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STITCHED WITH LOVE: CONVICT BONNETS ON DISPLAY 

 

Members and Friends of the Southern Highlands Chap-
ter honoured their female convict ancestors at an exhibi-
tion held in the Berrima District Historical Society’s Mu-
seum. The display was arranged in conjunction with the 
NSW National Trusts’ Heritage Festival in April & May 
and by request continued throughout June. 

Chapter Members, supported by the Friday Girls Sew-
ing Group, created 28 memorial bonnets for convict 
women with descendants here in the Highlands. The pro-
ject team members – Gwen & Rob Herbert, Wendy Sel-
man along with Lyn & Harlon Hall from the Museum 
mounted the display.  

Each bonnet was accompanied by a short dedication 
which was supported by an Exhibition Guide Book telling 
the story of each of these pioneering women. There was 
also a continuous loop television presentation providing 
information about convict women in general – giving 
them a voice, describing them as they were, not as myth 
and legend would like to portray them.  

“The women’s experiences in the colony varied. Some 

women just couldn’t cope with life after total dislocation 
and sense of powerlessness. Others went on to make a 
life for themselves, have families and contribute to soci-
ety, and in such a way that we have to really search to 
uncover their lives as convict women and female factory 
inmates. The profiles of the women transported don’t 
match the common stereotype at the time of morally de-
generate, prostitutes, from a crime class, unskilled and 
illiterate.” (Gay Hendriksen, Curator, Parramatta Heri-

tage Centre, at the 
National Archives of 
Australia in Canberra 
on 14 June 2009.)  

   Well known histo-
rian Linda Emery 
opened the exhibition 
on  19 April 2017. Our 
bonnets created a lot 
of local interest and  
the display was well 
supported by both 
locals and visitors to 
the Southern High-
lands. It was a won-
derful and rewarding 
community project. 

 WS 
Linda Emery, at right, opens exhibition 
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PRESIDENT’S PEN 
     Jon  Fearon    

    

Our two weeks in England earlier this year allowed us 
to include parts of the ‘First Fleet Pilgrimage’ that many 
of our members have done in the past. Bathhampton, 
Lyndhurst and Boldre were on the schedule and as can be 
seen on page 7 the camera was busy.  

We were not in the Greater London area so did not get to St P e t e r s 
Church, Petersham, where the newest Fellowship plaque will be unveiled on 22 
October this year. The grave is that of Lt Henry Lidgbird Ball, Commander of 
HMS Supply. Will you or family members be in England at that time and there-
fore available to represent the Fellowship on the day? If so, Vice President 
Denis Smith, denissmith@bigpond.com, would love to hear from you. The more 
of our members who can be there on the day, the grander the occasion. 

The organising committee for our 50th Anniversary Luncheon at Darling Har-
bour next year is putting plans in place for a truly memorable event on 10 
March. Seating will be in high demand so once you receive your Booking Form 
with the October Founders (48/5) we advise you to get in early. Our traditional 
Australia Day Luncheon will NOT be held in 2018. 

In the mean time I will be pleased to borrow from you, or have them scanned 
to my email, good copies of pictures from the early days of the Fellowship. 
Photos began appearing in Founders from the early 1990s but for the 20 years 
before that the cupboard is quite bare.  

FELLOWSHIP OF FIRST FLEETERS 
ACN 003 223 425 

Patron: Professor The Honorable Dame Marie Bashir AD, CVO 
Vice-Patron: Commodore Paul Kable AM, RAN, Rtd. 

Vice-Patron: Peter Christian OAM 
  

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The next Annual General Meeting  

Will be held on 
 Saturday 28th October 2017 

Commencing at 11.00am   
At: Adamstown Senior Citizens’ Hall 

153A Brunker Road Adamstown NSW 
  

AGENDA 
1. Welcome and Apologies. 
2. To receive and confirm the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 29  
     October 2016. 
3. To receive the President’s Report. 
4. To receive and consider the Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss Accounts of the  
     Fellowship for the year ended 30 June 2017. 
5. To approve the appointment of Professor The Honorable Dame Marie Bashir as  
     Patron. 
6. To approve the appointment of Commodore Paul Kable as Vice-Patron. 
7. To approve the appointment of Peter Christian as Vice-Patron. 
8. Election of Officers:  
 -Appointment of Returning Officer,   
 -Declaration of vacancy of positions and the election of Officers:  
             President, Vice-President, Treasurer & Committee Members (max 13 Officers) 
 -Declaration by the Returning Officer of the incoming Officers.  
9. General business. 

          T Luck, Secretary, 22 July 2017 
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At the June meeting held at the home of Margaret and 
Joseph Bass, the 20th Anniversary of the chapter was high-
lighted by archivist Robyn Condliffe with a short history. 
Extracts are given below.  

Mary and Jim Kell, Lionel Phelps and Rod Davis, members 
of the Northern Rivers Chapter, Fellowship of First Fleet-
ers, felt the Coffs Harbour Region of New South Wales 
would be an ideal place to form another Chapter of The 
Fellowship. Mary and Jim Kell had been travelling to Lis-
more for Chapter meetings for some time. Subsequently 
the following advertisement was placed in the Coffs Har-
bour and Dorrigo/Bellingen Papers.  

“A meeting will be held on Sunday 13th April 1997 at 
1.00pm at the Community Village, Earl Street Coffs Har-
bour, to see if there is enough interest in forming a North 
Coast Chapter of the Fellowship. The Meeting is sponsored 
by the Northern Rivers Chapter of the Fellowship of First 
Fleeters and some executive and members will be present. 
All descendants of First Fleeters will be very welcome. 

Contact phone numbers were given and the advertise-
ment was signed by Mary Kell. 

The response was quite overwhelming with about fifty 
people attending. It was decided to form the North Coast 
Chapter, Fellowship of First Fleeters and to hold the inau-
gural meeting on Sunday 1st June 1997 at Boambee Creek 
Reserve. 

June 1st was a fine and sunny day and 33 people attended 
with apologies from 14 others. It was moved by Robyn 
Condliffe, seconded by Jeanette Williamson that this or-
ganisation be known as “The North Coast Chapter Fellow-
ship of First Fleeters”. Mary Kell was elected as President, 
Tony Condliffe Vice President, Robyn Condliffe Secretary, 
Jean Taylor Treasurer, Anne Smidt Archives Officer, Karren 
Baff assisted by Judy Naughton and Jeanette Williamson 

Publicity Officer. 

