Magazine of the Fellowship of First Fleeters Inc. ACN 003 223 425

PATRON: Her Excellency, Professor Marie Bashir, AG, QVO, Govef_i:or of New South Wales

ToLi in the Hearls and Mind
Volume 43, Issue 3 44rd Year of Publication May/June 2012 Oof Eﬁ;l'n”danﬁs i;’i,j\,iﬁm E;?e ®

i

S
.

N & ;
They that go down 1o the sean " '
ships, that do business in great ‘
waters; These see the works

of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. For he commandeth, and raiseth
the ttormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereot.
They mount up ta the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their
soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro,
and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits end.
¢ Then he maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof
are still. Then ars they glad because they he quiet;
so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. R Pralm 107
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NEW HORIZONS: The image is my departing tribute to Arthur S Mendel, the earliestillustrator in the quarterly magazine
of the Fellowship. His drawings and spirit have been with me throughout the 26 issues as Editor. RW
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“Good grief Charlie Brown,” Lucy taunts, “don’t you know anything about life?” - It
seems so easy for a comic strip author or illustrator to portray many human emotions in
their characters day after day. Sometimes joy, exultation, winning, losing, trust, doubt,
fear, pain and grief.

We all experience these and other emotions throughout life; the longer we live the more
experience we have and hence the opportunity to share with others. The depth of these
feelings often depends upon the closeness of the person we are relating to or associated
with. We each express our feelings differently; hence if we suddenly choke up and cannot
speak, our emotions have been reminded of something, some place, or some one that
is close to us. My family and T are so grateful for the many cards and support we have
received from Fellowship Members. Thank You.

225 years is but a short span of time when measured against the time of human ex-
istence on this planet that we inhabit. But it is of significance to us who are First Flect
descendants. Yes, leaving Portsmouth 13 May 1787, many of our forcbears having been
selected by the best legal minds of the realm, embarked upon an eight-and-a-half month
journey to establish a colony, which in today’s terms was fraught with danger, sickness,
hunger, and yet they endured, and eventually established a new culture, in a new land.
They encountered a different culture practiced by the indigenous inhabitants; which each
did not understand, and tried unsuccessfully to change for the supposed benefit of those
inhabitants. Let’s hope that discussion about our two cultures is respected and built upon
to produce a more understanding environment for the future.

We will be tracing the journey of the eleven First Fleet ships during the coming months
as each port is reached, and eventually celebrate the landing at Sydney Cove on Australia
Day in January 2013, and hopefully, as well as on Norfolk Island on 6 March which is their
own “Commemoration Day”. In Fellowship, John Haxton
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First Fleet Park Update |ESSSSaies

he Fellowship has been assiduous in fol-

lowing up with the State Government,
the issues we have raised in respect of the
revitalisation of First Fleet Park. Our sugges-
tions, concerns and enthusiasms were set out
fast November on page one of Founders 42.6.

Shortly after the March 2012 issue of Found- .
ers was posted, our Community Advocate, [ -
Sharon Lamb, received this communication 2
from Ian Kelly, the Director, The Rocks and
Circutar Quay, for the Sydney Harbour Fore-
shore Authority.

“Any specific design work on the revitali-
sation of First Fleet Park, of the type the Fel- ‘
lowship has suggested, will be guided by the
principles established in the proposed Circular
Quay Strategic Vision.

“The Foreshore Authority and the City
of Sydney are still finalising the scope and
program for the proposed Circular Quay

Was it once like this?

consultation will be an essential
component.

“Twill ensure the Fellowship of First
Fleeters is notified at the appropriate
time of the community consultation
on the Circular Quay Strategic Vision,
and then the revitalisaion of Pirst
Fleet Park.”

S0, it would appear that we are still

Strategic Vision, in which full community | in the mix! RW
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Richard Atkins - a bit shady

Richard Atkins (formerly Richard Bowyer} left England
on 20 June 1791, probably to escape his creditors, and
arrived at Sydney on Piff on 13 February 1792, aged 46.
He remained in the colony for 18 years, and during that
time held the positions of registrar of the Vice-Admiralty
Courl, inspector of public works, registrar of imports and
exports and acting superintendent of police.

