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To live on in the hearts and minds
of descendants is never to die

OUR LUNCHEON TRADITION CONTINUES
For most of the last twenty-three years, on the
Saturday before Australia Day, the Fellowship has
held a luncheon to honour our founders, those who
arrived in 1788 as significant cogs in the machinery
of setting up a new British colony in the South Pacific.
The two most common venues for these luncheons have been the Holme Room, the refectory of
Sydney University, and Cellos, the banquet room of
Sydney’s Masonic Club, Castlereagh Inn.
In recent years, however, our members have been
happy to gather at one of two Sydney hotels, the
Bayside Boulevard, and lately the Pullman, on College Street
opposite Hyde Park. It does seem as if the latter’s Ibis Room
has become our special sanctuary.
Once again, in 2016, on 23 January, the organising team accomplished some wonderful preparatory work and thus provided us with an outstandingly successful luncheon.
The Ibis Room was resplendent with new oval tables neatly
decorated with First Fleet memorabilia and name tags to
match. Our thanks to directors Sharon and Bob Lamb for donating postcards of First Fleet ships or philatelic items for each
of those present to take home as a memento of the occasion.
And the handsomely produced luncheon programme featured
an early sketch of the fleet entering Port Jackson. Founders
was assured that this scene is the chosen logo of our newest
chapter, Hawkesbury-Nepean, and it now graces all their
printed material.
On arrival guests registered with our efficient membership
team’s Lois Cook and Elaine Bennett and were given directions as to seating and table companions. Director Therese
Luck was there to issue the pre-luncheon drink vouchers and
she did an excellent
job
making sure no
-one
missed
out. The selection and issuing of drinks
this year was
seamlessly
accomplished
and the Pullman staff rose
Sir Nicholas Shehadie & Dame Marie
to the occasion
Bashir with Jon and Karys Fearon

admirably.
It was good to
have
Dame
Marie
Bashir
and Sir Nicholas
Shehadie as our
guests
once
again, and President Jon Fearon
and his wife
Karys welcomed
Lois Cook and Elaine Bennett
the couple as the
‘official party’. This was the eighth time Dame Marie has attended our luncheon. All earlier visits have been as Governor
and Patron, but this year she joined us as a member. Of course
she continues as our Patron.
Roderick Best was at his customary best as the Master of
Ceremonies and after everyone’s hearty singing of the national
anthem he welcomed all present and called on Commodore
Paul Kable, our Vice Patron, to give thanks.
President Jon Fearon then took the podium to propose the
toast to our ancestors. He mentioned that 75 First Fleeters
were represented by those in attendance at the luncheon. He
listed these, not in alphabetical order or even by the ships they
arrived in, but rather by the cemeteries and churchyards
where they lie buried.
All present were asked to charge their glasses and honour
their ancestors by name. [Ed: The toast and listing of the ancestors have been included on page 8 of this issue of Founders.]
Right on schedule, at 1230, the main course began to appear
on the tables and members and friends were soon tucking in
to the Pullman’s excellent luncheon fare. The choices,
offered alternately and with inevitable swapping to
suit individual preference, were either ‘rib eye with
potato mash and grilled vegetable roulade’ or ‘cornfed chicken breast served with mashed potato, broccolini and saffron cream sauce’.
The cheerful repartee at the tables lessened in volume slightly as meals were enjoyed, but it was obvious that many in attendance had arranged to sit with
chapter friends or fellow descendants. There was
strong representation from the three Sydney-based
chapters amongst the 167 present, with distant travellers fewer in number this year (continued on p.3)
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Jon Fearon

As Australia Day comes around each year, and local celebrations seemingly move right away from a consideration of our
beginnings, it is always good for us as members and chapters
to reflect on and espouse the latter. As usual at this time letters appear in the daily press suggesting new dates for the national day. Would political correctness override history or have
the naysayers got a point?
At the Northern Rivers Chapter lunch (see page 8) President Richmond Manyweathers welcomed all with some thoughts on the topic Who is an Australian? He had a cover
from Time magazine with some examples of the many faces of Australians, one of
which was the face of his own grandson Simon. He asked members what they thought
appropriate to use in celebrating and referred to the often inappropriate use of the flag
in some situations. He wondered how many people today know why we have Australia
Day?
In his 2015 book, Flesh Wounds, published by Harper, Richard Glover makes some
very relevant comments on our beginnings: ‘The chance to break with the past is central to the Australian story – or at least to that part of the Australian story that doesn’t
deal with indigenous Australians and the theft of their land. Our modern history begins
in 1788 with the dumping of the human detritus of Britain: people who were poor,
mostly ill-educated, criminal. Yet, repositioned in the sunlight, they flourished. Given a
similar experiment today, plenty of people would mutter about ‘bad genes’ and say
“well, that idea will never work”. This was colonial Australia’s great gift to the world:
practical proof that, when it comes to human society, the soil is more important than
the seed’.
Well, we have a wonderful chance to honour our beginnings on 13 May at Matraville
this year when a significant new First Fleet Memorial will be dedicated on that day.
Page 9 of this issue has the details and I am expecting there will be a good roll-up of
members there to collectively honour our forebears. This will be for all of us, not just
for those few whose First Fleeters are buried there.