After some discussion it was decided to adopt the Aims 
as set out by the Northern Rivers Chapter, with some small 
additions. Membership fees were set at $10 per family and 
$7 per single, and a cheque account was opened at the 
Bannacoast Community Credit Union.  

Over the past 20 years we have seen many changes; 
membership has changed as some members drop out and 
new members arrive and so our Fellowship continues with 
descendants with like interests.  

It is now mandatory to belong to the Fellowship of First 
Fleeters, our name has changed from North Coast Chapter, 
Fellowship of First Fleeters, to Fellowship of First Fleeters, 
North Coast Chapter. Our Banner, still carrying our original 
chapter name, was purchased and we proudly marched 
and carried it first on Anzac Day 2001.   

Our Chapter opened two Chapters – one called the North 
West Chapter (in Tamworth) and the other New England 
Chapter (in Armidale). I had worked for months with peo-
ple in both Armidale and Tamworth with a view to opening 
just one Chapter, however this was not what the majority 
wanted so two Chapters were formed. Tony and I went to 
Tamworth and Mary and Jim Kell went to Armidale as both 
districts wanted the Inaugural meetings to be on the one 
day at about the same time. Unfortunately the New Eng-
land Chapter has disbanded. Our Chapter and their Chap-
ter spent quite a few visits backwards and forwards. 

Below is a photo taken on the day of our first Meeting, 20 
years ago – three people had already left. Sadly as I look at 
this photo I see that eleven original members are now de-
ceased and two in The Haven Aged Care facility. Mary Kell, 
Jeannette Williamson, Liz Quinn and I are the only current 
financial members from this first meeting.                         RMC 

NORTH COAST CHAPTER CELEBRATES  20 YEARS 

The inaugural meeting of North Coast Chapter, held 
at Boambee Creek Reserve NSW, 1 June 1997 
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FIRST FLEET DOCUMENT FINDS AN AUSTRALIAN HOME 
Our research officer, John Boyd recently received a  

letter from an Australian ‘private collector’ of Early 
Australiana, especially Botany Bay and convicts. The 
collector wanted to make the Fellowship aware of his 
exciting $AUD 85.00 purchase on Ebay from an Ameri-
can dealer of an original letter written to Lord Sydney 
by the First Fleeter Thomas Baker.  

Baker was seeking the mitigation of his sentence and 
his letter was a follow up from an earlier petition pre-
sumably gathered in his home parish. Apparently it is 
quite rare for such a document to have survived since 
most other records of a similar type were lost in Lon-
don wartime bombings. 

Sadly for Baker, the letter came too late to save him 
and he did travel on Charlotte with other convicts. 
Mollie Gillen’s research could find no details of the 
felony which led to his arrest and trial in Exeter. She 
does, however, refer to his being ‘troublesome at 
times’ while he was on the Dunkirk hulk at Plymouth. 

Thomas Baker did not live long enough to make his 
mark on the settlement at Sydney Cove. He died from 
scurvy in September 1788 and his burial place is un-
known. There was so official burial ground in the first 
couple of years.  

 

   The obverse, as an envelope and seal, reads: 
Right Hon’ble Lord Sydney, Secretary of State, 
and is dated, as from Newgate 9th May 1787, 
Thomas Baker. 

   The text of the  letter: 

My Lord 

 On the 2d  of this month a Petition was pre-
sented to your Lordship subscribed by a great 
Number of very respectable persons such as the 
Minister Church Wardens Common Council Men 
and other very respectable persons praying a 
mitigation of my sentence, which was delivered 
into Your Lordship’s Office by my wife who brings 
you this and I hope your Lordship will consider it, 
but am much afraid that we shall soon go off and 
shall be very happy if your Lordship will conde-
scend to give her an answer. I am, My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s 
most obedient and obliged 

Newgate                                            humble Servant 
9th May 1787                                            Thos Baker 

 
   Note:  Thomas Baker says he ‘shall soon go off’, 
which tallies with the date 9th May. However the 
records show he was delivered to the Charlotte 
on 11th March. So the letter, and the petition to 
which it refers, must have been arranged by his 
wife and parish friends in his absence.             WJF 
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  The beginning:   In 1801 Governor King established 

a convict settlement at the mouth of the Hunter River to 
mine coal and exploit cedar and other timber prevalent in 
the area.   The mass of shells found on the banks of the 
river in aboriginal middens were also utilised for limestone 
much needed for building as Sydney Cove expanded.  
Originally the settlement was named Coal River, then 
Kingstown and finally Newcastle after the great coal port 
in England.   The shipping of coal overseas to India became 

the first com-
mercial in-
come for the 
new colony 
m a k i n g 
£ 2 / 1 0 / - 
profit.  In 
1804 a sec-
ondary pun-
ishment set-
tlement was 
established, 

27 years before Port Arthur.  This became the major 
prison in NSW at that time and by 1814 housed over 1,000 
convicts but closed in the early 1820s when most convicts 
were sent to Port Macquarie. 

As a result of  these early settlements Newcastle and the 
Hunter Valley has an amazing convict and pioneer history 
so it was inevitable that a group of like-minded and inter-
ested people would eventually gather together. A First 
Fleet Chapter was formed in 1989 with Ray Meredith as 
President.  However this group unfortunately went into 
recess in 1997. 

In June 2007 the then President of the Fellowship, John 
Haxton, together with the Chapter Liaison Officer Jean 
Mortimer, convened a 
steering committee in 
Newcastle with a view 
to re-establishing the 
Hunter Valley Chapter.  

At this small gathering 
Rev. John Brooker ac-
cepted the role of 
President and his wife 
Beth as Secretary.  
Meetings were to be 
held bi-monthly with an 
outing of interest in 
between.  There were 
11 present at the first 
meeting in July 1997 
and numbers have 
steadily increased with 
Chapter membership 

currently at over 80 members, friends and associates. 

Unfortunately the passage of time has taken its toll and 
only a handful of original members were able to join with 
current members at the gathering for the 10th anniversary 
celebration.  The program for the day was organised by 
Acting President Barbara Gow and was nostalgic and most 
enjoyable.  Guests were presented with a printed photo-
graphic booklet outlining the activities of these 10 years as 
well as an inscribed pen to commemorate the occasion. 