He first took office as Acting Judge Advocate in
1796, in place of David Collins. Atkins remained in judi-
ctal office until 1798, when he was replaced by the newly
arrived Richard Dore, an attorney who became the first
legally qualified judge in the penal colony. Dore died at
the end of 1800, and Atkins was again appointed as Act-
ing Judge Advocate, until his appointment was confirmed
by the British government in 1802. He then remained in
office as Judge Advocate until the end of 1808.

The military coup which deposed Governor Bligh also
displaced Atkins from 26 January 1808. After a year,
the untawful government of 1808 and 1809 found that
it couid not do without Atkins' undoubted, if amateur,
legal skills. He was restored to practical office for the
whole of 1808. In 1810, Atkins sailed from Sydney on
Hindastan, and returned to England where he entered
retirement. Hi died insolvent on 21 November 1820, his
debts in NSW unpaid.

Atkins was the most controversial judge in the
most controversial period of NSW history. The con-
troversy was based on three facts: his drunkenness,
his lack of money, and his attachment to the governors
whom the leaders of the coup disliked. Atkins clashed
with the coup leaders, including John Macarthur. One of
them described him as a man who “lies, cheats, drinks,
forbears no Lewd Delights, a hateful Fiend by Day - a
monster thro' the Night”.

The argument about Atkins continues today. Some
historians see him as a hopeless drunk, while others
see a humane, sensitive, though weak, gentleman of his
aristocratic background, fifth son of Sir William Bowyer,
baronet.

He wrote a Journal covering the years 1792-1794
before he tock office as Judge Advocate. It reflects
his perhaps unusual attitude to law enforcement and his
regard for the natural world around him, but also contains
rambling, eccentric discourse on social and religious faith
issues and on science and philosophy. Nevertheless, itis
often wise and insightful and is another valuable source
of information on the state of the colony in those days.

HERE ARE SOME EXTRACTS. The ariginal manu-
script is held by the National Library at MS 4039.

The Journal is a 'should-read’ for FFF Members!

Twelve Angry Men?

This day the 9th April attended a criminal Court, composed
of the Judge Advocate and Six commissioned Officers of the
Navy or Land forces. It was for the Trial of a convict for rob-
bing his Master; every thing was conducted with the greatest
propriety, and except a jury (which is the great palladium
of English Liberty) was conformable to the English Law
and custom. An Englishman would with reason spurn the
Idea of giving up life unless sanctioned by the verdict of an
English Jury, vet I cannot but conceive strict justice may be
done him as well by 6 officers whom we must suppose men

RICHARD ATKINS 1745-1820
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of some Education, attended by the Judge Advocate, as by a

jury consisting of twelve Ignorant farmers or tradesmen who

know nothing but what belongs to their own line of Trade.

Rendering the Law
To silence the voice of deception, to shelter the weak and

innocent from the detestable attacks of fraud and calumny;

to protect the poor and defenscless from the fatal influence

of the rich and the great. In a word to render the Law, the
_ certain, clear and disinterested safeguard of the honour, for-
~ tune and lives of mankind, is a glory, which a good citizen
cannot purchase at too dear a rate.

Hiness and Rations

The colony very sickley. Eighty Eight died in the course
of the last month, and in all probability this will exceed it.
Tt has pleased God Almighty to inflict on me these last three
weeks, more sickness than [ have experienced these last 30
Years. | have received good, tho” unworthily, and shall 1
not receive evil also? The ration for the week is 5 1d Flower
and 4 1d Port or 7 1d Beef per man without distinction. The
woman's is | 1d port less and 1 1d Flower, a small allowance
is made for children.

Half-cocked Banks’ Botanist goes for a Burton

This morning died at Paramatta in consequence of his be-
ing shot, by his Gun going off at half coxh Mr Burton aged
about 23, a young man of very promising talents; he was
sent out to this country by Sir Joseph Banks as Bottanist, in
which line he would have made a conspicuous figure had
it pleased God to spare him; But he decreed otherwise, and
what he wills is fate. What a field for reflection!