FELLOWSHIP SHIRTS AGAIN AVAILABLE
Pictured below are examples of short sleeved metro shirts available from Clever Products at Seven Hills in Sydney. The company will embroider the Fellowship emblem on to
any of the shirt range they carry. The shirts are NOT AVAILABLE FROM FIRST FLEET
HOUSE and all ordering and payment must be done through the company itself.
In all there are six different styles available. For men the choice is between metro
short sleeve, metro long sleeve and the traditional collared polo shirt. For women there
are metro short sleeve, metro three-quarter sleeve and the traditional collared polo
shirt. The men’s metro shirts come with a left chest pocket. There are no pockets on
the polo shirts or the women’s metro shirts.
There are three colours available for all styles: white, light blue and dark blue. The
embroidered logo can be in dark
blue cotton or yellow cotton depending on the shade of the shirt.
Contact details are as follows:
Clever Products, PO Box 328,
Seven Hills NSW 1730. Phone
1300 79 79. Email them at
sales@clever-products.com.au
The manager, Rachael Smith, is
in their office on Mondays. She
will help you with details of sizes,
prices, ordering and payment.
It may be possible to purchase
items in other colours but prices
could be higher than the suggested shades above.
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(from page 1)
Apart from a visiting
couple
from
the
United
Kingdom,
Pauline and Richard
Lyle-Smith of the Sydney-Portsmouth Society, our most distant
travellers were #7632
Pat and #7632.1 Dian
Bowen of Peregian
Springs on the SunDavid Hill
shine Coast of Queensland. Another interesting attendance statistic from this year’s luncheon was the
fact that the most represented First Fleeters were Ann Forbes,
Mary Parker and John Small. Each of them had seven descendants with us on the day.
Tea and coffee were then served with dessert and once again
our team had organised a delicious choice for the latter. On the
menu were ‘flourless mudcake with orange sauce and vanilla ice
cream’, or ‘berry cheesecake with passionfruit coulis’ Founders
had to admit that the vocabulary of today’s fine fare should at
times be accompanied by the latest chef’s dictionary, with coulis
seemingly not part of his schoolboy French.
Rod Best, armed with a miscellany of facts gleaned from that
well-known information source, wikipedia, then rose to introduce our guest speaker for the day, David Hill. The assembled
multitude learnt a thing or two about David from this introduction, with some of which our speaker was able either to concur
or refute as he began his address. Two items came up: his
marching orders, as a Fairbridge Farm boy, from Orange High
School and the time he spent as a bouncer at The Oaks Hotel at
Neutral Bay. David did, however, mention how amazing it was to
discover that several of those in attendance were his friends and
acquaintances of old.
David Hill, as author and business leader, in referring to his
book 1788 commented that his audience probably knew far
more about the topic than he did himself. However he pressed
ahead confidently and his listeners appreciated hearing again of
the great success that their ancestors made in settling Sydney
Cove - the biggest overseas migration the world had ever seen.
Some of the memorable quotes from David were as follows:
Phillip’s well-planned food supplies for the first two years had
eight months’ worth used by the time the fleet reached Botany
Bay.
Many of the really sick convicts died in the first few weeks of
the voyage and the majority arrived healthier than when they
were taken on board.
Phillip only took 48 hours to realise that Botany Bay, despite
the glowing report by Joseph Banks, was unsuitable as a site for
settlement.

The kindly rules of engagement with the original inhabitants
were not maintained and relations between the locals and the
visitors started off badly and gradually got worse.
David concluded his talk with reference to the dire conditions
of the food shortages in 1790, and that the arrival of the second
fleet saved the settlement from starvation.
Vice President Denis Smith took the podium and in proposing
a vote of thanks to the speaker gave due recognition to the professionalism of the British navy in making the commencement of
the new colony on the other side of the world so successful.
David Hill was then presented with a gift in appreciation for his
address.
Although it was not part of the rostered programme, our
members were delighted when MC Rod Best called on our patron Marie Bashir to say a few words to conclude the luncheon.
Marie referred to the humanity of our ancestors - those First
Fleeters - for their toughness and resilience, whose genes have
been passed down to us today. What an inheritance!
Marie felt she would have been one of the few in attendance
today who could remember the 1938 sesquicentenary celebrations held in Sydney. As a girl she stood with family members as
the procession of floats and marchers moved along the streets
in honour of the occasion. She again paid tribute to Arthur Phillip who had commented on the good health of the aborigines
and had said that his aim was to ‘help them understand having
us live among them.’ They, said Marie, were the first scientists
of our country knowing how to care for their lands and preserve
them for future generations.
In conclusion she reminded her hearers of the multicultural
beginnings of our nation, ‘an enormously wise and magnanimous legacy.’ We are to tell our children and grandchildren the
story because they too are the bearers of that legacy, those who
made this country what it is today.
So ended another wonderful Australia Day Luncheon and with
so much fellowship to
share it was quite some
time before the Ibis
Room was cleared of its
luncheon guests. Founders would like to congratulate Denis Smith
and his team, Therese
Luck and Sharon and
Bob Lamb, for another
successful celebration,
and will not hold them
to account for the fact
that Sydney Trains decided to close the city
circle line for trackwork
on our day.
Dame Marie Bashir

CHAPTER SECRETARIES
ALBURY-WODONGA DIST.
(Acting) Mary Chalmers-Borella
02 6025 3283

ARTHUR PHILLIP
Jane Ann Tainsh 02 9488 5453

CANBERRA
Brian Mattick 02 6231 8880

CENTRAL COAST
Jon Fearon 02 4323 1849

DERWENT

Marilla Lowe 03 6243 7726

MID NORTH COAST

NORTH WEST

EASTERN FARMS

Bev Williams 02 6559 8912

Diana Harband 02 6765 2122

MORETON

SOUTH COAST

Jennifer Follers 02 9799 1161

Mary-Joy Payten 07 5532 0543

HAWKESBURY-NEPEAN

NEW ENGLAND

William Hempel 02 4730 3527

Wal Whalley 02 6772 3499

HUNTER VALLEY
Barbara Turner 02 4943 9105

NORTH COAST

LACHLAN MACQUARIE

Christine Ingram 0431 406 312

NORTHERN RIVERS

Judy Dwyer 02 6365 8234

Margaret Soward 02 6686 3597
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Warwick Grace 02 4272 7013