Past President Barbara Turner, an original member and 
President for five years, organised a ‘trip down memory 
lane’ giving an overview of the past ten years with dia-
logue and projected photos. What an interesting and busy 
ten years it has been!  As well as informative guest speak-
ers at each meeting the many outings to places of histori-
cal interest locally and in Sydney were well attended. 

Don Huggup did his 
magic with the projec-
tor as Barbara began 
the narrations fol-
lowed by Judy Aubin 
(Newsletter Editor) 
and Cynthia Huggup 
(Membership Officer), 
both members since 
2007.  The final narra-
tive was presented by 
Beverly Pace repre-
senting upper Hunter 
Valley Members. 

Following the two 
course hot luncheon 
the celebration cake was cut by Beth Brooker and Yvonne 
Bradley both part of the original steering committee and 

holding many positions 
on committee over the 
years. 

   To complete the cele-
bration those present 
formed groups according 
to the ships on which 
their forbears sailed as 
part of the First Fleet.  
Some members appear 
in more than one photo 
as they have links to as 
many as six convicts and 
marines!  These photos 
will now form a part of 
the continuing history of 
the Hunter Valley Chap-
ter.                                 JA 

HUNTER VALLEY CHAPTER’S 10th ANNIVERSARY 

Beth and John Brooker in 2007 

Beth Brooker and Yvonne Bradley 

FRIENDSHIP was represented by the most descendants. 
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 A gathering of descendants of Australia’s first 
European settlers at Sydney Cove and along the Mur-
rumbidgee River, the lifeblood of the Riverina, NSW.  

The lineage of the history-makers:  

William Boggis, First Fleeter and Elizabeth Smith, alias 
Carr, Second Fleeter  

Their daughter: Elizabeth Boggis, freeborn in the colony, 
who married convict, Charles Tompson, in 1806  

Their children: Charles Jnr, Martha Louise, Frederick 
1812 (d), Frederick Anslow, Eliza Harris, Edwin Harvey, 
Alfred Fulton.  

On Friday afternoon, 24th March, our family group 
booked into the Wagga Wagga Beach Caravan Park and 
settled into our cabin on the banks of the fast-flowing 
Murrumbidgee River. We had been alerted to watch out 
for the 5 o’clock wave, the daily release of water from the 
Burrinjuck Dam  

As soon as we unpacked we headed out to find 24 Tara-
kan Avenue, the address of the Wagga Wagga & District 
Family History Society Inc. By mistake we knocked on the 
door of No. 42 to be answered by a very friendly gentle-
man who invited us in. When I explained the purpose of 
our visit he redirected us to the correct number with the 
hope that we “found our ancestors”!  

At 4.30pm descendants and friends gathered in the Fam-
ily History Room, firstly to meet with previously unknown 
third cousins, descendants of William Boggis, First Fleeter, 
and Charles Tompson. The Society’s room was well 
equipped for my PowerPoint presentation on the Tomp-
son family’s connections with the settlement of the Mur-
rumbidgee region – ranging from Gundagai to Wagga 
Wagga - and its early history and development.  

The following morning we were awakened by a multi-
tude of bird calls, all singing the dawn chorus led by a 
rowdy flock of cockatoos – the renowned call of the bush. 
A great start to the day with the sun glinting on the river 
creating colourful reflections! 

 Our group of 44 met at Eunonyhareenyha Winery, a 
boutique family-owned and run winery situated in the 
beautiful Eunony Valley just 8.5 kilometres from Wagga 
Wagga. This was one of three properties – Eunonyharee-
nyha, Oura and Kimo – which were very important to the 
Tompson family history and where the Tompson brothers, 
Frederick, Edwin and Alfred, lived at various times from 
1832.  

On arrival we were given a tour of the facilities, starting 
with a description of the grape varieties and their specific 
wine production. Our host gave a taste-test of a couple of 
grapes and explained that they were anxiously awaiting a 
few warmer days to finish the ripening of the grapes and 
had backpackers on call to complete the harvest. She also 
explained that planting rose bushes at the head of each 
row of grape vines is a fallacy – the bugs that affect roses 
are entirely different to those that affect grape vines.  

We wandered down to an adjacent paddock to view a 
muster of a mob of Dorper sheep. By whistle-calls, the 
driver of a 4WD vehicle directed a lone Kelpie dog to carry 
out the job, masterfully guiding the sheep through a nar-
row gate and then through a second gate at right-angles 
and into a second paddock.  

The owner explained their pumping system and water 
allocation protocol and the difficulties that this imposes to 
some farmers especially in times of drought. At the rear of 
the homestead was an extensive vegetable and fruit gar-
den, looking lusciously green and productive - the owners 
mostly self-sufficient for their household needs.  

Mid-afternoon, we made the short drive along Oura 
Road to Eunonyhareenyha Cottage set amidst a 92 acre 
working farm specialising with sheep and cattle and one of 
the original properties settled in Wagga Wagga. The heri-
tage-listed cottage is located adjacent to the main home-
stead, surrounded by historic gardens and enormous 
shade trees, so essential during hot summer days. The cot-
tage was once the kitchen and maid’s quarters for the 
main homestead and is the only surviving dwelling from  

THE BOGGIS-TOMPSON FAMILY REUNION 24-27  MARCH 2017 
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the early days of settlement. It was once the childhood 
home of Australian poet, Dame Mary Gilmore, famous for 
her poem, Old Botany Bay, so pertinent to our forebears’ 
initial experiences.  

Our hosts gave us a warm welcome and showed us 
through the refurbished rooms – all very comfortable – 
and then onto the Old Schoolhouse, pretty much a wreck 
but one they intend to renovate in due course.  

After our tour we settled in comfortable chairs to admire 
the rural views, and wander down to the front fence to 
look down on the mighty Murrumbidgee River (or the 
Bidgee as the locals call it), today serene, but prone to ex-
tensive flooding in extreme weather conditions. 

On Sunday 26 March we drove along the scenic Oura 
Road to Kimo Estate, 6kms west of Gundagai, estimated 
to take 40 minutes by local country drivers, but for city 
dwellers it took 1 hour! The Kimo property incorporates 
7000 acres of fertile land suitable for lamb, wool and beef 
production – with a prime 2.6km frontage along the Mur-
rumbidgee River.  

