that time had been convicts, but
Elizabeth upon emancipation and the
death of Snallam was to become by
1824 a highly enterprising and com-
petent business woman in the colony.

. William and Phebe had a much harder

and more varied course to chart...
Ron Withington
To be continued in the next issue

JOHN REDMAN and FAMILY

The Spdnep jﬂufﬁing, Therald

Rema‘ms of the old Roman wall built to defend Lon-
don are still visible in a few areas of the city today.
In mediaeval times four churches had been built near its
four gateways. 5t Botolph, north of the Tower of London
outside Aldgate, was the christening place of my great-
great-grandfather, John Parker Redman in 1763.

in 1779 at the normal age
of entry, sixteen, and went on in 1783-85 to serve on the
Plymouth Guardships Camatic, Culloden and Powerful in

He left home to join the

three separate naval engagements.

ships.

NOCK&KIRBY I”

By 1787 when the First Fleet sailed from Plymouth he was
attached to the marine company of Watkin Tench. John trav-
elled on Charlotfe but his name was not shown in that mus-
ter as the Marines were distributed among the fleet of eleven

After three years’ service, in 1791 the Marines had the op-
tion of returning home to England or settling in the Colony.
John chose to take a 60-acre grant of land on Norfolk Island in
the area that is now part of the duty-free shopping zone.

In 1793, John was among twenty Marines who left Norfolk
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Island due to a lack of supplies to
support the population, He returned
to Sydney and received, in lieu, a grant
of 60 acres at Toongabbie, which he on-
sold to D'Arcy Wentworth, who had
been the surgeon on Norfolk Island.
In 1794, he acquired 30 acres at West
Ryde (Field of Mars, and named John's
Farm) on which he built a hut, but
disposed of this to William Cox. [t was
later bought by Gregory Blaxland and
today we know the area as Brush Farm,
where gaol warders are trained.

Sometime in 1795, John became a
member of the Town Watch under
Henry Kable, the first Chief Constable
of Sydney. When Lieutenant-Governor
King returned to Sydney from Norfolk
Island, he succeeded Hunter to become
the third Governor. In 1802 he sacked
Kable for a ‘misdemeanour’ and John
was given the position of Chief Con-
stable —and a spirit licence!

Herald 1831

By 1805, John had received a town
lease from Governor King of 25.75
perches at ten shillings a year quit rent.
The land was at 94 George St, opposite
Essex 5t and the Gaol (the Four Seasons
Hotel today). The Tank Stream bubbled
at his back gate which opened onto
today’s Pitt 5t. His island sojourn was
not forgotten — a sketch of 1845 shows
Norfolk Pines rearing some ninety feet
high on George Street. .

In 1809 Lieutenant-Governor Pater-
son extended the lease for a further 21
years, and he was finally granted the
site in 1835.

John built a ‘substantidl two-storey
commodious stone dwelling’ on the
site. In 1808, when Governor Bligh or-
dered him to demolish the property

{(because it was too close to the original |

Government House), he refused, along | velopment occurred .

with other land owners who had re-
ceived a similar decree. John was one
of many land owners who signed a pe-
tition supporting Major George John-
ston, calling for Bligh to resign. During
this period Francis Oakes (Chief Con-
stable of Parramatta) whkh John Red-

man arrested John Macarthur for his .,

rum dealings. -
When the convict transport Canada

2 arrived in 1810, Mary George (alias
Gibson) caught the eye of the Chief
Constable. Mary was thirty years his
junior with a 14-year sentence for ‘ut-
tering and forging one Bank of Eng-
land note’. In 1812, by Special Licence
costing £5, she married John at St Phil-
lip’s. Her sentence was shortened to
six years,

The following year her father Robert
George (with several aliases and also
a forger} came to Sydney on Admiral
Gambier 2 and became a ‘manservant’
to his father-in-law. Robert behaved
himself and was able to buy a proper-
ty in Liverpool St. He painted the only
known portrait of George Johnston's
son. In 1819, Governor Macquarie
granted him his freedom and he re-
turned to England on Malabar 2 to a
wife and seven children.

Attherear of the George Street prop-
erty in Redman’s Court was John's
hotel The Keep Within Compass, man-
aged by Mary, and no doubt named
in memory of John's early career in
the Navy. John meanwhile retained
the Chief Constable role through the
governorships of Bligh and Macqua-
rie until 1820. Governor Brisbane then
appointed him Chief Gaoler, which he
remained until he retired in 1825, aged
sixty-two.