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS
Wendy Selman 02 4862 4849

SWAN RIVER
Toni Mahony 08 9271 7630
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BATHURST MEETING for LACHLAN MACQUARIE CHAPTER
A pleasant summer’s day provided a wonderful
backdrop to a very busy Fellowship Meeting. A
large contingent of members met at the gates of
Bishop’s Court Estate Boutique Hotel in Bathurst
for an interesting tour of the home and gardens,
complete with anecdotes from past residents.
Annie and Leah, our tour guides provided the
group with a host of information regarding the
history of both the building and some of its past
residents – including a resident ghost!
Bishop’s Court Estate was originally built as a
home for the Anglican Bishops of the Bathurst
region. It was built in 1870 to house the first Anglican Bishop of Bathurst. It is a two storey Victorian mansion set in an acre of parkland, (it was
originally on a block of 10 acres). The house itself
boasts cedar finishes and high ceilings throughout. It still contains its original cedar chapel, where the woodwork on the ceiling is quite something to be seen. It is perched on a hilltop overlooking Bathurst, once having had magnificent views of Bathurst
and the surrounding countryside. The trees have now grown to
such an extent that it provides a wonderful sense of isolation
from its surroundings.
The home itself was used by the Anglican Clergy up until the
1960s when it was sold to a private owner. The original Bishop

was no less than the grandson of Rev. Samuel Marsden, a Reverend Samuel Edward Marsden, and became the first Australian
born clergyman to become a Bishop.
Our next stop was a well-earned lunch at Country Coffee,
where we took over a large part of the Café. Fellowship and
story-telling was the theme of the luncheon.
Our last organised stop for the day was a tour of Old Government Cottage on Stanley St in Bathurst. Our guides, Al and Greg,
were full of information regarding the location of the cottage in
relationship to the beginnings of the township of
Bathurst. The various antiquities were explained
as to their uses. The actual history of the cottage
itself remains a mystery – with lots of conjecture
as to its origins and uses. What is known is that it
is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, buildings in
Bathurst! It is estimated that it was built somewhere around 1850.
The Bathurst District Historical Society as well
as the Bathurst Gardeners Club of Bathurst
should be commended on the heritage garden
surrounding the cottage. It is reminiscent of an
1850s kitchen garden, and was a bi-centenary
project. We were treated to a tasting of heritage strawberries (bought out from England) that
would have been of the variety that our First
Fleeters would have eaten – they were a lovely
white colour! The apricot tree in the garden is
believed to have been planted by Allan Cunningham, the botanist explorer.J
Yours sincerely,
Marie Bashir
Professor Dame Marie R Bashir AD CVO

DAME MARIE WRITES:
Dear Mr Fearon - Dear Jon,
I write to thank you on behalf of my husband Sir Nicholas Shehadie and myself for the proud and joyful gathering of the Fellowship of First Fleeters on Saturday, 23 January 2016, as we
gathered to give thanks and celebrate the incomparable legacy
of those original First Fleeters.
Nicholas and I each consider it an extraordinary privilege to be
considered as Honorary First Fleeters, for the legacy of those
early settlers to the future of modern Australia can never be
exaggerated.
Certainly we were able to reflect on this legacy many times
during the excellent address by Mr David Hill.
Nicholas joins me in sending our best wishes to all members
for all the years ahead.
6
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AUSTRALIA DAY on THE HASTINGS RIVER
Pauline Walker, Programs Officer of Mid North
Coast Chapter, gives an account of the chapter’s
first venture into the Port Macquarie community
on Australia Day 2016

An early departure from my
home at Wingham saw me
arriving bright
and early at Port
Macquarie by
8:15 am, getting
a parking spot right in
front of the museum on
Clarence Street. Two of
our members, Margaret
Pople and Ronnie Webb
were there to meet me
and help me set up our
chapter table and dis-

The River Princess

There was a good deal of interest shown by passers-by and
twenty-two of us enjoyed an Australian morning tea of damper
and Cocky’s joy followed by tea and coffee which we as a chapter had supplied. A tour of the museum followed and I can recommend it as a great place to learn about Port Macquarie, from
its time as the homeland for the Birpit people through the conAt the Museum
vict area to the modern port city.
It was soon time for us to make our way through the bustling
play.
market area to the waterfront and the Port
Venture Cruise terminal. At 2 pm the River
Luckily I had driven to Port the week bePrincess headed out onto the calm waters of
fore to check out the Town Green where
the Hastings for the company’s Eco-History
we were to be partaking of our morning tea.
cruise. Following Central Coast chapter’s lead
So when I arrived I discovered that on Auswe made sure the Queen Anne flag was high
tralia Day the tradition is to turn the green
on the masthead as we journeyed.
into a huge market and entertainment area
and that the area was not going to be availWith a spoken commentary and accompaable for us.
nying screened material we were taken into
many waterways old and new to be shown
Panic! Panic! I approached the Port Macsites of historic interest, Sections of the canal
quarie Historical Society Museum about
system showed us how newly created parts
using the grassed area in their adjacent garA Port koala
of Port Macquarie are developing.
den and they were very happy to host us.
So we set up there with the Queen Anne
The new owners made us most welcome
flag and the Australian flag announcing our
and provided a special Aussie afternoon tea.
presence along with the Mid North Coast Chapter sign. The mu- This time the goodies were lamingtons, Anzac biscuits and cup
seum building itself dates from 1836, being convict built and cakes iced in green and gold each with its own Australian flag.
heritage listed.
There was a lot to see and more to learn and the two hours
seemed to pass very quickly before our return to the termiWhere is our Cruise Ship?
nal. All agreed the cruise was very interesting labelling it
with a stamp of approval marked ‘tops’.
The journey home by twenty of our
chapter members and two visitors
was then undertaken. For some
it was quite a long trip as they
had driven the 100 kilometres
from Nabiac. Perhaps they, like
me, were worn out and
needed a cuppa and a good lie
down.
PW

A New Year update from Derwent Chapter

and Anchor Hotel, one of Hobart's earliest hotels which has a
very interesting past being located in what was the old wharf
area of early Hobart.
We are planning an event at Rosny Barn of planning, built for
and owned by First Fleeter, Richard Morgan. We believe it is the
only existing building constructed by a First Fleeter in Hobart.
Other events are to be organised during the year. We will end
the year with a lunch for members and friends in December,
location to be decided.
Marilla Lowe

Derwent Chapter continues to have meetings on alternate
months with 30-35 people attending at the Royal Yacht Club of
Tasmania. The day and time seems to work for members and
prospective members (11.00 am on Saturdays). Again this year
we have an interesting line-up of speakers and are planning a
Christmas in July dinner using recipes from early Tasmanian
resident, Edward Abbott's cookbook - the first Australian cookery book to be produced. This will be held on 23 July at the Hope
7
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TOAST TO OUR ANCESTORS - AUSTRALIA DAY LUNCHEON
As given by President Jon Fearon on 23 January 2016.