Overlooking the entrance gates and river valley is the 
magnificent Kimo Homestead, built in 1872. This choice 
land is where Charles Tompson pegged his first claim in 
1832 and where Frederick and Eliza Tompson lived from 
1836.   

At 11.00am, we were met firstly by our host, Emelia Fer-
guson, soon joined by her husband, David, who led us on 
a tour of the historic property. Driving in convoy along the 
property’s dirt roads, we followed David to the massive 
shearing shed where he gave us an insight to the workings 
of a modern property and the changes that a new genera-
tion of farmers and graziers are bringing to the industry.  

We then returned to the homestead for a 2-course 
luncheon, seated at tables along the homestead veran-
dahs looking out onto their charming gardens. Our hosts 
had planned to set our tables under the shady trees but 
deemed it too hot  

After lunch David showed us their wedding venue, the 
rustic re-styled grain shed, and the accommodation of-
fered to the main wedding party in three renovated cot-
tages and the shearers’ quarters.  

We then drove up one of the nearby hillocks to view JR’s 
Luxury Eco Hut, the honeymooners’ accommodation with 
its 360 degree view of the beautiful surrounding country-
side – low hills, valleys and extensive floodplains through 
which the Murrumbidgee River meanders. The sun was 
lowering in the sky when we departed from Kimo about 
3.30pm to return to Wagga Wagga.  

The visit definitely was the supreme highlight, one of 
many highlights experienced over our weekend together.  

An option taken later this afternoon was the self-guided 
walking tour of the historic section of the city of Wagga 
Wagga, through Victory Memorial Gardens, Tompson 
Street and Fitzmaurice Street. The Tompson family lived at 
Waterview on the corner of Fitzmaurice and Sturt Street 
where Romano’s Hotel now stands. A present-day levee 
blocks their once excellent views of the river. Over the 
ensuing decades, the Tompson family acquired other 
buildings in the street.  

Over the next couple of days several people from our 
group visited the Charles Sturt Regional Archives at the 
University’s Southern Campus located in town, to investi-
gate the resources they hold on the Tompson family. 
Gillian presented two of her books to the Archivist, as they 
did not hold copies in the Resource Centre.  

On a very high note our party departed according to 
their own schedule for their various destinations after a 
wonderful few days of making new family connections, 
and a weekend of reflecting on our family history.   

We returned home after a fantastic week rediscovering 
family roots and renewed appreciation of the people in 
the Bush who are the backbone of our nation. 

#3152 Gillian Doyle 

PRESIDENTIAL PILGRIMAGE IN THE NEW FOREST 

Two pictures from Jon and Karys’s recent visit to Boldre 
and Lyndhurst. The Boldre church plaque reads: The Revd 

Richard Johnson, 1759-1827. Curate of Boldre under the Revd 
William Gilpin, 1784-85. Sailed with the First Fleet and was first 
Chaplain to the Colony of New South Wales, 1788-1800.This 

plaque was dedi-
cated by the 
Bishop of North 
Sydney, the Rt 
Rev Donald Cam-
eron, 14th August 
1988. 

  There does not 
seem to be any 

coverage of the event in 
our 1988 newsletters 

At Appletree Court, 
Lyndhurst, the wattle 
tree planted by our Pa-
tron, Dame Marie 
Bashir, in July 2014 is 
thriving. It was flower-
ing well earlier this year 
and has now reached 
the height of six metres. 

[Ed: Founders 45/6 has    
the picture and story.] 
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Sydney’s First Designer-Builder 

James Bloodworth, or Bloodsworth, was born on 7 
March 1759 and died on 21 March 1804. He was sen-
tenced on 3October 1785 at Esher, Surrey to seven’ years 
transportation to the colony for felony, being the theft of 
one game cock and two hens.  He arrived in Australia 
aboard the Charlotte and was the only convict listed as 
bricklayer, so was immediately called upon by Governor 
Philip, who appointed him Master Bricklayer. He was also 
given the responsibility for designing and building the first 
Government House for Governor Philip, which stood as 
the Governor’s residence in Sydney for the next 56 years. 
Sadly there is no portrait of this remarkable man. 

Bloodworth located clay between two fresh water 
streams at Long Cove which ran into a small bay called 
Cockle Bay, later to become known as Darling Harbour. 
The site became known as Brickfield. Bloodworth then 
supervised the mak-
ing and burning of 
the first bricks, in 
makeshift kilns in 
which the wooden 
moulds bought out 
from England with 
the Fleet were 
placed. Bloodworth 
taught his fellow 
convicts how to 
sprinkle sand over 
the stock, being the 
bottom of the 
mould, thus ensuring 
the brick would not 
stick to the wood 
when turned out. 
Hence the name which is still applied to handmade bricks 
by this method, sandstocks. Lime for mortar was obtained 
from oyster shells, the women convicts were sent out to 
gather these, which they then ground up and fired. 

Bloodworth designed and built the first Government 
House and despite many difficulties in the initial stages of 
construction, a two-storeyed house was built, a remark-
able feat, given the tools available at that time. There 
were six very large rooms and the house was ready for 
Philip within six months of landing, the only house in Aus-
tralia with a staircase at that time. The house was 15.9 
metres long by 6 metres wide. The walls were so strong a 
second storey was added as an afterthought, with a roof 
of shingles.  If further proof were needed that Blood-
worth’s building was two-storeyed, it could be found in 
the recorded bewilderment of the Aboriginal, Arabanoo, 
who looking up at the upper windows and seeing people 
walking about, he was amazed at white man’s custom of 

standing on one another’s shoulders. The first Govern-
ment House stood on the present day corner of Bridge and 
Philip Streets. It was demolished in 1845, when another 
Government House was built in the Domain. 

In 1790 Governor Philip pardoned Bloodworth for exem-
plary conduct making him the second convict to be par-
doned since the formation of the colony. He continued his 
role of architect-builder for the Government and in 1791 
he was appointed supervisor of all brick makers and brick-
layers in the settlement. In 1792 he was offered rehabilita-
tion to England but chose to stay in Australia.  