Planting the Seed

It is my intention to make as good a collection of Plants,
seeds, Insects &c as [ am able and send them home to George.
The custom of Judges upon the circuit assisting at divine
Service is wisely established, For what humanJudge is there,
who then prostrated before the Eternal Judge in his holy
i Temple, where every thing traces out to his imagination the
| picture of virtue, will not experience a salutary emotion, and
| be fill'd with that ardent Zeal which ought to animate him
| in the exercise of his important functions.
| Rambling Road
1 This Evening I walked by myself to the Brick fields, about
|

amile from the Camp, for so Sydney is catl’d, from its having
been the Spot they pitch’d their tends on their first landing;
A verv good road is made the whole way to it through the
wood, where trees of an immence size border it on both sides,
their lofty and wide spreading Branches look beautiful. The
timber is of no value but for burning, almost every tree is
rotten at the heart, very hard and heavy and coarse grained,
emitting, great quantities of Gum like Dragon’s Blood, but
without its properties, and is totally useless.

The underwood is mostly flowering shrubs, some of whom
arc now in blossom of the most vivid and beautifull Colours
tmaginable, and manv of them most delicately formed. An
arm of the sea appears thro’ the wood and bevond it another
wood rising gradually to a moderate height which terminates
the prospect.

Breakfast with Phillip

This morning breakfasted with the Governor who received
me with his usual politeness. People may exclaim against
him as much as they please, but [ much doubt wether those
who find much fault, would not run into much greater errors
themselves; His situation is by no means a desirable ore in
point of duty, for except the civil and military departments
he has nothing but a set of rascals to deal with who require
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On the Right Tack — No.15

Words or expressions our
FF ancestors heard or used
aboard ship, carried ashore and
bequeathed to us. Derivation,
literary and present usage.

[t may not be too late in this series to point readers to
the 1867 publication by Admiral William Henry Smyth, The
Sailor's Word-Book — An Alphabetical Digest of Nautical
Terms, including Some More Especially Military and
Scientific, but Useful to Seamen; as well as Archaisms
of Early Voyagers, etc. In more than 744 web pages it
contains thousands of entries. But in this issue we are
looking at just one;

Weather a Storm... (survive in good condition)

A windward or weather side of a ship absorbs the main
thrust of heavy seas in foul weather. Smyth explains a
weather eye as the the eye which is especially used for
observing the state of the elements. Earlier Thomas Hood, in
his 1B39 book, Storm at Hastings. reported that “his weather
eye the seaman aimed across the calm, and hinted by his
speech a gale next morn.”

So, to keep a weather eye open is to be on guard or
simply alert for a change in circumstance. Not all usage of
the expression has been meteorological. In his 1867 novel
She, Rider Haggard wrote, “Job returned in a great state of
nervousness, and keeping his weather eye fixed on every
woman who came near him.”

The antiquity of the usage of the term as coming through
a period of triat and tribulation may be gauged by noting
that in 1626 John Donne reflected that, “The soul which is
but near destruction, may weather that mischief.”

It is unsurprising that very many colloquial expressions
in general use have been derived from tall ship sailors’
reactions to tempestuous elements at sea.

Snippets from Sydney Gazette,
the Colony’s first newspaper, edited by George Howe

Re: State Funeral for a Convict First Fleeter

James Bloodworth, 1759-1804, a convict, was the
first master builder in the Colony, and a much re-
spected literate citizen who became a sergeant in
the Sydney Loyal Association, a volunteer company
formed to counteract the threat of convict insur-
gence. In 1974 his vault was uneathed during exca-
vations near Sydney Town Hall. George Howe, un-
characteristicly sombre, but ever exacting, reported
on what was the equivalent of a State Funeral:

On Wednesday last died, generally lamented, Mr James
Bloodworth, for many years Superintendent of Builders in
the employ of the Government...The first house in this part
of the Southern hemisphere was by him erected, as most of
the public buildings since have been under his direction. To
fament his loss he has left a Widow and five Children, the
youngest an infant now only one week old: the complaint
which terminated his dissolution was supposed to proceed
from a severe cold contracted about 2 months since.