At Christ Church, Kiama: JOHN GOWEN
At Holy Trinity, Kelso: JAMES SHIERS
At St Saviours, Goulburn: MARY ALLEN
At St Johns, Launceston (Cypress St): OLIVIA GASCOIGNE
At St Matthews, Rokeby: RICHARD MORGAN
At St Johns, Campbelltown: HENRIETTA LANGLEY, JAMES RUSE

It has been a Fellowship tradition, whenever our members
have gathered to enjoy our Australia day Luncheon, for our
President to be called on to propose the toast to our ancestors.
So, it gives me great delight, as your 12th President, to continue that pattern this year and do the honours.
The custom has been for the names of First Fleeters represented by descendants at the luncheon to be read out and thus
held in high and public esteem.
This we will do again this year but with a slight change of focus.
Members will know that since the mid 1970s the Fellowship
has installed memorial plaques in places where our ancestors lie
buried.
No doubt many of you here today have taken part in dedication ceremonies yourselves, or at least visited gravesites as a
personal or part of a family pilgrimage.
Thanks to the hard work of plaques convenors over the years,
and the research and writings of Roderick Best, Joyce Cowell,
John Boyd, Ron Withington and many others, we now have an
accurate record of where many of our ancestors lie at rest.
It is this knowledge that has allowed me to consider the 75
First Fleeters represented here today, and to present them to
you by cemeteries and churchyards.
We list the burial grounds in the order of the numbers buried
therein, from the least to the greatest, and also by direct distance from Sydney Cove.
Please remember, as I read, and as you reflect on your own
ancestors and their roles in the development of this great country of ours, that the numbers of those buried within each cemetery do not represent the total laid therein, but rather just those
we honour here today because they are our First Fleeters.
At Field of Mars General Cemetery: MARY PARKER (from her
original burial behind a shop in Ryde)
At St Peters, Campbelltown: THOMAS ACRES
At Green Hills Burial Ground, Windsor: EDWARD WHITTON
At St Johns, Wilberforce: MATTHEW EVERINGHAM
At St Thomas’s, Sackville Reach: ANN FORBES
At St Peters, Richmond: THOMAS SPENCER
At General Cemetery, Wiseman’s Ferry: PETER HIBBS

At their Estate at Annandale, then removed to General Cemetery, Waverley: ESTHER ABRAHAMS, GEORGE JOHNSTON
At St Lukes, Liverpool: NATHANIEL LUCAS, FREDERICK MEREDITH
At General Cemetery, Castlereagh: MARIA HAYNES, ANTHONY
ROPE, ELIZABETH PULLEY
At Old Burial Ground, Sydney Town Hall: MARY DICKENSON,
EDWARD HUMPHRIES, JAMES McMANUS, ANN SANDLIN
At St Annes, Ryde: JAMES BRADLEY, ANN COLPITTS, JOSEPH
HATTON, JOHN SMALL (headstone removed to Field of Mars)
At St Johns, Parramatta: JOHN MARTIN, JOHN PALMER, JANE
POOLE, JAMES WRIGHT
At St Matthews, Windsor: THOMAS ARNDELL, ELIZABETH BURLEY, ROBERT FORRESTER, SUSANNAH HOLMES, HENRY KABLE,
EDWARD MILES, EDWARD PUGH
At Sandhills Cemetery, Sydney Central Station: JANE LANGLEY,
JOHN NICHOLS (then to Botany), HANNAH SMITH (then to Botany), JAMES SQUIRE (then to Botany), JOSEPH TUZO, WILLIAM
TYRRELL (then to Botany), WILLIAM TUNKS, WILLIAM WALL,
JAMES WILLIAMS
At St Davids, Hobart: JACOB BELLETT, JOHN BARRISFORD,
HANNAH BARRISFORD, JAMES BRYAN CULLEN, ANDREW GOODWIN, HENRY HACKING, ALICE HARMSWORTH, LYDIA MUNRO,
EDWARD RISBY
Burial Place Unknown: WILLIAM BOGGIS, WILLIAM DRING,
WILLIAM
EGGLETON,
JAMES
FREEMAN,
THOMAS
HARMSWORTH, ANN HARMSWORTH, ANN MARTIN, WILLIAM
NASH, MARY PHILLIPS, JOHN RANDALL, , PHILIP SCRIVEN, JOHN
SHORTLAND Senior, MARY SMITH, WILLIAM STANLEY, JOHN
WINTER, JOSEPH WRIGHT
Ladies and Gentlemen, with charged glasses, please be upstanding, and by their names: OUR ANCESTORS.

NORTHERN RIVERS CHAPTER CELEBRATES AUSTRALIA DAY
The
chosen
venue for the
day was the
Alstonville
Bowling Club.
Founders understands this
to be a favourite venue for
the chapter and
they gathered
at 11.30 am .