He was a very busy man in the first few years of arrival, 
for as well as supervising brick production, he designed 
the soldier’s barracks on the west side of the tank stream, 
houses for the Surveyor General, Augustus Alt, The Judge 
Advocate, David Collins and the Reverend Richard John-
son. Another of his buildings was a large dry stone store 
on the east side of Sydney Cove at Kings Wharf, which was 

completed in 1790. It 
was a large rectangu-
lar building 24 me-
tres long and 7.2 me-
tres wide and was 
unusually tall for a 
building of that time. 
It had a hipped roof, 
an attic and the first 
building to be lit by 
dormer windows in 
NSW. 

   He went on to build 
Sydney’s first sky-
scraper in 1797, a 45 
metre clock tower on 
Church Hill near the 

present St Phillips Church, but a violent storm in June 1806 
destroyed the tower. Another building attributed to 
Bloodworth is the first Government House in Parramatta 
which was constructed in 1799. Several other fine build-
ings were constructed by Bloodworth including, St Johns 
Church, St Phillips Church on Church Hill and a Windmill. 

Bloodworth was already married in England, so he took a 
common law wife, named Sarah Bellamy. She was con-
victed in Worcester, England in July 1785 for stealing a 
linen purse which it was said contained £30 and was sen-
tenced to seven years’ transportation. She arrived on the 
Lady Penrhyn in the First Fleet in 1788 at the age of 17. On 
arrival in Sydney, she was assigned to Lt Faddy as a house-
maid. In 1789 Sarah was charged with disturbing the 
peace, but supported by strong witnesses, namely Mat-
thew Everingham and John Harris, had the case dis-
missed. It had happened that Captain Meredith of the 
marines and Mr Kiltie, master of HMS Sirius, somewhat 

JAMES BLOODWORTH and SARAH BELLAMY 

Government House, Sydney Cove, 1807, John Eyre. (State Library Collection) 
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.. 

University of Tasmania ~ Dip Family History - Julie’s Review  
I have been enrolled in the Diploma of Family History 

since 25th April 2016, a little over one year ago. My first 
subject was Convict Ancestors which I found very interest-
ing and certainly a way of getting back into University 
study once again, although I must say the assessment 
process now is greatly different to ‘the old days’ !  

The Diploma consists of eight subjects, four at Founda-
tion level and four at First year level; these can be done in 
any order except for those which have stated pre-
requisites. The majority of subjects are offered on full 
scholarship with only student fees and the remainder on 
half scholarship; even those fees won’t break the bank or 
you can opt for HECS and not pay anything at all.  

It is usual to do one subject at a time which, I believe is a 
very non stressful way of studying, the units are approxi-
mately 6-8 weeks long and are offered at different times 
of the year. It is possible to do more than one unit to-
gether and there are no limitations on this, other than the 
subject timings. Last year I did three at the same time 

which I found an issue due to work commitments, so if 
you have a busy life then take it more slowly.  

Course content is biased towards Tasmanian convicts, 
records and events which is natural but in no way inhibit-
ing across the subject matter. There is great feedback 
from the convenors and open forums where you can talk 
with other students and discussion groups on various 
items. I have completed six subjects and finishing my sev-
enth in April. My last subject commenced in June and then 
I will have completed the course. There is discussion of 
adding further subjects and making it an Advanced Di-
ploma, however, we had not had any further details on 
this proposal to date.  

I wish everyone attempting the course the very best, it is 
certainly worthwhile and certainly relevant for experi-
enced researchers of many years like myself. It has served 
to enhance much of what I already knew and provides 
new and exciting ways of presenting Family History.  

                               #7007 Julie Webb 

under the weather, departed from the governor's house 
at about one o'clock in the morning, made a lot of noise 
outside Sarah's house. She became alarmed and screamed 
"murder". Subsequently Captain Meredith tried to have 
Sarah arrested but was restrained by John Harris, the 
nightwatchman. 

About this time, Sarah began living with James Blood-
worth in South Street, now 19 O'Connell St. She had eight 
children by him but four did not survive infancy. Those 
who survived were James (1790), George (1796), Ann 
(1798) and and Elizabeth (1802).  The couple were both 
given land grants of 50 and 20 acres respectively in De-
cember 1794 in the district of Petersham which Blood-
worth later increased to 245 acres. 

In 1802 another honour was bestowed on Bloodworth 
when he was made a sergeant in Sydney’s Loyal Associa-
tion, a great mark of respect to a former convict. This was 
an Association made up of 200 volunteers’ recruited from 
citizens as a reserve or Home Guard, whose function it 
was to quell any rebellions which may have broken out 
among the many convicts at liberty or ticket of leavers, 
who were increasing in number. 

Bloodworth was appointed Superintendent of Buildings 
in 1804 on a salary of £50 per annum, but this position 
was short lived as he contacted a chill which failed to re-
spond to treatment. Complications set in and we presume 
he died of pneumonia on 21 March 1804, aged 45, at his 
home in O’Connell Street, having lived in Australia for six-
teen years. The then Governor, Philip Gidley  King ordered 
that Bloodworth be given the equivalent of a State Funeral 
with Military Honours, given the high esteem the settlers 
held him in, an honour never given before or since to a 

convict. His remains were buried in the 
Old Sydney Burial Ground, which is 
now the site of Sydney Town Hall.  

After James died in 1804, Sarah lived 
by herself with her children in South 
Street. Sarah settled James' insolvency, 
received a 20 acre grant at Petersham 
NSW and schooled her children. She 
received her certificate of emancipation on 23 Feb 1811. 
In 1823 she petitioned the governor for the release of her 
son-in-law, Robert Carver, husband of her daughter Eliza-
beth, who had been falsely accused of a crime he did not 
commit and was sent to Port Macquarie NSW. 

She died at Lane Cove on 24 Feb 1843 and was buried in 
the Devonshire Street cemetery then later it is believed, 
was transferred to Botany Cemetery. Sarah was described 
as a spirited girl with an abundance of bright red hair 
which has been passed onto her many descendants.  