The hotel site at 94 George St is in-
deed one of the country’s most histor-
ic. In many ways it formed the founda-
tion of business trading in Australia. In
1788 one of the first canvas houses was
erected there. On its waterfront one of
the first wharves were built. In 1831
the hotel building was the birthplace
of The Sydney Herald, a weekly publi-
cation, which in 1841 became The Syd-
ney Morning Herald, Australia’s oldest
newspaper. In 1871 another Australian
institution, the hardware store, Nock

John's residence. In fact it was 1916
before the old building was demol-
ished to make room for the expansion
of N&K into a new modern store. The
site in 1983 was worth $9m when rede-

John's salary was boosted not only
by his ‘Compass” earnings, but also by
his four trading vessels, Charming Sal-
ly, Mary, Martha and Percy) that trans-
ported coal, wheat and cedar between
Port Stevens and the Shoalhaven. In
1817 John was the only person given
permission to cut and load cedar at
Port Stephens. This was short lived -
after one trip the Governor disallowed
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the practice.

John and Mary had eight children.
His two elder sons John George and
Joseph Sudbury served apprentice-
ships as cabinetmakers with David
Bell in George Street. John George
eventually opened his own cabinet-
making business in Park St in 1836. He
bought a hotel in 1837 in George St,
the Talbot Inn, but lost both enterpris-
es in the depression of the 1840s. He
never married and eventually became
solvent again by 1857 when with his
brother William he bought 100 acres
at Dee Why at the first sale of Crown
Land. In a few years he had built three
houses at Church Point. In 1888, he at-
tended the State Dinner to celebrate
Australia’s first 100 Years. He is buried
in the little cemetery at Church Point.
Today there is a Redman Steet in Sea-
forth, also a Redman Road in Dee Why.
Joseph Sudbury married an Irish girl,
Ann Brown, and had sixteen children,
of whom eleven survived, He was one
of the first residents of Paddington.

NOCRsKIRDY

1873

Son William was educated at the
Sydney College (which today is Syd-
ney Grammar), became a solicitor and
a member of the Fourth Parliament
(1860-1862) representing Queanbeyan.
He owned two gold mines and land all
over Sydney. He married Cecilia Ad-
elaide Mary Carrington of Melbourne
(daughter of the Chief Prosecutor) but
there were no children. His home still

. stands in Arundel Street, Glebe.
& Kirby, moved into what had been

Son Edward died at age ten and
daughter Sophia at age three.

Two daughters survived well into
adulthood. Rosamond Malvina mar-
ried a solicitor from London, George
Yarnton, and had a large family. At six-
teen Martha Rebecca married James
Ironside, a Commission Agent from
London. Their only daughter, Ade-
laide Eliza is recognized as Australia’s
first woman artist to study overseas in
Rome where she lived for ten years.
(See book in First Fleet House Library
— The Pilgrim of Art, Jill Poulton),

1 am descended from the eighth
child, Robert Harris Bland, named af-
ter two early Sydney doctors and edu-
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WHAT’S ON ROUND THE CHAPTERS

Canberra: (ACT, Queanbeyan & surrounds)
The AGM will be heid Saturday afternoon 5 July followed by our Annual Dinner on Saturday 26 July. More details about
both events closer to the date. Ph. (02) 6251 4085.
Central Coast: (Gosford, Tuggerah Lake, Wyong, Budgewoi)
Venue: Wyong RSL on the second Saturday of each month starting at 10.30am.
Next Meeting: 14 June speaker, Robert Pankhurst. Topic: 17th NSW Light Horse. 12 July AGM & Show & Tell Day.
Next Outing: Monday 26 May, Tour of Parliament House. Ph. (02) 4353 2524.
Eastern Farms: (Ryde, Eastwood, Parramatta, Kings Langley, Pennant Hills & surrounds)
Venue: Ryde/Eastwood Leagues Club. Meetings are held monthly on the 1st Saturday, 10 am to 12 noon.
For further information Ph. (02) 8871 4102.
Hunter Valley: (Hunter regions, Newcastle, & surrounds)

Venue: St John's Hall on the corner of Parry & Dawson Sts, Cooks Hill, Newcastle. Meetings are held bi-monthly on
the third Monday from 10.30am to 12.30pm. Members may arrive at 10am.