President Richmond
Manyweathers

On the programme was ‘lunch and a host of Ozzie activities’- apparently thong throwing and bogan clothing. From a distance we
wonder whether the one convict servant, Betty Harriman, former chapter president, was given the task of serving the whole contingent and if First Fleet fare was offered to the diners on the day. Her outfit has a definite Norfolk Island re-enactment feel.
8

April/May 2016

Founders

NEW FIRST FLEET MEMORIAL TO BE OPENED ON 13 MAY 2016
Friday 13 May 2016 Anniversary of when the
First Fleet set sail from Portsmouth, England

In 1972, Botany Cemetery Trust was given permission to reuse Bunnerong Cemetery for current burials. At that time a part
of the land, now known as Pioneer Memorial Park was set aside
for the re-erection and display of the headstones that were still
legible and salvageable or specimens of monumental art. Joining
the efforts of the Trustees, and in particular Trustee Frederick
William Read who was responsible for the design and construction of Pioneer Park, were relatives of the deceased who paid to
have inscriptions re-engraved and the stones repaired ensuring
their preservation for future generations.
The twelve First Fleeters interred and/or memorialised at Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park are Isaac Archer, Sarah Archer
(Burdo), Frances Mintz (Davis), Elizabeth Vandercom (Evans),
Mary Marshall (Snr), Thomas Prior, Hannah Pugh (Smith),
James Squire, William Tyrrell, Robert Watson, John Trace and
John Nichols.
A total of 1,373 people arrived at Botany Bay: 732 convicts
(543 men and 189 women), 22 convicts’ children (11 boys and
11 girls), 619 officials, marines, crew and their families.
The convicts of the First Fleet represented many nationalities:
English, Scottish, Irish, and Welsh making up the majority. Other
nationalities included Canadian, American, French, Norwegian,
Swedish, Indian, African and West Indian.

At 11:00am on Friday 13th May 2016, Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park’s unique First Fleet Memorial will be officially opened.
The opening date is significant to the day on which the First
Fleet set sail from Portsmouth, England, being 13 May 1787.
Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park (ESMP), also known as Botany
Cemetery to the local community, is on 165 acres of prime land
at Matraville, land which played a significant role in Australian
history, firstly with the discovery of Botany Bay by Captain Cook
in 1770 and then the arrival of the First Fleet on 18th January
1788. With the help of the Fellowship of First Fleeters ESMP
have identified 12 First Fleeters located at ESMP.
The ESMP First Fleeters Memorial appears to be unique in that
the elements, when placed, outline a garden edge in the shape
of a ship and relative in size to the smallest ship, the Friendship,
which arrived in the First Fleet.
The Memorial includes granite panels etched with information, including a panel of statistics, relating to the people who
made the voyage and provides details of the 11 ships of the First
Fleet. Incorporated is a memorial to New South Wales’s first
Governor, Captain, later Admiral, Arthur Phillip.
Trustees, Management and staff at Eastern Suburbs Memorial
Park are excited to open the First Fleeters Memorial on such a
significant event in Australian history, particularly given the location of ESMP, where parts of the cemetery overlook Botany Bay.
Pioneer Memorial Park located on Frost Avenue, within the
Eastern Entrance (Bunnerong Rd) to ESMP, is a heritage landmark of NSW, where memorials of early pioneers and prominent
citizens of the colony of New South Wales may be found. It was
created in 1976 through the dedicated effort of Fred W. Read
and fellow Botany Cemetery Trustees, and has several hundred
surviving memorials of the many that were transferred from the
early burial grounds of Sydney in 1901.
As a bicentennial project in 1986, with the Trust’s permission
and gratitude, the Cape Banks Family History Society transcribed
the headstones and produced the publication “Pioneer Memorial Park” at Botany Cemetery which conveys, as accurately as
possible, details of the individuals and families memorialised in
Pioneer Park.
The memorials in Pioneer Park were relocated from two of
Sydney’s oldest cemeteries, Town Hall Cemetery and the Sydney
Burial Ground, also known as Sandhills or Devonshire Street
Ground Cemetery which was created in 1819 and operated until
1868
In 1901, to make way for Sydney’s Central Railway Station, the
NSW Government invited descendants of those interred in that
Burial Ground, to relocate the monuments and remains, at the
government’s expense to a number of Sydney cemeteries: one
of these being Bunnerong Cemetery.
The majority of the monuments, including some of those of
Sydney’s earliest settlers, which had fortunately been relocated
by their families from Town Hall Cemetery to the Sandhills Burial
Ground in the 1820s, were taken to 25 acres known as Bunnerong Cemetery which was in the custody of the Botany Cemetery Trust, now Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust, incorporating Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park. Unfortunately, most of
these headstones, which for many years were of historical interest to researchers, genealogists and families, failed to survive
time, exposure and the forgotten promise for funds for maintenance and provision of a garden park-like setting.

Invitation to the community
We warmly invite everyone in the community and beyond to
attend the official opening of a very symbolic new addition to
Pioneer Memorial Park within Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park.
Parking will be available within the cemetery grounds and
close to the Pioneer Memorial Park on the corner of Frost Avenue and Bunnerong Rd. Car transport is recommended.


By public transport: Only three mid-morning buses from Central Station reach the cemetery in time: the 309 from Stand K
Railway Square at 0916 goes down Military Rd; the 391 from
Stand C Eddy Ave at 0926 goes down Bunnerong Rd; and the
391 also from Stand C at 0956 uses Military Rd. Guests alighting
at the Cemetery Ave stop on Military Rd will be shuttled to site.
Arrival is recommended at or before 10:30am on the day
If you require any further information please don’t hesitate to contact
Samantha Barrass, SMCT Marketing Manager on 0477 884 809 or alternatively you can contact her at Samantha.barrass@smct.nsw.gov.au
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OUR READERS RESPOND TO OUR ARTICLES
#7082 Ray Entwistle on William Baker and Elizabeth Huffnell
As a descendant of William Baker and Susannah Huffnell I was
indeed interested to read the article on these two First Fleeters
in the February/March 2016 edition of Founders. Thank you to
the contributors Pat Smith and Judith Aubin. In no way do I
claim to be an historian but just a very interested descendant
who has done a little research and reading from time to time. In
this context, and with a clear understanding that historical records can be somewhat confusing, I wish to raise some points
from the article.
While it seems correct that Elizabeth, the daughter of William
and Susannah was baptised on 1st January 1789 reports seem to
consistently show that she was actually born in 1788 and not in
1789 as quoted in the article. She would hardly have been born
and baptised on the same day.
Elizabeth Baker married Michael Hayes (b.1767) not Richard
Hayes. Michael Hayes (not Richard) arrived on Friendship in
1800 and was himself quite celebrated and has quite a history.
Michael drowned at Market Wharf (Darling Harbour) in 1825. He
was buried in Sandhills Cemetery. Later his body was transferred
to Bunnerong Cemetery at La Perouse and then transferred
again to Rookwood. Unfortunately Cemetery records only show
an area where his remains would be as those remains were in
poor state. Richard Hayes (b.1808 in Sydney) was the son of
Michael and Elizabeth.
It has been suggested, but somewhat unclear, that the Royal
Oak at Windsor, Baker Street and Baker's Lagoon may not be
associated with 'our' William Baker but another businessman
and landowner William Baker (1771-1829). I refer to D.G.
Bowd's Hawkesbury Journey – Up the Windsor Road from Baulkham Hills.
As mentioned, I am no historian, but the issues I have raised
do, I feel, provide some room for further discussion in respect of
the contents of the article. For my own purposes I would welcome correction if my statements are not accurate.
RE