As Robert Hughes said in his book, The Fatal Shore, Aus-
tralians have only just began to look back on their coun-
try’s penal origins with anything other than neglectful em-
barrassment. I trust we may now rectify some of our fail-
ings to those first men and women, whose beginnings 
brought about this great country, Australia, and our 
founding city, Sydney. .                   #8733 Christopher Rowe 

Note: For more information contact the Bloodworth Associa-
tion. Pres: #8014 Shirley Tunnicliff, email: sgtunni-
cliff@bigpond.com and Secretary: #5217 Robyn McGill, email:   
mcgill.robyn660@gmail.com 

Bricks made by convicts in 1789; a keystone inscribed with the ini-
tials of Major Robert Ross. Photographed in 1924 after the demoli-

tion of an old military building at Dawes Point 

mailto:sgtunnicliff@bigpond.com
mailto:sgtunnicliff@bigpond.com
mailto:mcgill.robyn660@gmail.com
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2018 FIRST FLEET CELEBRATIONS on NORFOLK ISLAND 
2-9 March ex Sydney  3-10 March ex Brisbane
(Advertisement)  

The 6th of March 2018 marks the 230th anniversary of the 
landing of 23 First Fleeters on Norfolk Island and the Nor-
folk Island Travel Centre 
would love to welcome you 
to the Island to celebrate. 
Specially prepared Holiday 
Packages and an optional 
First Fleet Package will not 
only get you there, but im-
merse you in the people, 
stories, heritage and impor-
tance of the Island and this 
time in Australia’s history. 

Of special interest to Lucas 
descendants is a new tour in 
the Optional First Fleet 
Package focusing on Natha-
nial and Olivia’s lives, including travelling to the places 
they lived and worked during their 17 years on the Island. 
However while the main story will be on the Lucas’, the 
tour is designed to be of relevance and interest to any 

First Settlement descendent. With a ‘focus on families’ this 
week is perfect for a family reunion or holiday together, 
perhaps to encourage younger generations to get to know 
their family story and ‘stand in the shoes’ of their ances-
tors by standing almost virtually where they stood. 

   Food for thought for Fel-
lowship of First Fleeters 
who live outside Sydney and 
want to attend the Fellow-
ships’ 50th Anniversary 
Luncheon on the 10 March 
at Darling Harbour: with 
flights returning from Nor-
folk Island to Sydney on the 
9 March, you can conven-
iently enjoy a night in Syd-
ney and then attend the 
Luncheon the next day. 
What a great combined First 
Fleet week celebrating on 

Norfolk Island - and then in Sydney! 

For details on Holiday Packages and the Optional First 
Fleet Package contact Maria Massey at 
maria@travelcentre.nf or on freecall 1800 1400 66. 

Are you able to assist the following researchers? If so, 
please contact them directly yourself. 

1. Jessica North, at <jace.north@gmail.com> , is writ-
ing a book on Esther Abrahams. She asks if any of 
Esther’s descendants  have discovered their own 
evidence of her birthplace, her maiden name, or 
the surname of Rosanna’s father. 

2. Melanie Morningstar, is making a film on George 

Johnston and Esther Abrahams. She is seeking 
printed material, drawings, paintings, letters to 
appear on screen relating to the couple. All bor-
rowed material will be acknowledged on screen. 
Contact: <melanie.morningstar@yahoo.com>   

3. #5648 Clare Stapleton descends from Eleanor 
(Redchester) Fraser and is starting a FaceBook 
(and printed) newsletter for Eleanor’s descen-
dants. Clare’s contact email address is 
<stapleton2137@gmail.com>  

FROM THE NEWSLETTER ARCHIVES 

(Volume 5, Number 1, January 1974) 

President Mr Edgar Kable wrote: 

As from Australia Day this year, annual Australia day celebra-
tions will be held in the historic Rocks area. These celebrations 
are to be held in conjunction with the official flag-raising cere-
mony.  

This will be a real family day outing, as there will be many 
events of interest to both parents and children. These include a 
pageant, a fishing competition in Sydney Harbour, theatrical 
groups, bands, a street market, etc. 

A special feature this year will be the official handing-over of 
the St Catherine’s Dock stone. This stone, whose arrival in Aus-
tralia was publicised recently in the press, is part of St Cath-
erine’s Dock, now dismantled. It was from St Catherine’s Dock 
that many First Fleeters left Old England for Botany Bay. 

Just a reminder that the Fellowship has assisted in sponsoring 

the Marathon Surf Boat Race from Fairy Bower to Harbord on 
the Anniversary weekend. To be held on the Monday, this race is 
part of a carnival to commemorate the sailing of the First Fleet 
from Botany Bay to Port Jackson. The Fellowship has made a 
donation of $50. This gives members a special interest in this 
event. 

Edgar Kable then reported on this event in the February 
Newsletter: 

Mrs Joan Ross and myself, accompanied by members of our 
families, represented the Fellowship ...at Harbord Beach. 

Some 23 boats competed, and the event was won by Molly-
mook with Bronte a very close second and Port Kembla third in a 
very thrilling finish. 

I presented the prizes on behalf of the Fellowship, and a crowd 
of several thousand  listened to the reason for the race and ap-
plauded. 

[Editor: Two questions: Where did St Catherine’s Dock stone 
end up? For how many years did the FFF Boat race keep going?] 

THREE RESEARCH REQUESTS 
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ALBURY-WODONGA DISTRICT – Both sides of the Murray River. 

Venue: Albury Library/Museum, Kiewa St. Albury,  monthly 
meetings, third Saturday at 10:45 for 11am. Next Meeting:  16 
September: Speaker, Mayor Kevin Mack, Thumbnail, Mary 
Chalmers-Borella. Next Events: 19 August: Visit Adamhurst, 
Speaker, Father Peter McLeod-Miller; 28 October: Excursion to 
Corryong,  Speaker, Stewart Ross. Contact: Mary Chalmers-Borella 
6025 3283  
 

ARTHUR PHILLIP – Milsons Point to Brooklyn  and across to all 
northern beaches.  

Venue: Meeting Room, Old Gordon Public School. 799 Pacific 
Highway, Gordon – monthly meetings, third Friday at 10.30  . Next 
Meetings: 18 August: Hon Julian Leeser, The Charge of the Light 
Horse Brigade; 15 September: Paul Brunton, Captain James Cook;  
20 October: Wayne Johnson, The Big Dig. Next Events: 10 August: 
7th Anniversary lunch at Sydney Rowing Club, Abbotsford; 26 
October: Fish and Ships Cruise. Contact: Jane Ann Tainsh 94885453  
 

CANBERRA – ACT, Queanbeyan and surrounds.  