The attention and concern which prevailed at the inter-
ment of the deceased were sufficient testimonies of the re-
spect with which he filled, and the integrity with which he
uninterruptedly discharged his duties during so long a pe-
riod. His Excellency was pleased to order that the Funeral
should be provided at Public Expense, and to show other

Founders

LRGN FIRST FLEET QUIZ NO. 26

1. Neither Phillip or Hunter had a consort when in office as Governor.
Who then became the first to fill the social role of Australia’s First
Lady? a. Esther Abrahams b. Eliza Kent c. Elizabeth Macquarie
d. Anna Combe

2, On 27 March 1791 the chartered ship Waaksamheyd set sail from
Port Jackson with 123 people on board, mainly the complement of the
wrecked HMS Sirius. This ship was nearly wrecked, when at New
Caledonia it mistook a reefed island for the mainland. The Island was
a. Isle of Pines b. Duck Island c. Loyally Island Mare

3. The distinctive shape on the Sydney skyline in so many early paint-
ings is the first windmill. in these pages we have mourned the fact
that no facsimile has ever been constructed. When was it completed?
a. June 1799  b. January 1794 c. January 1797

4.in 1798 artist and musician and naval genius John Hunter sent an
animal to Joseph Banks preserved in spirits. The animal has been
immoriaiised by taxidermy and in 2010 was on display at Newcastle's
Great North Museum. It was a. a possum  b. a platypus

c. awallaby d. a wombat e. a flving fox f. an echidna

5. The following luminous passage describes the fabulous ship in
which was sailing: a. Lady Jarne Franklin b. Efizabeth Macarthur
c. Cleopatra d. Queen of Tonga e, Ann Flinders

The barge she sat in. like a burnish’d throne, burn'd on the water;
the poop was beaten gold. purple the sails, and so perfumed that
the winds were love-sick with them, the oars were silver, which to
the tune of fiutes kept stroke, and made the water which ihey beat to
follow faster, as amarous of their strokes.

6. Dias Voltas Bay on the south-western coas! of Africa was significant
because: a. The First Fleet landed there b. It was an alternativeto a
seltiement at Botany Bay ¢. Matthew Flinders was imprisoned there
7. David Collins wrote: “The trees are unfit for large masts or yards,
being shakey or rotten at thirly or forty feet from the butt. The wood
is so brittle that it would not make a good oar, and so porous that
the water soaked through the planks of a boat which had been built
of it.” He was writing of; a. Sydney eucalypt  b. Parramatta cedar
c. Norfolk Island pine  d. Prospect acacia e. Botany Bay banksia
8. The name of the 1967 novel of the Colony by prominent Aussie
author, Thomas Keneally is; a. The Tree of Man b, For Love Alone
€. Bring Larks and Heroes d. Happy Valley e. No Barrier

9. Who wrote the trilogy Sydney Cove, 1788 fo 1732, using a variety
of sources o construct a daily diary? a. Roberf Hughes b. Grace
Karstens ¢. John Currey d. John Cobley e. Alan Frost
SCORES AND PRIZES: Answers on page 11.
2/9.... Asked to google, type and print Admiral Smyth’s Word Book.
5/9.... Gratis Vault in the Sydney Town Hall.

9/9... The Vauit, plus preserved in spirits or taxidermitised. RW

marks of attention to so old a Servant of the Crown.

Four in the afternoon of Friday being at the wish of the widow
appointed for the Funeral, the Relics of the deceased were at
that hour removed from his house in South Street, and conveyed
to the place of interment, atiended by a great number of friends,
among whom were most of the Sydney Loyal Association.

Opposite to his old residence a Procession was formed,
which moved in the following order: 12 of the Loyal Association,
arms reversed; Sergeant of the Association, Drum and muffied
Fife, THE BIER, Two sons, chief Mourners, followed by an in-
fant Daughter, Fourteen Female Mourners, Twenty-four Male
Mourners, a number of respectable Inhabitants of Rank, the
Non-commissioned Officers of the New South Wales Corps (his
former gaolers! Ed.), and a crowd of spectators.

When near the Burial Ground the Association were obliged to
fite off, for the accemmodation of the friends of the deceased,
and the populace who had become very numerous; and when
the the remains were deposited approached the grave and per-
formed Military Honours. 25 March 1804

Cheating on a quiz show? That's sort of like plagiarizing a comic strip. Paul Scofield, 1922-2008, Actor ’