#4725 Mark Pearce on the Coramandel
Just wanted to let you know of a bit of an error on page 5 of
the latest issue of Founders which I received yesterday.
In the article entitled “Two Great Great Great Great Grandmothers” it is stated that “On Sunday 13 June 1802 five families
aboard the Coromandel became the first free settlers to migrate
from England to the Colony of New South Wales.” Of course this
is not correct with free settlers arriving in NSW during most of
the previous decade.
In actual fact the first free settlers (not including those servants etc who ended up becoming free settlers from the First
Fleet) were those on board the Bellona which arrived in Sydney
on 16 January 1793. According to “The Bicentenary Pioneer Register” (2nd Edition Vol 3, Smee & Provis 1987) free settlers subsequently arrived on the Surprize (1794); Reliance & Sovereign
(1795); Barwell & Hunter (1798); Walker & Buffalo (1799); Porpoise, Royal Admiral & Speedy (1800); Canada, Earl Cornwallis,
Minerva, Minorca & Nile (1801) and then the Coromandel in
1802. So, in fact, the Coromandel was the 17th ship to bring free
settlers to NSW.
No doubt you will receive quite a few emails on this. Thank
you so much for all the work you put into Founders – I always
enjoy reading it
MP
#6203.1

Margaret Hardwick on Thomas
Chipp

When the family was researching for the book A New Beginning, I had the impression Thomas Chipp was very much under
the control of Joseph Foveaux who was building up his land
holdings and acquiring the smaller holdings of his juniors.
Other members of the family didn’t agree with me and as my
job was to research Henrietta Fletcher nee Scriven and her descendants I didn’t pursue it. It might be worth a second look.MH

OUT AND ABOUT IN HOBART

Please come and join us at our
CENTRAL COAST CHAPTER

10TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION LUNCH
Wyong RSL Meeting Room
12 Noon, Saturday 11 June, 2016
Guest speaker: John Barclay, the Rambling Poet