Venue: Various locations in Canberra. Next Meeting The AGM will 
be held on 12 August at 2 pm at Unit 106 15 Coranderrk St Reid. 
Next Event: 30 September Annual Luncheon 12 noon at Canberra 
Southern Cross Yacht Club Contact: Geoff Cameron 62514095  
 

CENTRAL COAST – From Lake Macquarie to Broken Bay, highlands 
to coast. 

Venue: Point Clare Community Hall – meet monthly, second 
Saturday at 10 am for 10.30. Next Meetings:  12 August: Patrick 
Dodd, Treasures of the State Library; 9 September: Joy Ware: 
Altnachree Castle; 14 October: Pauline Walker, The Blue 
Mountains. Next Events: 18 August: Tour of Government House, 
11 am. Contact: Jon Fearon 43116254 
 

DERWENT - Southern Tasmania 
Venue: Bi-monthly, 11am, first Saturday at Royal Yacht Club of 
Tasmania, Sandy Bay. Next Meetings: 5 August: AGM. Brian 
Rieusset, Hobart Penitentiary; 7 October: Speaker,  TBA. Next 
Event: Mark the date for the Christmas Picnic. 2 December at Hut 5 
Tolosa Park, Glenorchy. Contact: Marilla Lowe 0362437726 or 
Judith Wood on 0404807338 
 

EASTERN FARMS – Ryde, Eastwood, Parramatta, Kings Langley, 

Pennant Hills and surrounds. 
Venue: The Hall at Brush Farm House, 19 Lawson St. Eastwood –
monthly meetings, first Saturday from 10am Next Meetings:  5 
August: Gillian Lewis, Midget Sub Attack; 2 September: David 
Rosenberg, Inside Pine Gap; 7 October: Bert Meyer, REPLAS an 
Australian Company. Contact: Jennifer Follers 97991161 
 

HAWKESBURY-NEPEAN --Western Sydney, Penrith to Windsor, Blue 
Mountains. 

Venue: Mainly Tebbutt Room, Public Library, 300 George St, 
Windsor , but occasionally in Penrith and elsewhere-- monthly, 
second Saturday, 11 am. Next Meeting: 12 August: AGM Judith 
Dunn, Convict Women and their Crimes; 9 September: Lorraine 
Stacker, TBA; 14 October: Graham Wilcox, Federation of Australia. 
Contact: William Hempel 0410950101 
 

HUNTER VALLEY – Hunter Region, Newcastle and surrounds. 
Venue: Adamstown Senior Citizens’ Hall, 153A Brunker Road, 
Adamstown – bi-monthly meetings, usually third Monday from 
10am — 12.30pm.   Next Meeting: 14 August: AGM, Barbara Gow, 

Schools Presentation. 16 October: TBA.  Next Event:  18 Maitland 
Heritage Walk.  Contact: Kerry Neinert 49615083 
 

LACHLAN MACQUARIE – Orange, Bathurst, Parkes, Dubbo, White 

Rock, Cowra, Kelso.  
Venue: Usually Kinross-Wolaroi Library, Orange; quarterly. Next 
Meeting: 12 August (one week early): AGM, Chapter sustainability. 
Contact Judy Dwyer 63658234 or 0428 173213 or 
dyr.tara@bigpond.com   
 

MID NORTH COAST -- Taree and Surrounds, Bulahdelah to 
Kempsey. 

Venue: Presbyterian Church, 76 Albert Street, Taree, Bi-monthly on 
4th Tuesday at 2pm.. Next Meeting: 26 September: Speaker, TBA. 
Contact: Heather Bath 0458 572 644 
 

MORETON – South East Queensland. 

Venue: St. Augustine’s Anglican Church Hall, Hamilton – bi-monthly 
meetings,  at 10 am on an available 2nd Saturday.   Next Meetings: 
12 August: AGM, Barry Lack/Julie Webb, Murderous Ancestors; 14 
October: TBA Contact: Gloria Wallace 07 3371 2551  
 

NORTH COAST – Boambee, Coffs Harbour, Dorrigo to Maclean  

Venue: Either at Mylestom Hall or at members’ homes, Bi-monthly , 
usually first Sunday at 10.30am. Next Meetings: 6 August, at 
Mylestom Hall , AGM;  24 September, (one week early) Lester Cook, 
New Italy Museum. Contact: Robyn Condliffe 66533615 
 

NORTHERN RIVERS – Lismore and surrounds.  
Venue: Alstonville Bowling Club - bi-monthly meetings, fourth 
Sunday at 11.30am followed by lunch; Next Meeting: 24 
September, Sue King, FF William Roberts Contact: Margaret 
Soward 66863597   
 

NORTH WEST – Tamworth and surrounds. 

Venue: Various locations – bi-monthly meetings, usually first 
Saturday at 1.30pm Next Meeting: 5 August at Tamworth Family 
History Rooms, AGM, Harold McLean. Ebenezer Church. Next 
Event: 7 October: Bus trip to Manilla Museum and Lunch at 
Manilla. Contact: Diana Harband 67652122 
 

SOUTH COAST – Engadine to Burrill Lake. 
Venue: Laurel Room, Ribbonwood Centre, 93-109 Princes Highway, 
Dapto – monthly  except. Jan, May and Dec. – first Tuesday at 
10am - 1pm.  Next Meetings: 1 August: Winter Warm Soup Day, 
John Boyd, Brothers in Arms; 5 September: Terry Nunan, TBA;  3 
October: Speaker: TBA. Next Events:  14 September: Barangaroo ; 
26 October: Wendy Whitely’s Garden. Contact: Rob Ratcliffe 
42321842 
 

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS – Mittagong, Moss Vale and surrounds.  

Venue: Mittagong Community Centre – bi-monthly – second 
Wednesday at 10.30am $5 Admission. Next Meetings: 9 August: 
AGM and Chapter Chats; 11 October: Rodney Davis, The Captain’s 
Captain. Next Events: Contact: Wendy Selman 48624849 

 

SWAN RIVER – Perth, Fremantle and surrounds. 