Next Meeting: 16 June, Barbara Turner on her First Fleeter, Marine Corporal John Gowen (Sirius). AGM, 18 August.
New England: (Armidale & surrounds)
Next Meeting: AGM preceded by lunch Saturday 9 August 12.30pm at the Armidale Family History Group’s Research
Centre, Kentucky Street, Armidale. Afterwards a tour of the Library resources. Ph. (02) 6772 3140.
North Coast: (Coffs Harbour, Woolgoolga, Leigh & surrounds)
Next Meeting: Sunday 3 August AGM at the home of Colin & Pat Robertson followed by a visit to the Indian Temple
& Lunch — see NCC newsletter. Ph. (02) 6653 3615.
Northern Rivers: (Lismore & surrounds)

Venue: The home of Vilmai & Don McDonald, 269 Richmond Hili Rd, Richmond Hill 2480, We meet bi-monthly on the
4th Sunday at 11.30am, starting with a BBQ lunch for the cost of $7 members and $8 non-members. A meeting follows
the BBQ, followed by a speaker or activity.

Next Meeting: 22 June. AGM, 24 August. Ph. (02) 6624 2972,

Northwest: {Tamworth & surrounds)
Venue: Tamworth Family History Group Rooms in the V. Guy Kable Building, Marius St, Tamworth. Bi-monthly meet-
ings at 1.30pm.
Next meeting: 7 June. Speakers: Helen Fergus on the Life of Margaret Catchpole and Pat Worrad on Children of the
First Fleet. AGM date TBA. Ph. (02) 6766 8255.

South Coast: (from Engadine to Burrill Lake)
Venue: Ribbonwood Centre, Sassafras Room, 93-109 Princes Highway, Dapto. Nine monthly meetings a year are held
on the 1st Tuesday (except May & Dec) 10.00am to 1.00pm.
Next Event: 1 July, ‘Show & Tell’ followed by Winter Warm Day, choice of three soups then plum pudding & custard.

AGM 5 August. (Altered Time) 12.00noon to 3.00 pm, in the ‘Scribbly Gum Room’. Cutting of our 7th Birthday Cake
foliowed by entertainment from Warwick Grace and the Barber Shop Singers. Ph. 02) 4261 6893.

Southern Highlands: (Moss Vale, Mittagong & surrounds)

Venue: Mittagong Community Centre, Cnr Albert Lane & Queen St, Mittagong. Meeting times bi-monthly on Wednesday
from 10.30am to 12.30pm.

Next Event: AGM, 13 August. Speaker: Leonie Knapman. Topic: Ghost Town of Glen Davis. Ph.(02) 4869 1406.

Chapter Liaison News: '
Gfeetings to Alll Congratifiations to the FFF Eastern Farms Chapter which was successlully established on 5 April 2008.
See the report on the p&ge opposite. A history of ‘Eastern Farms’ can be found in ‘Where First Fleeters Lie’, pp155.

There has been interest shown.in;a Chapter based in the Orange/Bathurst region.

People interested in the proposed Central Qld Chapter based at Longreach participated in the annual show with a
stall displaying family history on a lap top computer, a chart of alf the First Fleet arrivals and other relevant information.

FFF Chapters play a major part in bringing together like-minded members, participating in focal events, they encour-
age and support the sharing of information and friendships are formed. For further information on ‘Chapter Establishment’
please contact me by writing to First Fleet House or use my emaif address and make the topic ‘Chaplers’.

In Fellowship, Jean Mortimer, Chapter Liaison Officer.  Email: terryjeanmort@yahoo.com.au

A NOTE FROM: Warwick Risby, VP of Hobart Town (1804) First Settlers Association Inc. (wrisby@tassie.net.au )
The Bicentenary Celebraggns of the arrival of the Norfolk Islanders in Hobart in 1807-08 are well under way. We had a
most successful Conference in December 07 and since then a Norfolk Island Descendants’ Day was held at Hobart City
Hall with local history groups. On Sunday 6 April 15,000 people attended the Bicentenary of New Norfolk township.

The culmination is a Dinner on 10 October at Hobart Grand Chancellor Hotel for descendant families and friends,

FFF members are very welcome to attend.