Cost $35 pp, by cheque/cash to
Treasurer, Craig Jurd, 42 Pineridge Close, LISAROW 2261, or
to BSB 633108 Acc 128450814 by direct deposit
Bookings close on 27 May 2016
The invitation above reminds members, whether in chapters
or not, that all are most welcome at chapter meetings and activities. This is why we list these on page 11, opposite, in each
issue. Get in touch with the relevant contacts for details.
Also, on 4 June, North West chapter is celebrating its 15th
Spotted recently at Hobart’s Sesquicentenary Memorial with
birthday
with a tour of historic Tamworth. And next year we
uniformed members of the Hobart Town (1804) First Settlers
believe
Hunter
Valley will also be in celebration mode, 10 years
Association, #4608 Warwick Risby, #7643 Glenda Miskelly and
since
its
re-formation
and 40 since its beginnings.
#7643.1 Paul Miskelly.
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Our Eighteen Chapters in Action
ALBURY-WODONGA DISTRICT – Both sides of the Murray River.
Venue: Albury Library/Museum, Kiewa St. Albury, monthly meetings, third Saturday at 10am for 10.15 Next Meetings: 16 April: Thumbnail
Sketch, Merle Kelly, Speaker, Craig Smith, Hume Country Gardens; 18 June: Sketch, Paul Gooding, Speaker, Marcia Birnie. Meet my Ancestor,
Next Event: 21 May: Bus Trip, TBA. Contact: Mary Chalmers-Borella 6025 3283 or Gaye Merkel 6025 5747
ARTHUR PHILLIP – Milsons Point to Brooklyn and across to all northern beaches.
Venue: Meeting Room, Old Gordon Public School. 799 Pacific Highway, Gordon – monthly meetings, third Friday at 10.30 . Next Meetings:
15 April: Gus Breen, Gallipoli; 20 May: Speaker, TBA & Fleet Departure morning tea; 17 June: TBA. Next Event: 10 May: Tour of Macquarie
University & Australian History Museum, then lunch. Contact: Jane Ann Tainsh 94885453
CANBERRA – ACT, Queanbeyan and surrounds.
Venue: Various locations in Canberra. No meetings or events until mid-year. Contact: Geoff Cameron 62514095 or Brian Mattick 62318880
CENTRAL COAST – Gosford, Tuggerah Lake, Wyong, Budgewoi and surrounds.
Venue: Wyong RSL Club, – monthly meetings, second Saturday at 10am for 10.30. Next Meetings: 9 April: Geoff Potter, The Wreck of the
Maitland; 14 May: Dennis Roe, Britain in/out of Europe; 11 June: 10th Birthday Luncheon. Next Event: Contact: Jon Fearon 43231849
DERWENT - Southern Tasmania
Venue: Bi-monthly, 11am, first Saturday at Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Sandy Bay. Next Meeting: 2 April: Peter Binny, Early Land
Surveying in VDL; 4 June: Roger McNeice, Colonial Coinage. Romance. Next Event: Contact: Marilla Lowe 0362437726
EASTERN FARMS – Ryde, Eastwood, Parramatta, Kings Langley, Pennant Hills and surrounds.
Venue: The Hall at Brush Farm House, 19 Lawson St. Eastwood –monthly meetings, first Saturday from 10am Next Meeting: 2 April: Matt
Murphy, Weight of Evidence - forgery, drunkenness and prejudice in justice; 7 May: Dick Whitaker, A Brief History of Darlinghurst Gaol; 4
June: Speaker, TBA .Contact: Jennifer Follers 97991161
HAWKESBURY-NEPEAN --Western Sydney, Penrith to Windsor, Blue Mountains.
Venue: Mainly Tebbutt Room, Public Library, 300 George St, Windsor , but occasionally in Penrith and elsewhere-- monthly, second
Saturday, 11 am. Next Meeting: 9 April: Trent, Norfolk Island; 14 May: Bill Ivin, Surveying 1788-1910. Next Event: Contact: William Hempel
47303527
HUNTER VALLEY – Hunter Region, Newcastle and surrounds.
Venue: Adamstown Senior Citizens’ Hall, 153A Brunker Road, Adamstown – bi-monthly meetings, usually third Monday from 10am —
12.30pm. Next Meetings: 18 April: Brian Boughton, Students’ 2015 Gallipoli Tour; 20 June: Ninth Anniversary, Christine Bramble, Nurses of
the Hunter WW1. Next Event: May: Tour of ABC Studios, Ultimo. Contact: Barbara Turner 49439105
LACHLAN MACQUARIE – Orange, Bathurst, Parkes, Dubbo, White Rock, Cowra, Kelso.
Venue: Usually Kinross-Wolaroi Library, Orange. Next Meeting: 14 May: Quarterly meeting to be held in Cowra, Details TBA. Contact Judy
Dwyer 63658234 or 0428 173213 or dyr.tara@bigpond.com
MID NORTH COAST -- Taree and Surrounds, Bulahdelah to Kempsey.
Venue: Presbyterian Church, 76 Albert Street, Taree, Bi-monthly on 4th Tuesday at 2pm.. Next Meeting: 24 May: John Chadban OAM,
History of the Australian Agricultural Company. Next Events: Contact: Bev Williams 65598912
MORETON – South East Queensland.
Venue: St. Augustine’s Anglican Church Hall, Hamilton – bi-monthly meetings, at 10 am on an available 2nd Saturday. Next Meetings: 9
April: Dr Hilda Mclean, Nothing like the truth - First Family stories; 11 June: Speaker, TBA Next Events: . Contact: Mary-Joy Payten
0755320543
NEW ENGLAND – Armidale to Glen Innes and surrounds.
Venue: Various locations – five times per year, usually 12 noon at Anglican Parish Centre, Armidale, on the 2nd Saturday. Next Meeting: 14
May: Speaker, TBA. Next Event: Contact: Wal Whalley 67723499
NORTH COAST – Boambee, Coffs Harbour, Dorrigo to Woolgoolga.
Venue: Either at Mylestom Hall or at members’ homes, Bi-monthly meetings, usually first Sunday at 10.30am. Next Meeting: Mylstom Hall: 3
April, at home of Margaret and Joe Bass, Nana Glen: Colin Robertson, Cowra Detention Camp; 12 June: at Coramba Hall, Coramba History.
Next Events: Contact: Robyn Condliffe 66533615
NORTHERN RIVERS – Lismore and surrounds.
Venue: Various locations - bi-monthly meetings, fourth Sunday at 11.30am; Next Meeting: 22 May: at home of Stan and Joy Jenkins, 1405
Woodburn Rd, Coraki. Contact: Margaret Soward 66863597
NORTH WEST – Tamworth and surrounds.
Venue: Various locations – bi-monthly meetings, usually first Saturday at 1.30pm Next Meetings: at Tamworth Family History Rooms, 2
April: Gordon Holding, Life in England in the 1700s/ DNA for family history; 4 June: 15th Birthday Historic Tamworth bus tour led by Rod
Hobbs, starts at Old Information Centre at 10.30am. Next Event: Contact: Diana Harband 67652122
SOUTH COAST – Engadine to Burrill Lake.
Venue: Laurel Room, Ribbonwood Centre, 93-109 Princes Highway, Dapto – monthly meetings except. Jan, May and Dec. – first Tuesday at
10am - 1pm. Next Meetings: 5 April: John Shipp, Bicentenary of European Settlement in the Illawarra; 3 May: John Quintal, TBA; 7 June:
Jillian Wilson, TBA. Next Event: 21 May: Sailing of the Fleet Luncheon at Dapto Leagues Club. Contact: Warwick Grace 42727013
SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS – Mittagong, Moss Vale and surrounds.
Venue: Mittagong Community Centre – bi-monthly – second Wednesday at 10.30am $5 Admission. Next Meetings: 13 April: Ann Beaumont,
Edward Charles Close ; 8 June: Speaker TBA. Next Events: 4 May: Tour of ‘The Con’; From April 16 to 29 May: FFF Display at Harpers
Mansion Berrima, in collaboration with National Trust Heritage Festival. Contact: Wendy Selman 48624849
SWAN RIVER – Perth, Fremantle and surrounds.
Venue: 256 Stirling St Perth, quarterly, third Saturday, at 2pm. Next Meeting: 21 May: Margaret Barlow, TBA. Next Event: 16 April, 1 pm to
4pm, Afternoon Tea at Woodbridge House, Guildford. Contact: Jodi Gratton 0893845944 or Toni Mahony 0892717630