Venue: 16 Inwood Place Murdoch, bi-monthly, first Saturday, at 
2pm. Next Meetings: 5 August: Richard Offen, Heritage WA; 7 
October: TBA. Next Event: 30 September: Picnic at Araluen. 
Contact: Toni Mahony 0892717630 

 

 

Karys   Fearon,  Chapter Liaison Officer 

Our Seventeen Chapters in Action  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Closing date for this page for 
the next issue is 25 September 2017 
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BIRTHS WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
Ordinary and Pensioner Members 

JOSHUA PECK 

#8753 Roger Lette 

WILLIAM TUNKS 

#8754  Sandra Williams 

THOMAS ARNDELL 

#8755 Yvonne Tuckerman 

EDWARD MILES 

#8756 Neil Rupert Johnston 

NATHANIEL LUCAS/OLIVIA GASCOIGNE 

#8757 Elaine June Rees 

ANTHONY ROPE/ELIZABETH PULLEY 

#8758 Moire Winifred Berman 

ANDREW FISHBURN/JOHN MARTIN/JOHN 
RANDALL 

#8760 Christina Frances Trickey 

JOHN SMALL/MARY PARKER 

#8762 Andrew James Davis 

JOHN SMALL/MARY PARKER/JAMES 
SQUIRE 

#8763 Jonathan Gilbert Wright 

JOHN GRIFFITHS 

#8764 Lynette Jean Troode Price 

JOHN RANDALL/JOHN MARTIN 

#8765 Jayne Anne Liddelow 

JOSEPH TUSO 

8766 Robert Thomas McCarthy 

ANDREW GOODWIN/LYDIA MUNRO 

#8771 Malcolm Ray Brown 

Ordinary and Pensioner Members continued 
PHILLIP GIDLEY KING 
#8767 Murray Robert Geldard 
#8768 Ian Douglas Geldard 
#8769 William Scott Geldard 
#8770 Jeffrey Bruce Macarthur 
RICHARD MORGAN 
#8772 Jennifer Jane Bradley 
PATRICK BURN/ANN SMITH 
#8773 Karen Joy Walter 
MARY PHILLIPS 
#8774 Ayya Esika 
WILLIAM BOGGIS 
#8776 Judith Anne Tomlinson 
ELIZABETH HAYWARD 
#8777 Kerrie Anne Ford 
#8778 Dianne Charlotte Wincote 
Junior Members 
ANDREW FISHBURN/JOHN MARTIN/JOHN 
RANDALL 
#8759 Lauren Christina Trickey 
Student Members 
#8761 Declan Gwyn Watkins Noble 
Associate Members 
#8638.1 Richard Vaughan 
#8763.1 Emily Wright 
Friends 
#Friend 182 Kevin Arthur Dargin 
#Friend 183 Jeanette Bond 
#Friend 184 Mary Mewett 

 

 
JOHN SMALL/MARY PARKER/JAMES BRADLEY 
#6657 Robert S Carter, of Dudley, New South Wales 
died on 30.04.2017. Robert, a member of the Fellow-
ship since 1998, belonged to Hunter Valley Chapter 
but had not been well enough to attend recent 
meetings. 
 
WILLIAM STANDLEY 
#5893 Alwynne G Kilpatrick, of Kew, Victoria, died 
on 25.04.2017, aged 92. He had been a faithful 
member of the Fellowship for 27 years. 
 
THOMAS ARNDELL 
#92 Richmond Stuart Manyweathers OAM, of 
Alstonville, New South Wales, died peacefully at 
home on 27.05.2017, aged 80. Richmond has been a 
keen and loyal member of the Fellowship since join-
ing as a Foundation member in March 1968. At the 
time of his death he was serving as President of the 
Northern Rivers Chapter and will be  greatly missed 
by his many friends there and also by his wife 
Jeanette and family. 
 
ASSOCIATE 
#7410.1 Betty A Turner, of Lindfield, New South 
Wales, died on 20.05.2017. Her daughter, #7410 
Janet Turner who reported her passing, is a descen-
dent of FF Caroline Laycock and a member of Arthur 
Phillip Chapter. 

Last issue we published a report from  #8380 Tony Williams 
about the very successful muster held in Tasmania by the Andrew 
Goodwin/Lydia Munro Family Group, We are pleased to let you 
know that the group donated their excess muster funds to the 
Fellowship. Thanks, Tony and family. 

Congratulations to #Friend 100 Joan Harris of Wahroonga who 
has been awarded an OAM for community service at this year’s 
Queen’s Birthday Honours. Jo has been a hard working member 
of Arthur Phillip Chapter ever since its beginning when she helped 
to get it under way. Well done, Jo. 

With Chapters celebrating major birthdays in style (see pages 3 
and 5) it is great to hear that our more elderly chapters are con-
tinuing to enjoy Fellowship together. Secretary #7228 Margaret 
Soward advised us that Northern Rivers Chapter will celebrate 
their 30th Birthday at their 26 November meeting later this year. 
Heartiest congratulations from your Fellowship friends. 

CHAPTER SECRETARIES 
ALBURY-WODONGA DIST. 
Mary Chalmers-Borella 
02 6025 3283 

ARTHUR PHILLIP 
Jane Ann Tainsh 02 9488 5453 
CANBERRA 
Brian Mattick 02 6231 8880 

CENTRAL COAST 
Jon Fearon 02 4311 6254 

DERWENT 
Marilla Lowe 03 6243 7726 

EASTERN FARMS 
Jennifer Follers  02 9799 1161 
HAWKESBURY-NEPEAN  
William Hempel 0410 950 101 
HUNTER VALLEY 
Kerry Neinert 02 4961 5083 
LACHLAN MACQUARIE        

Judy Dwyer 02 6365 8234 
MID NORTH COAST 
Heather Bath 0458 572 644 
MORETON 
Gloria Wallace 07 3371 2551 

NORTH COAST 
Christine Ingram  0431 406 312 
NORTHERN RIVERS 
Margaret Soward 02 6686 3597 

NORTH WEST  
Diana Harband 02 6765 2122 

SOUTH COAST 
Rob Ratcliffe 02 4232 1842 

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 
Wendy Selman 02 4862 4849 

SWAN RIVER 
Toni Mahony 08 9271 7630 

AT THE HELM 

Bookings with Next Issue 

Fellowship of First Fleeters 

50thANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON 

Saturday 10 March 2018 

Lighthouse Gallery 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
MARITIME MUSEUM 

Darling Harbour NSW 

 
JOHN NICHOLLS 
Evie Rose Chamberlain, born on 17.08.2016, has 
been welcomed by her parents Jeffrey and Emily 
Chamberlain. Evie is the first great granddaughter of 
#7571 Richard Cook 

DEATHS 