EDITOR’S NOTE: Closing date for this
page for the next issue is 23 May 2016

Karys Fearon,
11

Chapter Liaison Officer

Founders

April/May 2016

DEATHS

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Ordinary and Pensioner Members
EDWARD PUGH/HANNAH SMITH
#8562 Robert Soulsby
JAMES WILLIAMS
#8563 Judith Ann O’Shea
WILLIAM HUBBARD
#8564 Jennifer Helen Hetherington
#8565 Anthea Clare Hetherington
#8566Thomas Ross Hetherington
ELLEN WAINWRIGHT
#8567 Janet Blackburn Milne
FREDERICK MEREDITH
#8568 Gregory Raymond Meredith
WILLIAM ROBERTS
#8569 Judith Rosemary Lawrie
JOHN MARTIN
#8570 Gordon Charles Martin
#8571 Jennifer Lynette Colla
DAVID STANFIELD/ALICE HARMSWORTH
#8572 David Stanfield Farley Thew
#8573 Melinda Jane Hudson
#8574 Andrew Douglas Jamieson Thew
JOSEPH WRIGHT
#8575 Susan Lynch
MICHAEL MURPHY/STEPHEN GILBERT
#8576 Glenice Jean Wilson

Ordinary and Pensioner Members continued
WILLIAM TUNKS
#8577 Gaye Francis White
JOHN SMALL/MARY PARKER
#8578 Kerry Ellen Neinert
JAMES McMANUS/JANE POOLE
#8579 Dennis James Thomas McManus
WILLIAM HAMBLY/MARY SPRINGHAM
#8580 Craig Ian Searle
EDWARD JONES/MARTHA EATON
#8581 Bruce Ballantine-Jones
THOMAS ACRES
#8582 Alan Raymond Robinson
EDWARD MILES
#8583 Geoffrey Frederick Pigott
JACOB BELLETT
#8384 Malcolm John Hamilton
Associate Members
#8562.1 Cheryl Soulsby
#8564.1 Barry Walter Hetherington
#2481.1 Toni Kingham
Friends
#F161 Graeme White
#F162 Maria Lubon Hulbert
#F163 Helen Selwood

AT THE HELM

ASSOCIATE
#7633.1 Eric Bernard Trigg, of Gwandalan New
South Wales and formerly of Hunter Valley Chapter
died on 05.11.2015.
ASSOCIATE
#7142.1 Wendy A Haspell, of Ropes Crossing New
South Wales , a member of Hawkesbury-Nepean
Chapter, died on 16.01.2016.
ASSOCIATE
#3496.1 Patricia Ellen Meredith, of Eleebana New
South Wales, and long-time member of Hunter Valley Chapter, died on 12.02 2016, aged 91.
Notes from Hunter Valley Chapter:
Pat’s husband Ray was President of the first chapter
for about ten years and Pat up until her death carried on her husbands passion for FF and his ancestor,
Frederick Meredith.
Just prior to Christmas 2015 she phoned to see if a
group from our Chapter could go out to her nursing
home to give a talk and meet her friends because
she was so proud to be involved with our FF. Several
members gave a talk at her nursing home and Pat
was thrilled. While her husband Ray was the active
member of our FF, Pat always came along to the
meetings with him while she was able. She was the
driving force behind his research.
For many years Pat and Ray gathered together with
friends on a Sunday and while the ‘boys’ were
watching football, her ladies group involved them-

selves in research, discussing what each friend
had discovered about their forebears during
the previous week.
BG

The directors are always keen to hear of chapter
events around the country. When new members join
and ask to be linked to a chapter it is, however, disappointing when there is not one close enough for them to
attend. It is pleasing then to hear that this month the
Fellowship is being represented by one of our Melbourne members who will address a combined Probus
meeting in that city’s eastern suburbs. How exciting it
would be if out of this a new chapter should emerge.
Don’t forget, Founders by e-mail is available in full
colour each issue. Contact the Editor to make the
switch. Go to jkfearon@iinet.net.au giving your name,
membership number and e-mail address.
Once again this year, on 7 February, St Philip’s Church
Hill in Sydney commemorated Rev Richard Johnson’s
leading of the first service at Sydney Cove on 3 February
1788. The Rector, Rev Justin Moffatt, advises that every
5 years a more significant major celebration is planned.
The next one of these will be held in 2018.

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

MESSAGE BOARD
The Sydney-Portsmouth Sister City Committee and
Chairman Richard Tanner invites members of the Fellowship to
celebrate the 229th Anniversary of the Sailing of the Fleet.

Friday, 13 May 2016 - Lord Mayor’s Reception Room Sydney Town Hall - 6:00pm to 7:30pm.
Keynote Speaker: Dr Wally Franklin, PhD, B.Com.

The First Fleet & Re-enactment - Some Untold History
Bookings are essential and must be accompanied by payment
so book early as numbers are strictly limited to 80.
Cost: $35.00 per person, includes light refreshments.
RSVP by Friday 6 May to Mr Kieran Tonge, Unit 4, 4-8 Underwood St Corrimal, NSW 2518
Enquiries to Kieran on kjsptonge@bigpond.com or by phone
on 0242855685

We Got it Wrong, Sorry.

The Editor will be pleased to have your items and stories for
Founders 47/3, by Monday 16 May preferably as e-mailed attachments. Send pictures separately.
We often receive interesting news of chapter events through
the year but are just as keen to hear from individual members
out there with a story to tell.
Do remember the story writing challenge given by Hunter Valley Chapter Chapter for 2015-2016
Already they have submitted five stories, Eastern Farms one,
and South Coast one.

Founders apologises to the family of #1441 Nancy Una Reynolds OAM, much loved matron of Bowral Hospital for many
years., whose surname was incorrectly given as Roberts in her
death notice in our issue 47/1. Thank you #1953 Shirley Harper
for advising us of our error.
Shirley adds: ‘Nancy Reynolds was a very special person
whom I came to know when the William Roberts Kezia Brown
Family Association was formed in 1984 and who was part of
our team of writers for the Roberts book A Rich Inheritance Vol
1 and 2 and also acted as our treasurer.’
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